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LUAU AT McKEE LANAI

Guests gather on the McKee Lanai
As guests arrived at the tropical paradise
known as McKee Lanai, with the strains of “Hukilau”
in the background, each was greeted with colorful
silk leis placed around their necks and the traditional
kiss. Tiki torches guided them on their way to the
Tiki Bar and a “Blue Hawaiian” to quench their thirst.
The Luau menu included Hawaiian Ham, Hawaiian BBQ Chicken, Island Rice, Macaroni Salad,
Fruit Salad, Rolls, and a delightful Cake for desert.
King Kamehameha would have been pleasantly sat-

isfied with the feast and it enhanced the evening’s
Hawaiian ambiance.
The “Ka’ea Mauna Lani” Hulu dancers changed
their authentic wardrobes at least 3 times during
their impressive Hawaiian performance. Both kanes
(men) and wahines (ladies) in the audience were
inspired to learn a few moves to the music that provided the crowd with more than a few laughs. The
SPAM (Seniors Playing Aloha Music) band kept the
evening alive with lots of easy listening island music.
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Dede - Debbie - Jean - Kathy - Bonita

The Ka’ea Mauna Lani Dancers entertain the crowd

Don Rebtoy - Hawaii’s Greatest Fighter Pilot

Jackie - Kathy - Yvonne - Camryn

The decorations along with an assortment of
Aloha shirts, board shorts and hats set the scene for
some really colorful photos of many of our members.
At one point during the evening, our host and
Ways and Means Chairman, Tom McKee, introduced
Club members to a garage full of new Thunderbird
themed items for sale. If you missed seeing them,
they will be available at future ACTC meetings.
My thanks and Aloha to everyone who contributed to the evening’s success, including Jeannie and
Mike Wood who brought Rice, Cake and Macaroni
Salad, John and Kathy Marchisotto for their BBQ
Chicken and Fruit Salad, Jean and Paul Fruscello for
bringing BBQ Chicken and Macaroni Salad, Shirley
Pettingell and Dede Ross who brought Fruit Salad,
Lynne Silvernale for her Macaroni Salad and Tom
and Jacki McKee who furnished the Ham, rolls, fixings and the Blue Hawaiians.
Myrna Foster
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTHOLE
I recently got after one of my
ACTC friends for neglecting his cooling
system on his ‘Lil ‘Bird as he complained about it overheating. I told him
he had to do more than just wash the car and keep it
shinny and looking good on the top side.
I too have experienced issues with overheating
and recently requested Wes Henderson to install a
better quality electric fan. In so doing we removed
the radiator and even though I have checked the
coolant level religiously and it always appeared to be
in good shape, when we drained the radiator, we
found the coolant to be looking pretty rough. Instead
of the yellow green appearance of fresh coolant, it
looked like something scraped from the dog run. We
proceeded with the installation of the new fan, but I
had the radiator boiled out at the local radiator shop
before reinstalling it and filling it with fresh 50/50 antifreeze and water mix.
Thus far the temperature is running about five
to ten degrees cooler. The new fan may be a big
part of the lower running temperatures, but I know
the coolant condition caused temperatures to run
hotter than desired. Time will tell as the temperatures in the valley rise toward that dreaded 110 degree mark and I start using the A/C. The point is
that while I don't know all the history of my car prior
to purchase, I do know that I neglected to drain and
flush the cooling system and refill it with fresh coolant as a preventive maintenance measure. I relied
solely on the appearance under the radiator cap
when the problem laid below.
Well, for those of you that were not able to attend the Luau hosted by the McKee's you missed a
great time. I am already looking forward to the next
one. To all who made the Luau a great success I
say thank you.
As I see it our next outing other than the
monthly membership meetings, will be the CTCI International Convention in San Diego. From the
show of hands at the meeting it appears we are going to have a big showing of cars. My Blue ‘Bird will
be shown once before retirement and becoming a
full time driver. I drive it about 2000 miles a year
now and do love it but got the urge to show it at the
convention. I have already started on some of the
mechanical issues so it will be ready and I will spend

Page 3
a great deal of time getting her clean for the show. I
enjoy it and trust our members enjoy their cars and
have the same passion I do for these little cars. So,
whether you show your car or not, let's have a great
showing of Arizona T-birds at the CTCI Convention
this September.
Until next month: "If it runs then drive it!"

