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HOLIDAY CELEBRATION!
The chill in the night air couldn’t keep the
warmth from our smiles as the Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club Members gathered at the Phoenix
Country Club for a 6:00 PM Happy Hour to commence our 2016 Holiday Season celebration. Ken
Falkenberry and Virginia Snyder parked their beautiful pink T-Bird in a spotlight at the edge of the golf
course where guests could see it through the ballroom windows.
As members arrived, they greeted one another
and caught up on the latest news. Then just before
7:00 PM President Jim Rodgers asked everyone to
fill their glasses with champagne and made a toast in
memory of departed Club Members we will remember in our hearts. Jim also asked the 2016 and 2017
Club Officers present to join him front and center to
congratulate and thank them.

and Wendell Porterfield struck up the music for
dancing and prancing which brought us to the dance
floor to swing, sway and shake our "booties."
Throughout the evening, Carter and Camryn
Rodgers continued to sell raffle tickets, so everyone
had a chance to get in on the raffle. Congratulations to six lucky winners. Terry Duquette and Kathi
Price took home Christmas Baskets of Cheer and
Denis Frank, Ken Falkenberry, Jim Rodgers, and
Lynne Silvernale were drawn for a refund of their
Christmas Party Dinner cost.
Historian, Duane Foster, kept the camera flashing recording memories for the Club Website, (our
thanks to Chuck Young). Without the camera,
Duane entertained us with his version of Elvis’ "Blue
Christmas," with Maddy and Myrna adding their
Christmas songs to the festivities.

The Phoenix Country Club served an exquisite
repast of tender Filet Mignon, Chicken Piccata and
Filet Salmon combinations with all the trimmings.
The main course was followed by a delicious dessert
and coffee. I don’t think anyone went home hungry.
As coffee service was finishing, Maddy Paschal

What a happy ending to the Calendar of Events
for 2016. We wish Joy and Happiness to all Club
Members and their families as we ring in the New
Year - 2017!
Myrna Foster
(Continued on page 4)
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A Lady In Red
Thank you ACTC for giving me the opportunity to serve as your President in 2017. I am truly
honored to be following a long line of great leaders
and friends. But as we all know, it takes all of the
members to build and maintain a Club such as
ACTC.
One of my goals is to ensure there is an event
for everyone, so I was thrilled listening to the all the
ideas at our Annual Planning Meeting. In addition to
our “annual events,” there were discussions about
events that we haven’t done for a while and a couple
of entirely new opportunities!
In the month of December, we once again participated in the President’s Charity at Arizona Retirement Homes I & II. It always makes our hearts full
when we can make those less fortunate have a little
more cheer for the Holidays. Thank you to all who
participated.
Our 2016 Christmas Party was again incredible, thanks to the abundant organizational and creative skills of Myrna Foster; from the beautiful centerpieces to the lovely gift baskets and everything in
between. Myrna and Duane’s endless contacts for
great entertainment, starting with none other than
themselves and, of course, Duane making sure everything stays crystal clear in our memories with his
patent genius photography skills. What great examples of dedicated members they are. Thank you so
much for your unlimited contributions.
Our next adventure is the Car Nuts Car Show
at Tubac, January 27, 28, and 29. Rain or shine, the
Tubac show is consistently an enjoyable weekend. It’s always fun attending the barbecue and silent auction and gathering in someone’s room afterward playing games and making more memories
and getting to know our T-Bird friends better.
Many of us have found that the best way to get
to know our fellow members is to attend a short trip
or offer to join a committee to help with the planning. Working on an event can be as much fun as
attending and remember “many hands make light
work.”
Now is the perfect time to get those gorgeous
cars that brought us all together, out to drive. Beautiful, sunny, warm days – the reason we all live here.
Looking forward to seeing you on the road,

Jean Fruscello

ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS
Larry Meskimen took
over as president of The Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club
back in January 1992. He and
his wife, Nancy own a red `57
Thunderbird, have a business
named Thunderbird Masonry,
owned a Thunderbird Boat
back then and did business at
the Thunderbird Bank. They no
longer live near Thunderbird
Road but are still ACTC members 25 years later.
Larry`s goal during his ACTC term in office was to
make the Thunderbird Club Fun, Fun, Fun for all.
He and the board, along with many volunteers were
successful in doing just that.
Back in January 1992, there were 223 members in ACTC. The January 12 meeting was held at
the Arizona Club, 7150 E Camelback Road, and the
breakfast buffet was $12. The 1992 Treasurer,
Lynne Silvernale, reported that there was $3,172 in
the bank to help with the start of the year's activities
with lots of Fun, Fun, Fun.

