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CTCI REGION ONE CONVENTION
The CTCI Region One
Convention was a remarkable event. The NJORTC
Chapter selected a beautiful hotel with a professional and gracious staff and
large parking area for the
cars. The site was within
easy striking distance of
lots of sightseeing adventures. There were tours to
New York City and the
9/11 Memorial and Museum and a “Best of NYC”
Chuck Thompson
Cruise. Every aspect of
CTCI President
the Convention was well
orchestrated for everyone's enjoyment.
I found the “Jersey Poker Run,” the driving event
for the touring classes, an educational as well as enjoyable drive. Mike and Wendy Meehan put together
a route through the scenic countryside in and around
Morristown that included sites of the Continental Army
encampments during the Revolutionary War. One of
the stops marked only by a canon was the site of Fort
Nonsense. Originally referred to as “Kinney’s Hill,” it
is the highest point in the area and looking to the east
southeast, I could see Freedom Tower at 1 World
Trade Center approximately 25 miles out. It should
not be surprising that this was a strategic site for
Washington’s Army - they could see any British
movement between Morristown and New York!
The NJORTC Chapter has 49 Members, so how
did they sponsor such an impressive Convention? I’ll
share a few observations. First, their Members are
actively involved with their Club. There are 32 people
in the photo of Committee Chairs, and I know some
chairs were busy when the photo was taken. Second,
they have been practicing. This was the fifth Convention NJORTC has hosted, including regionals in ’91,
’99, and ’07, and an International in ‘02. They look
like professionals because they are professionals.

Region One Convention Committee Chairs
And even unfortunate trials were handled with
grace and elegance that transformed the attendee’s
perception from negative to positive. For example, on
the drive to Whippany, NJ, I watched for other Classic
Thunderbirds headed for the Convention. When I
was about 150 miles from the Convention site, I was
starting to think I had the wrong date. Then, as I was
coming down a long grade on I-80, I saw a Peacock
Blue ’56 off on an emergency cross over between the
lanes. I was in the right lane, and a quick check of
traffic made it clear I wasn’t going to be able to get to
the left lane to pull off. As I drove by, I saw there was
a Triple-A flat bed there, so I didn’t feel so bad about
passing up a fellow TBirder on the roadside.
Not exactly the sighting I
was expecting, but I
stopped worrying about
having the wrong date.
Three hours later, I
pulled into the Marriott and
was greeted by Rich Martin, a CTCI Director at
Large, a Member of
NJORTC and Chief Judge
for the 2017 Convention.
Rich said the car area was
Chris Ames
secure for the night, but
Arizona Bird Chatter that he would get me to
Gold Award
(Continued on page 5)
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A Lady In Red
I was recently watching the Today Show
when Tom Brokaw was a guest talking about the
upcoming Solar Eclipse. A clip was shown of Tom
talking about the last eclipse and he concluded his
commentary at that time by incredulously saying,
“We won’t see anything like this again until
2017!” Flash back to him today; he is chuckling in
that wonderful voice that he has as he talked about
here we are looking forward to seeing it again, a little
older and hopefully a little wiser.
The Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club made a
significant contribution to the CTCI 2017 Regional
Convention, held in Whippany, New Jersey. As
CTCI President, Chuck Thompson superbly executed his ceremonial responsibilities and he, his wife
Judy, and Director At Large, Chris Ames were CTCI
Ambassadors at the Welcome Dessert “Meet &
Greet” and the Awards Banquet. Additionally, Chris
drove his wife Sharon’s 1956 Thunderbird to the
Convention to have it judged in the Hoods Up Touring Class, judged in the Touring Class and was able
to squeeze in the Poker Run which was the driving
portion for the Touring Classes. Chris truly brought
home the Gold, when the Arizona Bird Chatter received a Gold Award for 2017. And Sharon’s 1956
Thunderbird was awarded First Place in Hoods Up
Touring. Thanks again Chuck, Judy, and Chris for
putting us on the map at that Convention.
As always, our activities slow down in the summer, but from what I see on my calendar, we are
starting up again with a pretty busy agenda. Coming
up September 22 is Run to the Pines and also on
September 23 is the New York to Halifax Cruise.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5
Looking forward to seeing you on the road,

ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS
Remember when Chubby
Checker was doing the
"Twist," and Ray Charles was
singing "I Can`t Stop Loving
You"? That was only yesterday, back when many ACTC
Members were meeting at the
Hilton Pavilion on Holmes Avenue in Mesa for the August 9,
1992, monthly get-together.
The owners of 12 Classic TBirds braved the August heat along with many other
faithful Members who probably drove their airconditioned rides to the $12.50 Breakfast Meeting.
It was announced that there was a total of 214 Club
Members as of August, 25 years ago. There were
no planned activities for the hot month of August, but
plans were underway for a cool "Steam Train Ride"
from Williams, AZ to the Grand Canyon in September.
A White `57 Thunderbird was advertised for
sale in the Arizona Bird Chatter back in `92. It had
zero miles on it since undergoing a frame-off restoration and was equipped with automatic transmission, white porthole top, power steering, power
brakes, skirts, black/white interior for $27,500. Call
Ken Falkenberry if you think he may still have it."
Yes, it was only yesterday that Mary Wright
was the big winner of $46.50 in the Split-the-Pot
drawing and Peter, Paul and Mary were singing "The
answer Is blowing in the wind."
Stewart Wright

Jean Fruscello

Mike Pettingell - Jim Crofts - Terry Duquette
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WAYS AND MEANS ITEMS FOR SALE

2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS
September 10

Meeting - Arrowhead Country
Club

September 16

Sedona Car Club Airport Show

September 22-24

Run to the Pines
Ames

September 23-30

Cruise RT New York - Halifax
Trasente

October 7

ACTC - Drive your T-Bird Day
Night at the Pavilions - Jim Havel

October 8

Meeting - Embassy Suites, 4415 E
Paradise Village Pkwy S, Phoenix

October 19-22

Run to the Sun - Lake Havasu
Musselmann & Falkenberry

TBD

Movie and Ice Cream Social
Andersen

November 4

Ghostly Night in Old Wickenburg
Wood

November 11

Polo Championship at WestWorld

November 12

Meeting & Officer Elections
Arizona Italian American Club

November 23

Fountain Hills Thanksgiving Day
Parade - Havel

December 2

Christmas Light Run
Bialy & Wagners

December 9

Christmas Party - Embassy Suites
4415 E Paradise Village Pkwy S.

2018 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS
March 1-4

Midnight at the Oasis
Dolan

April 3-10

Wine Cruise - LA to Vancouver
Trasente

May 21

Thunderbird Appreciation Day

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

Red T-Bird earrings ........................................... $21
Black T-Bird earrings ......................................... $21
L zipper front black sweatshirt w/
ACTC patch .................................................. $25
Ladies 2XL denim short sleeve button
Shirt w/ ACTC patch .......................................... $10
L Royal blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch ................... $12
XL Light blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch .................. $12
“All I Care About Is My T-Bird and like 3
people and BEER” T-shirts:
1 2XL Red..................................................... $12
4 2XL White ............................................. $12 ea
4 XL White ............................................... $12 ea
1 Medium White ............................................ $12
L Light blue long sleeve Speed Channel
Shirt .............................................................. $10
XL White Polo shirt with CTCI embroidered
w/ red car and lettering ................................... $6
1 Ladies Polo shirt Royal with ACTC logo .......... $12
1 Ladies Polo shirt White with ACTC logo .......... $12
L Ladies denim vest - embroidered .................... $12
1 Ladies Large Early Bird T-shirt with scoop
neck ................................................................ $8
Baseball cap Royal blue w/ ACTC patch............ $12
Off white baseball cap w/pink/black/blue
T-Bird logo ...................................................... $6
5 ACTC license plate frames ........................ $13 ea
2 Thunderbird plates ..................................... $13 ea
5 CTCI notepads ....................................... $2.50 ea
5 Pairs of dice ................................................. $4 ea
‘56 T-Bird “White Tail Fin” mounted
acrylic art 16” x 23” ..................................... $145
‘56 T-Bird overlay framed and matted ................ $95
‘55 thru ‘63 T-Bird poster framed and
glassed ......................................................... $50
‘56 T-Bird metal sign “America’s Most
Exciting Car” ................................................... $5
USA Bicentennial grill badge ............................. $35
USA Flag map grill badge .................................. $12
Corvette metal sign “50th Anniversary” ................ $5
2 V8 double switch plate covers...................... $7 ea
1 Historic Route 66 single switch plate
cover.......................................................... $6 ea
Call Tom Mckee at (602) 821-2562