Jim Rodgers

THE LEGION OF THE SILVER ROSE
The
mission of the Legion of The Silver Rose is to
recognize
the
Courage, Heroism and Contributions of American
Service
personnel found
to have been
exposed
to
Agent Orange in a Combat Zone, whose exposure
resulted in internal, invisible wounds which are revealed only by passage of time. The Department of
Veterans Affairs recognizes over 40 cancers and
sicknesses, including Diabetes, as Agent Orange
related and “service connected”.
The Legion of the Silver Rose hopes to see
every Veteran exposed to Agent Orange given the
Honors and Recognition they deserve. And, until the
day arrives that our own Government decides to honor these victims, The Legion of the Silver Rose will
continue to offer their Silver Rose Award to all eligible Veterans or their surviving loved ones.
Legion of the Silver Rose
www.legionofthesilverrose.com
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ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS

2016 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS
June 12

Meeting

July 10

Meeting

September 11

Meeting

September 13-18

CTCI International Convention
Thompson

September 17

Sedona Car Club Airport Show

September 23-25
Graziano

Run to the Pines

October 8

ACTC Night at the Pavilions
Havel

October 9

Meeting - PERA Park

November 13

Meeting followed by planning
meeting

December 17

Christmas Party
Phoenix Country Club

2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS
January 27-28
Marchisotto

Back to Tubac

March 2-5
Dolan

Midnight at the Oasis

Twenty-five years ago,
Bill Johnson`s Big Apple Restaurant at 35th Ave, and Bell
Road (long since closed) was
the June 9, 1991 meeting
place for 76 ACTC members
and 22 classic T-birds. Breakfast was $7 and there was no
charge for the sawdust and
wood shavings on the floor.
ACTC Ways and Means
Committee Chairman, Tom Ropacki, announced that
a new item was available for the club members. For
just $30 you could get a pair of magnetic club logo
signs for the doors of your T-bird for the special occasions planned in `91, like the July Poker Run,
the August Evening Cruise to a Potluck Dinner in the
Park, the September San Diego CTCI Regional, the
September 50`s Diner Cruise, the October London
Bridge Days, the November Economy Run or the Gilbert Days Parade.
The signs were a popular item, but surprise, surprise, some Thunderbird owners discovered that their
car doors were made of plastic body filler (Bondo)
and the signs wouldn`t stick. No problem, there was
always duct tape or you could do like some ingenious
T-birders did, just slap the signs on the water heater
in their garage to instantly add some class to their
man-cave.

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

Remember to wear your
name tag to meetings!
There’s a $1 fine
for failure to do so!