Nancy and Larry Meskimen
Stewart Wright

SHHHHHH….
As a courtesy to others, please remember to turn off your phones or set them on vibrate
when you enter the meeting room!
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2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS
January 15

October 19-22

Run to the Sun - Lake Havasu
Musselmann & Falkenberry

November 4

50’s Theme Party
McKee

November 12

Meeting & Officer Elections
Arizona Italian American Club

November 23

Fountain Hills Thanksgiving Day
Parade - Rita Havel

Meeting - Italian American Club

January 27- 29

Back to Tubac
Marchisottos

February 12

Meeting - Steak and Stone
Falcon Field

February 18-19

Winter Weekend
Wagners

March 2-5

Midnight at the Oasis
Dolan

March 12

Meeting - Western Skies Golf Club

March 18

ACTC Tech Day
Falkenberry and Kowalski

March 25

Progressive Dinner- Musselmann,
G&J Thompson, Wagners

April 8

ACTC Night at the Pavilions
Jim Havel

April 9

Meeting - Officers’ Picnic
PERA Park - Lynches

April 15

Silver Rose Induction Parade
Rita Havel

May 5-7

Route 66 Fun Run
Chairperson Open

May 13

Lake Pleasant Dinner Cruise
Gene Andersen

May 21

Meeting - Dear Valley Airport

June 11

Meeting - The Hub in Mesa

July 16

Meeting - Gallagher’s

August 2-6

CTCI Regional Convention

September 10

Meeting
Club

September 22-24

Run to the Pines
Frank Graziano

October 7

ACTC - Drive your T-Bird Day
Night at the Pavilions - Jim Havel

October 15

Meeting - Pot Luck PERA Park
Lynches

-

Arrowhead

Country
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BACK TO TUBAC
January 27-28, 2017
This year’s Tubac 23rd Annual Collector Car Show will be held on January
27 and 28 at the Tubac Golf Resort and
Spa, Tubac, AZ. This show is very popular and sells out quickly. If you plan on
attending, go online to www.carnuts.org and download a registration application for the 23rd Annual
Collector Car Show; complete the form and mail it
without delay. The registration deadline is January
20, 2017.
For those who have never attended this show,
the Tubac Golf Resort and Spa is a beautiful place
with everything you need onsite. Friday night the
Car Nuts have a barbecue at the resort that most
members attend. Price is $21 per person, and you
can sign up for the barbecue on your registration
form, regardless of whether or not you are registering a car.
The show will be held on Saturday, rain or
shine. The cars will be displayed on the driving
range unless it rains, in which case they will be displayed in the parking lot.
The Tubac Golf Resort is the official car show
host location. They have the following special show
rates for 100 rooms that must be BOOKED BEFORE
December 30, 2016:
$129.00 a night - Posada rooms
$144.00 a night - Casitas
$164.00 a night - Hacienda Kings
(tax and resort fee not included for the rooms)
To make your room reservation, call the Tubac
Golf Resort and Spa at (800) 848-7893 or (520) 3982211 and ask for the collector car show rate. ACTC
does not have any rooms reserved. After you make
your room reservation, please call me at (480) 6950676 and let me know. Also, if you have to cancel,
please notify me first so that I can accommodate anyone on the wait list.
For those that would like to caravan, we will
meet Friday, January 27 at the Cracker Barrel on the
north side of Chandler Boulevard just west of I-10 at
10:00 AM. We will leave there at 10:30 AM and head
for Tubac. We can stop for lunch as a group or on
your own at the Texas Roadhouse, exit 246 off of I10 in Tucson (520) 579-3855.
John Marchisotto