August-September 2017 Arizona Bird Chatter

Page 4
JULY MEETING MINUTES
President Jean Fruscello opened the July 9,
2017, Meeting held at Gallagher’s at 10:20 AM, by
leading the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Hearing no corrections to the Minutes of the June
Meeting as printed in the Arizona Bird Chatter,
they stand approved.
HOSPITALITY:
Yvonne Wagner welcomed
Bruce, guest of Chuck Young and Kathy, guest of
Rich Bialy.
ACTIVITIES: Paul Fruscello. •The Ladies Who
Lunch group will gather at the Spaghetti Factory at
1:00 PM Wednesday, July 12. •Car Show in Flagstaff,
August 26 at Flagstaff Airport. •Don Rebtoy has entry
forms for the Sedona Car Club Sedona Show. •Drive
Your T-Bird Night at the Pavilions. •Only two rooms
left for the Lake Havasu Relics and Rods Run to the
Sun on October 19-22. •November 11 is Polo Day,
which was a blast last year. •Christmas Light Show
event, December 2 - more info coming from Rich Bialy. •Sandy Trasente announced that there were eight
couples booked for the April 3, 2018 LA to Vancouver
Cruise.
WAYS AND MEANS: Tom McKee announced
that heretofore there will not be a table with items for
sale brought to the Meetings. Orders will be taken
from catalogs. •Ken Falkenberry said there were only
five ACTC license plate frames left at only $13.00 - a
great way to advertise the Club.
SECRETARY: No report.
TREASURER: Tom Wagner announced that
there was a Board decision to combine the Checking
and Savings accounts to eliminate unnecessary
bookkeeping. He reported the balances in Checking
and Savings before they were combined and the balance of accounts combined.
MEMBER-AT-LARGE: Bob Michele said there
will be no August Meeting. September Meeting will be
at the Arrowhead Country Club, October will be at the
Embassy Suites, where the Christmas party will also
be held.
EX-OFFICIO: Jim Rodgers. No report.
CTCI: Chuck Young inquired if anyone was going to the CTCI Regional in New Jersey.
WEBMASTER: Chuck Young reminded everyone to keep up the good email etiquette. Check email
at least once a day, and answer promptly.
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Don Henderson had no
report.
MEMBERSHIP: Jim Cook reported that we
have 99 Households, 180 Members and 89 T-Birds:
15-55’s, 26-56’s and 89-57’s.
TELEPHONE COMMITTEE: Kate Marchisotto
and Rita Havel were not present.