Stewart Wright
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MAY MEETING MINUTES
Our President, Jim Rodgers, called our meeting to order at 9:35 AM on May 15, 2016. This
meeting was held at Gallagher’s on 7th Street and
Union Hills, Phoenix. Before the Pledge of Allegiance, Jim brought to our attention that Jeannie
(Kennedy) Wood donated Bud Kennedy’s Flag to be
dedicated to our T-bird friends who are “gone but not
forgotten”. Terry Duquette has offered to be the curator of the Flag and he will ensure it gets to our meetings. Our new Flag was then used for our Pledge of
Allegiance. A motion to dispense with the reading of
the minutes of the March meeting was presented and
seconded.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Jim Rodgers thanked
Chris Ames for writing the article about the Silver
Rose Award he received in recognition of his exposure to Agent Orange. Jim also mentioned he has
had requests that the Board Meetings be open to the
general membership. This can be done, however,
members wanting to attend must RSVP so we are
sure to hold the meeting at a place that will accommodate everyone. Another request was that the
Board Meeting Minutes be reported in the newsletter.
Going forward this will be done. Robert Mock (a survivor himself) spoke regarding oral cancer. Smoking
and chewing tobacco cause only 20% of oral cancers.
The other 80% is caused by HPV (Human Papilloma
Virus). Our own Dean Wakefield succumbed to this
dreadful disease. Robert thanked ACTC members
for participating in the April walk which raised $29,000
for the benefit of The Oral Cancer Foundation. Ina
Wakefield added that Dean’s son Gert Helles, who
lives in Denmark, recently participated in a 10 Mile
run that also raised $25,000 for The Oral Cancer
Foundation.
HOSPITALITY: Yvonne Wagner introduced
some guests. Ken Kowalski introduced his guest,
Matt Bauer. He drove his ’55 T-bird which has been
in his family from the late 60’s; his parents were married in the car in 1977. It sat in their garage for 30
some years and Matt remembers as a kid playing in
it. When he got married he and his wife got the car
out and had it restored. The 5½ year project has a
4.6 Cobra motor producing 730 HP. His first ride took
him to the freeway and the race was ON, until a police officer stopped him. The officer complemented
him on the T-bird, and encouraged him to be mindful
of the speed limit. Hopefully he will come to another
meeting where other members can see his impressive T-bird. Walt Howell introduced his guest, Gary
Cinader, who is the proud owner of a 1961½ Mercury
Comet hat belonged to his Dad who had purchased it
new. Gary purchased it in 1986 and it is about 95%
original. Members Kathy Kurtzman, Virginia Snyder,

Page 5
Linda Murray, Pat Ciammitti, Bob Ligon, Connie
Dager, and Pat Lynch all recently had or currently
have health concerns and would appreciate a call
or card to say “Hi”. Happy Birthday was sung to Tbirders with May birthdays.
ACTIVITIES: The Prescott Rodeo Days Parade will be held July 2nd. Check newsletter for
details. Frank Graziano spoke about Run to the
Pines held on September 30th. See Frank for a registration form or hotel reservations. Mike Dolan has
registration forms for Midnight at the Oasis 2017.
This year’s Christmas Raffle Awards will be a single
Christmas Basket and two couples tickets for our
Christmas Dinner Party at the Phoenix Country Club.
A good reason to buy more tickets! Tickets will be
sold starting with the June meeting thru the October
meeting. Raffle tickets for the free dinners will be
drawn during the November meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Ken Kowalski passed
around pictures from a newspaper article regarding a
‘57 T-bird in Texas that unfortunately got caught in a
flood and was totally submerged. The insurance
company paid the former owner a $59,000 settlement. The car will go up for auction on Copart’s website, www.copart.com/us/Lot/23613426.
WAYS AND MEANS: Tom McKee mentioned
we were continuing the Silent Auction until the end of
the meeting. This Auction began at the Luau at his
home Saturday evening. He also mentioned club
member Diane Thomas does custom fifties style neon lighted clocks to your specifications. An example
was on display at the Ways & Means table.
SECRETARY: Dede Ross had no report.
TREASURER: Tom Wagner gave the current
balance in both the checking and rainy day accounts.
AUDITOR: Terry Duquette had no report.
EX-OFFICIO: Gregg Thurston reported the
Route 66 Fun Run was rained out.
MEMBER-AT-LARGE: Frank Graziano said
the June 12th meeting will be at the Gallagher’s,
3220 East Baseline Road, Phoenix.
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Don Henderson was
not in attendance.
NEWSLETTER: Chris Ames announced that
starting with the May issue, postage is being printed
on the newsletter saving another step in the distribution process. With the e-mail distribution of the newsletter now in place, members are able to choose
whether or not they want a hard copy. While the
June hardcopy distribution will be the same as May,
members who want to continue to receive hardcopies
after June, should let Chris know. One of the benefits
of e-mail newsletters is that each T-bird family member can receive their own copy. Just send that 2nd email address to Chris.
MEMBERSHIP: Pat Ciammitti reported membership stands at 116 households; 212 members and
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98 T-birds. We have (17) ‘55s (28) ‘56s and (53)
‘57s.
HISTORIAN: Duane Foster had no history
this month.
WEB MASTER: Chuck Young said our website has been moved to GoDaddy.com and position email addresses have been setup up for all ACTC Officers and committee chairs. You can click on them
on the website to e-mail the member in the position.
E-MAIL COORDINATOR: Shirley Pettingell
was not in attendance .
CTCI: Chuck Young mentioned the CTCI
Convention in San Diego. The Crowne Plaza is full,
but the Handlery Hotel close by still has availability. A
show of hands indicated about a dozen members will
be attending the convention. Check the newsletter for
caravan information. Chuck mentioned the Early Bird
magazine which has loads of good information. This
month both Stewart Wright and Don Rebtoy have articles in the magazine in addition to Chuck Young’s.
TELEPHONE COMMITTEE: Kathy Marchisotto had no report.
PARLIAMENTARIAN: Mike Wood reported 13
T-birds. He counted (4) 55’s, including guest Matt
Bauer’s “hot rod”, (4) 56’s and (5) 57’s as well as
many other classic cars. Even though Matt was only
a guest, the consensus was that his beautiful and fast
‘55 T-bird, licensed “FLYIN55” receive the award.
SPLIT THE POT: Bob Michelle won $77.00
which he donated back to the Club.
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:40 AM
was made and seconded. Members were invited to
the Silent Auction table after the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Dede Ross, Secretary