WINTER WEEKEND EVENT IN SEDONA
(a.k.a. Romance Weekend)
February 18-19, 2017
Our Winter Weekend event will once again
find us traveling to beautiful Sedona and staying at
the Sky Ranch Lodge, up on the hill by the Sedona
Airport. The dates for this event are February 18 and
19 (a one-night stay at the lodge). At this time we do
not have all the details worked out, but we do have
15 rooms blocked, with our credit card under
"Thunderbird Club," so please refer to that when you
call to give them your credit card information. The
number is (800) 708-6400 (toll-free) or (928) 2826400. You can also email your request to carlinda@skyranchlodge.com. Rooms are $135 per night
(plus tax), and 12 of these are ground floor rooms in
the Garden Area. There are three other rooms on the
2nd floor called "partial view" rooms, and we have
already taken one of those. It is important to note
that they will only hold these rooms until January 19
(30 days before the event) so that unfortunately
doesn't give us a lot of time to think about it, so
please call or email your reservation request in right
away.
Once you have made a reservation, please
email us back at tywagner56@msn.com or call us at
(602) 448-1891, so we know who and how many are
planning to come along with us. Plan on a midmorning departure on February 18 from a designated
location, specific details will be forthcoming. If the
weather is permitting, plan on driving your T-Bird or
another classic vehicle. We are hoping you will be
able to attend.
Tom and Yvonne Wagner

March 2 - 5, 2017
While registrations for Midnight at the Oasis
2017 are sold out, we have started a wait list. If you
would like to take your car, let me know, and I’ll add
your name to the wait list.
Remember the 2016 Midnight at the Oasis show
is where former El Presidente Jim Rodgers won $250
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for just showing up and parking in the right spot! And
this year Midnight at the Oasis and the Goodguys
Scottsdale show are scheduled on separate weekends, so you do not have to choose, you can go to
both.
We will be staying at the Marriott Springhill
Suites, and their Chef will be serving us dinner with
dessert and soft drinks Saturday evening on site. Sorry ladies, but there will be no chauffeured classic convertible journeys to dinner this year.
Currently, there are two rooms available in our
block of rooms for Friday, March 3 and Saturday,
March 4, Kings or Doubles for $109.00. Call the Marriott Springhill Suites at (928) 783-7853 to make room
reservations, and be sure to tell them you are with the
Thunderbird Club. The passcode for the $109.00 rate
is MATT. You may contact me at (408) 480-0913 or
nand1@cox.net
Mike Dolan

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
While I wish you Happy New Year, I must confess that I do not make New Year’s Resolutions; rather when I become aware of things that need my attention, I make resolutions to address them. On occasion, I resolve to engage things at some milestone
in the future, the first of the year for example. The
beginning of 2017 comes with some changes regarding the Arizona Bird Chatter.
Over the last year, I have noted a couple of editorial standards that were not in congruence with
C.T.C.I. Because I did not want to start changing
them in the midst of Volume 45, I elected to make the
changes effective with the first issues of Volume 46.
Starting with the January issue, I will use the following
abbreviations:
T-Bird for Thunderbird.
E-Bird for Thunderbirds with engine code E in
the VIN (Vehicle Identification Number).
F-Bird for Thunderbirds with engine code F in
the VIN.
I will abbreviate electronic mail as email will start
it with a capital E when it starts a sentence.
Additionally, I am moving the newsletter distribution configuration data into the membership data facility setup on the ACTC Website by our Webmaster,
Chuck Young. Consolidation of membership information into a single repository will eliminate duplicate
data and moves us a step towards members accessing their information on our Website.
Chris Ames
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BUCK HOAG AWARD
The Buck Hoag Award for 2017 Will be presented at the February 12 ACTC meeting.
Ken Falkenberry

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY - New Member looking for
’55 or ’56 T-Bird.
Call Mike Fruciano at (602) 616-4971.
FOR RENT - Indoor RV Storage Unit available at 99th Avenue Big Boys' Toys Storage. Unit is
14 x 50 foot, 24 hour electronic card access, dump
station, wash bay and more. Rate as low as $275 a
month with a year paid in advance. Email Ken Kowalski at twithead@aol.com for details.
FOR SALE - Complete collection of
"Collectible Automobile" magazines from premier
May 1984 issue to the present in pristine condition.
This is 32 years of the best car magazine in the
world. For more information, call Sam Ciammitti at
(480) 544-8840.