NEWSLETTER: Chris Ames had no report.
PARLIAMENTRIAN: Mike Wood reported that
there were eight 1957 T-Birds, two 1956’s and two
1955’s in the parking lot, but only two had been
driven without tops. He gave out two awards: a
Thunderbird Monopoly game went to Ken and
son, Kaden Kowalski and a model sports car went
to Tom Hanby.
OLD BUSINESS: Jean reported that any one
leaving ACTC who has a bolo tie, should be notified
that the Club will buy them back. They should be
turned over to the Treasurer, who keeps a record of
any for sale.
NEW BUSINESS: None.
SPLIT THE POT: Jack Betterton won $84.00.
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 10:05 AM.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeannie Wood, Secretary
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my spot when I was ready, so after checking in and
unloading the car, I found him in the lobby. He introduced me to Glenn Forsell who was also ready to be
parked in his spot. Glenn was parked in a side lot,
so Rich joined me in my car, and we caught up with
Glenn as he was unlocking his Peacock Blue ’56,
which didn’t have a tire on the continental mounting
point. This was the T-Bird I had seen on the emergency road along I-80 - it was good to see it “home”.
I had pulled past Glenn’s car to leave room for
him to back out, but after a few minutes, we went
back to see if there was a problem and learned that
Glenn’s T-Bird would not crank. He had jumper cables, so I pulled in beside him, and we connected the
cables, but the car still wouldn’t crank. After checking the ground cable, Rich moved the jumper cable
from the battery ground to the engine and viola, the
car came to life, and we proceeded to our spots.
Talking to Glenn after we were parked, he told us
that the car had just been completely restored. It
looked great, and Rich explained that because the
tire had blown in route, the status of his continental
kit would not be judged. Rich’s assurance seemed
to brighten Glenn’s spirits. With a blown tire and a
loose ground cable, Glenn became the first candidate for the Hard Luck Award and ultimately received
it, along with a Gold Award for his ‘56 Primary NonOriginal Thunderbird.
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end up as first, second and third. So why was I wasting my time and energy? Well someone taught me
that you should always “Do the best you can with
what you’ve got!” and I have preached that on numerous occasions, so I took my own advice.

Mrs. Ames’ Thunderbird
At the Awards Banquet Saturday evening, I was
honored to be called up to accept a Gold awarded to
the Arizona Bird Chatter. After returning to my table
in the back corner of the hall, I thought I was done
being called up front, so I focused on dessert - which
turned out to have broken glass in it - but that is another story.
When they called my name for First Place in
Hoods Up Touring, I was surprised, to say the least!
But it is certainly nice to have an ACTC Thunderbird
bring a First Place home to Arizona.

Glenn W. Forsell - 56 Primary Non-Original
and Hard Luck Award
I was pleased to drive Mrs. Ames’ ‘56 Thunderbird to the Convention as it was the sole representation from ACTC. I registered in it in Hoods Up Touring, but after driving 2,540 miles over four days with
heavy rain off and on, the car was in desperate need
of a detailed cleaning. I devoted all the daylight time
I could to the task over Wednesday and Thursday.
All the while I was looking at three beautiful ’57s
parked to the right of our ’56 that I believed would

Chris Ames received Hoods Up Touring First
Place from Chief Touring Judge Bill Jessie
Chris Ames
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IMPROVING COOLANT FLOW
This article discusses two potential issues that
may have a negative effect on the coolant flow in your
Thunderbird’s engine temperature control system.
The first issue is the gasket installed between the water pump spacer and the TCC (Timing Chain Cover).

Figure 2 again shows the alignment of the spacer and TCC, but with a standard Y-Block water pump
gasket installed between them. The gasket is light
blue and a portion of it visible. Unfortunately, this visible part of the gasket presents an obstacle to the desired coolant flow. And this obstruction is at the most
critical point in the coolant flow into the volute opening
and ultimately to the engine’s water jacket. The good
news is this is easily corrected with a trim knife. This
obstruction occurs when a standard Y-Block water
pump gasket is used between either the OEM or A423 spacer and the TCC. If you are going to use one
of these gaskets, it should be trimmed to align with
the interior surface of the spacer.

Figure 1.
Figure 1 shows the alignment of the inner surface of an OEM water pump spacer and the TCC’s
water pump well. These two components define the
chamber in which the water pump impeller operates.
The impeller accelerates the coolant in a clockwise
flow, and centrifugal force keeps the fastest moving
coolant to the outer circumference of the chamber.
The green arrow shows the desired coolant flow back
into the volute opening.

Figure 3.
Figure 3 shows a gasket properly cut for the
spacer to timing chain cover mating. It is positioned
on top of a standard Y-Block water pump gasket to
illustrate the location, size and shape of the obstruction. While the gasket currently installed between
your spacer and TCC is probably presenting an obstruction, I would not remove the water pump to install
a proper gasket. I would ensure that the next time the
water pump is removed, that it is reinstalled with a
proper gasket.
Figure 2.