Wes Henderson working on Madam VP...
Oh, Madam VP's favorite car!
Lost my train of thought there.
I just refer to this as ...
partaking in outdoor sports and recreation.
The Prez

SHHHHHH….
As a courtesy to others, please remember
to turn off your phones or set them on vibrate
when you enter the meeting room!
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
This issue brings changes in a couple of areas
that may be of interest to you. The areas are newsletter delivery and data security. I will discuss them in
that sequence, but I want to start with a mission statement for the Arizona Bird Chatter. I believe the primary mission for the Arizona Bird Chatter is to communicate the activities of ACTC to readers with a reason for and an interest in receiving these communications. While our members are the largest portion of
our newsletter readers, it is also important to keep our
advertisers and CTCI (our parent organization) informed. To ensure our communication is effective
and efficient, we have added a category code and an
e-mail code to the mailing list. In conjunction with the
mail code and expiration date, these new codes allow
us to tailor our newsletter delivery.
The following three delivery methods are available to each member. A hardcopy delivered via the
US Postal Service, a PDF (Portable Document Format) copy e-mailed to the member’s e-mail address,
and a PDF copy e-mailed to the spouse/other’s e-mail
address. Members may choose any combination of
these methods, including all three or none. Back in
January we started e-mailing the newsletter to all the
member e-mail addresses. This covers all but 6 of
our members. Over the last 5 months, two shortfalls
with that method arose. First, we had a couple
spouse/others requesting their own e-mail copy of the
newsletter. And second, we heard from members
who only access e-mail via their phones that the
phone’s screen was too small to read the newsletter
on and therefore they did not want to have it cluttering
their Inbox.
These are excellent examples of the need to
tailor delivery. The default configuration is for e-mail
delivery to the member’s e-mail address. As of this
writing, I have received delivery method selections
from 19 members (including the two examples above)
and their delivery has been setup accordingly and this
issue has been delivered to them based upon their
desire methods.
All July newsletters delivery will be based upon
member desire. What I need now is the delivery
method selections from the remaining 97 members.
Please e-mail your delivery selections before June
27th.
There have been two data security issues raised
regarding our newsletter. First was the use of member’s personal e-mail addresses and second was the
inclusion of the birthday and anniversary day and
month data of our members.
To address the e-mail address issue I checked
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with Webmaster Chuck Young to see if GoDaddy (our
new web service) would support setting up position email addresses. Chuck said one hundred e-mail addresses are included as part of our service and proceeded to setup position addresses for all ACTC officers and committee chairs.
Starting with this issue of the Arizona Bird Chatter if, for example you click on Chris Ames in the
REFERENCE NUMBERS list, an e-mail will be
opened to editor@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org rather than ChristopherAmes@q.com. In the future,
the only personal e-mail addresses in the newsletter
will be those that members choose to include in advertisements or event articles.
I am still working on the birthday and anniversary day and month data issue. The challenge is that
the day and month data has always been in the hardcopy newsletter and the PDF copy is the same image, it’s just delivered via e-mail. The concern arises
more from the ease with which the PDF copy can be
forwarded than the fact that the day and month data
is included.
To reduce the vulnerability in this issue, the
“days” have been removed. But the lists are titled
“JUNE...” so while removing the “days” reduces the
vulnerability, it does not eliminate it. Another consideration is the usefulness of the information presented.
Is the monthly list useful for the purpose intended?
To eliminate the vulnerability, we have to remove the birthday and anniversary lists from the
newsletter, but we want our members to have the information. A suggestion would be to compile all 12
monthly lists of birthdays and anniversaries at the
beginning of the year and make them an integral part
of the membership roster. We already send roster
updates for new members, which could include the
birthday and anniversary information. I welcome your
thoughts on this issue.
Chris Ames