FOR SALE - Items from Ways and Means:
40th Anniversary T-bird wrist watch .......... $30
Red T-bird earrings ................................... $21
Black T-bird earrings ................................. $21
Red duffle bag w/ ACTC patch .................. $24
Black duffle bag w/ ACTC patch ................ $24
L Black T-shirt bumper to bumper ‘57 ....... $26
L zipper front black sweatshirt w/
ACTC patch ......................................... $25
Ladies 2XL denim short sleeve button
Shirt w/ ACTC patch ................................. $12
XL Royal blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch ........ $17
L Royal blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch .......... $17
XL Light blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch ......... $17
L Light blue long sleeve Speed Channel
Shirt ..................................................... $10
XL White Polo shirt with CTCI embroidered
w/ red car and lettering ......................... $10
L Red Polo shirt with ACTC patch ............. $36
L Ladies denim vest - embroidered ........... $12
Baseball cap Royal blue w/ ACTC patch ... $18
Baseball cap Navy w/ ACTC patch............ $18
ACTC grill badge....................................... $65
6 ACTC license plate frames.................$13 ea
2 Thunderbird plates .............................$13 ea
For more information on these or special order
items, call Tom Mckee at (602) 821-2562.
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LESSONS IN CARBURETION
We were very excited with the purchase of our
’56 Thunderbird. The car looked great, and everyone loves a two-passenger T-Bird! But driving the
car was not one of the pleasures of our early ownership experience.
Our T-Bird came equipped with a stock ‘56 distributor, a ‘57 intake manifold (ECZ 9425-B), and a
model 4160 Holley carburetor rated at 600 CFM.
Taking good advice from CTCI, I installed a Mallory
distributor designed for the early T-Birds. While this
provided better highway speed performance, several
problems remained; the idle was rough and inconsistent, the car had an off idle hesitation and a lean
surge at low-speed cruise. Additionally, the carburetor had an electric choke, the ends of the manifold
choke heat tube were “plugged” with screws, and
there was an exhaust leak in the engine bay that
made its way into the passenger compartment.
To further improve the driving experience in the
car, I decided to tackle the carburetor and choke
heat tube problems. But before getting into the details, let me mention that my research reference on
the carburetor was Dave Emanuel's Super Tuning
and Modifying Holley Carburetors, a manual which I
recommend to anyone working on a Holley.
A careful inspection of the "plugs" in the ends
of the manifold choke heat tube revealed that exhaust gas was escaping along the threads. But the
real concern was the presence of exhaust gas because it indicated a leak in the tube, a common
problem with high mileage manifolds. Removing the
manifold to replace the tube revealed it was entirely
corroded away, only the ends remained. Replacement solved the exhaust gas leak. Even though the
existing carburetor didn’t use manifold heat, to protect the new tube, I installed a choke intake deflector
“mushroom” on the left side and a choke tube outlet
elbow with a rubber cap on the right side.
Next, I worked on the rough idle, suspecting the
cause was the idle mixture. But adjusting the idle
mixture screws did not smooth out the idle. Removing and inspecting them revealed they had blunt
ends typically used for emission type carburetors.
Replacing them with the correct needlepoint screws
(Holley part number 26-101) allowed adjustment to
settle the idle down nicely. By the way, I had three
different parts stores that carried Holley carburetors
tell me there was no difference between the two
types of mixture screws. You do have to look very

carefully to see the difference, but mixing air and fuel
is a precise process, and small differences are important.
The third issue I addressed was the off idle hesitation. I started by checking the accelerator pump
diaphragm, which proved not to be the problem. Exploring Holley’s website revealed that they provide
eight different accelerator pump cams, each with a
unique fuel delivery curve. A graph of the cams and
their corresponding fuel delivery curves is available
on Holley’s website, http://documents.holley.com/
pumpcamgraph.pdf. Replacing an existing cam with
one with the desired curve is a ten-minute job. One
last point on the cams is that they have from one to
three mounting holes and the throttle lever has two
mounting holes which set the starting point on the
curve. Figure 1 shows the two mounting holes in the
throttle lever.

1

2

Figure 1

Holley offers a cam assortment kit (part number
20-12) that includes all eight cams; Figure 2 shows
six of the cams.