ROUTE 66 FUN RUN
ACTC’s participation in the 2016 Route 66
Fun Run was cancelled due to the inclement
weather conditions.
Gregg Thurston
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CTCI INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
September 13 - 18, 2016
Mark your calendars
and plan to attend the
2016 CTCI International Convention. Again
this year, the convention is being held close
by which makes it an
easy trip for our club to
attend. ACTC is the
largest CTCI chapter.
Let’s show up in force
and show the rest of the country what an active and
enthusiastic chapter we are.
The Early Birds of Southern California and the
Classic Thunderbirds of San Diego have joined together to host the convention whose theme is "Fun,
Fun, Fun in the California Sun". Planned events are:
Welcome Party Pool Side, Polynesian style; Tour on
the USS Midway aircraft carrier museum with lunch
on the bow; Corvette Challenge at the Corvette Diner; Scenic Coastal Cruise drive to the San Diego Botanic Garden; Outing to Viejas Casino and Outlet
Center; Old Town Trolley tours; Concours d'Elegance and Awards Banquet. A detailed description
of these events, and entry form and the convention
agenda can be found on the CTCI web site at
www.ctci.org.
If you think that you might attend, it is important
to book your hotel reservations as soon as possible.
The reservation can always be cancelled if your
plans change. The Crowne Plaza Hotel is full - the
alternate hotel is:
Handlery Hotel San Diego
950 Hotel Circle North
San Diego, CA 92108
(Just 2 hotels down from the Crowne Plaza)
Guests can make reservations through the
Handlery Hotel Group Reservations Department at
(619) 298-0511. Reservation hours are Monday Friday, 7:00 AM - 8:00 PM. and Saturday - Sunday
9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. Callers must refer to the group
name of Classic Thunderbird Club International Convention to get the group rate of $124 a night.
As mentioned above, the clubs have planned
many fun activities.
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Wed. Sept 14: Registration; Ask the Experts
Seminar; Welcome Party
Thu. Sept 15: Judges Training; U.S.S. Midway
Tour & Lunch
Fri. Sept. 16: Owners/Judges Meeting; Con
cours d’Elegance; Trolley Tour: Casino;
Corvette Challenge Dinner at Corvette
Diner
Sat. Sept 17: Swap meet; Scenic Coastal
Drive; Awards Banquet
Sun. Sept 18: Return Home
For those wishing to caravan to San Diego, I
will lead one group on Tuesday, Sept 13 to be there
in time for the Wednesday afternoon Board Meeting
and Membership Meeting.
I am looking for a volunteer to lead a group to
San Diego on Wednesday, Sept 14.
For more information, contact Chuck Thompson, (480) 773-0222 or cthompson57@cox.net.
Chuck Thompson

RUN TO THE PINES
September 22 - 25, 2016
The trek up the
mountain starts with all of
us meeting at 9:30 AM on
Friday September 23rd at
the Circle K, 17125 East
Shea Blvd, Fountain Hills.
I will have packets for
each car with the requisite trivia quiz. We will
leave the meeting spot at
10:00 AM and caravan up
to Payson.
We can gas up if necessary in Payson, before
having lunch there. There are numerous restaurants
in Payson for lunch including the Pizza parlor in the
Bashas’ center. That is the same pizza shop we
stopped at last year.
We will depart from the Bashas’ parking lot at
1:15 PM heading towards Show Low and should arrive in Show Low around 4:00 PM, just in time to get
in line for the parade. For the newbie’s, the parade is
not mandatory but it is a lot of fun. The parade ends
at the Casino just in time for the BBQ meal that is
included with your car registration.
This year Jack and Nikki Musselmann have
agreed to open up their house on Saturday night for
us to have a cocktail party, so bring your favorite
beverage and something to share with the group.
This eliminates us having to fight the Saturday Night
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restaurant crowd and provides a comfortable setting
to present the trivia awards.
Once your registration for the show has been
accepted please contact me at frankfdi@msn.com or
(602) 621-6778 so I can assign you a room.
Frank Graziano

March 2 - 5, 2017
Time is running out to register for Midnight at
the Oasis 2017. We only have 7 parking spaces left.
Remember at the 2016 Midnight at the Oasis, El
Presidente Jim Rodgers won $250 for just showing
up and parking in the right spot! And this year
Goodguys Scottsdale show and Midnight at the Oasis are scheduled on separate weekends so you do
not have to choose, you can go to both.
I have extra registration forms for the car show if
you need one call me or e-mail. We will be staying at
the Marriott Springhill Suites and their Chef will be
serving us dinner with desert and soft drinks Saturday evening on site. Sorry ladies, but there will be no
chauffeured classic convertible journeys to dinner
this year.
We have a block of rooms for Friday, March 3rd
and Saturday, March 4th, Kings or Doubles for
$109.00. Call the Marriott Springhill Suites at (928)
783-7853 to make room reservations, be sure to tell
them you are with the Thunderbird Club and the pass
code for the $109.00 rate is MATT. You may contact
me at (408) 480-0913 or Nand1@cox.net
Mike Dolan

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE – The following items are offered by
Ken Falkenberry:
New! Power brake pedals ‘55, ‘56, ‘57. Catalog
price $44.90 + shipping. Ken’s price $39.50, no shipping.
Complete New ‘57 Bronze interior kit. Catalog
price $739.95 + shipping.
New foam set. Catalog price $239.95 + shipping.
Combination Catalog price $979.90 + Shipping. Ken’s price: $779, No Shipping.
Call Ken Falkenberry at (480) 861-3742.

Ed Torel’s brother, Gerald P. Torel,
72, succumbed to an almost 2 year battle
with West Nile Virus on April 30, 2016. He is
survived by his loving wife of 50 years Lynn,
son Matthew (Jessica), 2 grandsons Matthew and
Gavin, 3 brothers Edward, Ronald and Mark, nieces, nephews and many close and dear friends. Our
condolences go out to his entire family.
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~ WE

ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

E-mail: rob.slagle@sstireaz.com

ROB SLAGLE