Figure 2

With Holley’s graph as a guide and through
an install and test process, I replaced the pink number 330 cam with a black number 234 cam mounted
in position one and voilà, I could finally pull away
from a stoplight without having to feather the accelerator pedal.
(Continued on page 9)
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The last carburetor problem was the lean surge at
low-speed cruise. Research in Emanuel's book gave
rise to a theory that the engine was not flowing
enough to correctly “signal” the 600 CFM carburetor.
In the absence of equipment to measure the intake
flow, I built an Excel model to compute the engine
displacement and intake flow required based upon
the number of cylinders, bore, stroke, maximum RPM
and volumetric efficiency. This model is available for
download at no charge from the ACTC website at
www.arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org, under the links
menu. Alternatively it may be downloaded directly at
Engine_CID_and_Carburetor_Flow.xlsx. The model
is locked to prevent users from inadvertently changing a formula, but the password is blank.
The model with the data I used for our engine is
shown in Figure 3. It indicates that the 292 CID engine at 2,200 RPM and 75% volumetric efficiency will
Engine displacement and
carburetor flow requirement
Engine Displacement
Number of cylinders:
8
Bore:
3.75
Inches
Stroke:
3.30
Inches
Displacement:
Cubic
inches
292
Carburetor flow requirement
Maximum RPM: 2,200
Volumetric efficiency:
75%
Required flow:
Cubic feet / minute
139
Figure 3
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flow approximately 139 CFM or 23% of the carburetor’s 600 CFM rated flow. When cruising under a
light load, the flow was insufficient to draw the fuel
required. The solution was to increase the size of the
jets in another install and test process. The result
was number 69 jets, four sizes larger than the originals.
At this point, I was pleased with the carburetor
performance; the idle was smooth, and there was no
off idle hesitation or lean surge. However, fuel efficiency was a disappointing 14.5 MPG and throttle
responsiveness was not what I expected. Thinking
through it again, I realized that I was kidding myself
by running more carburetor than the engine could
use. Even at 5,000 RPM, and 100% volumetric efficiency, the engine would flow 422 CFM, only 70% of
the carburetor operational flow of 600 CFM. I needed
a carburetor rated at 422 CFM or slightly more.
A check of various Thunderbird parts catalogs
showed a new Holley model 4160, rated at 465 CFM
readily available. As an additional benefit, this carburetor comes with a standard manifold hot air choke so
I could make use of the new choke heat tube as well.
So, after learning all of this the hard (time consuming) way, I purchased and installed a 465 CFM
carburetor. The off idle hesitation returned with the
installation of the new carburetor, but a brief effort to
install and test first the black and then the orange
number 466 cam resolved the issue.
At the end of my “lessons,” fuel efficiency had
increased to 16.5 MPG, the engine is responsive,
smooth, and consistent, and the car is free of exhaust
fumes in the passenger compartment. It is now fun
to drive our T-Bird! Well, at least when the weather is
not too warm, but that is a whole another story.
Chris Ames
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Wondering what to wear for the ACTC Holiday
Party? Well, Don Anderson’s daughter Tracey’s
choice was elegant and heartfelt; her mother, Carol’s
Christmas dress from years past.

SOOIE ANNOUNCES
OCTOBER 'OF THE MONTH' WINNER
Dec. 02, 2016
Student Organization Outreach and Involvement Experience (SOOIE) is proud to announce
Registered Student Organization (RSO) Member
and Event of the Month for October.
The Member of the Month winner is Amanda
Pickett from the Higher Education Organization.
Pickett currently serves as the organization's Vice
President of Professional Development. Amanda
has been involved with the Higher Education Organization for almost two years and in that short time
has played a key role in the organization's success.
Pickett was praised for "going above and beyond to
provide professional development events for members and working hard to plan events that are actually helpful for graduate students preparing to enter
the workforce." Her peers say that she is organized,
passionate, and always open to input from others.
She currently is a graduate assistant for University
Programs within the Office of Student Activities at
the University of Arkansas. Her parents are Karla
and Brian Pickett of Derby, KS and proud grandparents are Pat and Sam Ciammitti.
Miss
Gracey
Mae
Droske,
daughter
of Bethany and Dan Droske weighed in at 7 lbs 13
ozs, 21.25 inches long on December 5, 2016 at 9:11
AM when a C-section was performed after 36 hours
of
labor.
Relieved
that
everything
went
well are grandparents Mark and Rosemary Ciammitti and great grandparents Sam and Pat Ciammitti.

Pat Ciammitti’s daughter, Karla, husband
Brian, granddaughter Amanda and grandson Michael
Pickett arrived from Kansas in the Phoenix valley for
the Ciammitti Christmas Celebration. It has been
three years since they made the journey to Arizona.
Circa 1992
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Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

E-mail: rob.slagle@sstireaz.com

ROB SLAGLE