(Continued on page 7)
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The second potential issue is not as likely to exist in your Y-Block and results from a “bad” break at
the Cleveland Foundry. Upon close inspection of the
volute opening in the TCC, it appears in the manufacturing process, part of the casting was broken away
to make the volute opening. And not all breaks remove the same amount of the casting.
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light, most of us have no idea if the TCC on our car
got a good break or bad brake when it was manufactured 60 plus years ago. I suggest you make a note
to check the next time the water pump is removed.
Or if the TCC is removed from the engine, there is no
better time to check for and remove any protrusion
that exists.
One final point on this issue is that it applies to
all Y-Blocks, regardless of whether an OEM spacer,
an aftermarket spacer, or no spacer is installed. Lets
share this information with all Y-Block owners.
Chris Ames

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS

Figure 4.
Figure 4 shows a timing chain cover with an example of a casting protrusion into the volute opening.
Because of the location of the volute opening when
the TCC is installed, a casting protrusion is not something you would observe unless you were specifically
looking for it. I had installed my new cast iron spacer
before I became aware of this potential problem and I
removed the water pump just to check. I found a protrusion close in size to the one pictured in figure 4. I
used an angle drill with a 1½ inch sanding drum with
number 80 abrasive to remove the biggest part of the
protrusion, then stepped down to 1 inch, ¾ inch, and
finally a ½ inch drum. Finally, the water jacket needed to be thoroughly flushed to remove all grinding debris.

FOR SALE: Original Black Arizona "56" license
plates. Can be used on 1956 or 1957 Thunderbirds.
One plate in good condition for ...................... $100.
Set of two are in absolutely MINT condition. Beautifully powder coated and ready for your Thunderbird
for .................................................................. $375.
Call Ken F at (480) 861-3742.
FOR SALE: Emergency Hood Release Handle for ‘55, ‘56, or ‘57 Thunderbirds. Installation instructions included. ..................... $20 plus shipping.
Call Ross Woodman (916) 768-3305.

SHHHHHH….
Figure 5.
Figure 5 shows the inner surface of the timing
chain cover with which the volute opening should be
flush. Because this issue has only recently come to

As a courtesy to others, please remember to turn off your phones or set
them on vibrate when you enter the meeting
room!
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BABBITT FORD CAR SHOW

THE 35th ANNUAL SEDONA CAR SHOW
September 16, 2017
The Sedona Car Show is a wellorchestrated exhibition of classic cars,
unique aircraft, and stunning red rock
scenery. This year's show is a celebration of Camaro's 50th anniversary.
Check-in is from 8:00 AM till 10:00 AM
and the show runs from 10:00 AM through 2:00 PM.
The Registration form is available on the Sedona
Car Club’s Website SedonaCarClub.com.
Chris Ames

RUN TO THE PINES
September 22 - 24, 2017
This year’s Run To The Pines
Show at the Pinetop Lakes Golf and
Country Club in Pinetop is full. Email
me if you need a room.
Chris Ames

RELICS & RODS
40th ANNUAL RUN TO THE SUN
LAKE HAVASU CITY, ARIZONA
October 19 - 22, 2017
The Relics & Rods Website
www.relicsandrods.com has all of
the information you need to register for the car show. Register
online or print it out and send
snail mail.
We have two rooms remaining at the London Bridge Resort, their website is
www.londonbridgeresort.com. One of those is a two
bedroom, two bathroom suite. Call Jamie Thompson (765) 661-1566 or email thompsonclassics@gmail.com for your hotel reservation. Please
do not call the hotel.
We have a group of about 20 who have committed to this trip.
More details in the October newsletter and individual emails will be sent to those who are going.
Jack and Nikki Musselmann can be reached via
email at Tbird2some@gmail.com if you have questions about the event.
Jamie Thompson

Saturday morning, July 1, 2017, started off to be
like any other car show weekend with a few ACTC TBirders meeting at McDonald's at the Carefree Highway and I-17 before heading to the 4th Annual Babbitt Ford Car Show on Sunday. However, for some
unknown reason, Don Henderson and his faithful
navigator Rosie were nowhere to be found.
Well, Carter Rodgers, driving his Papaw’s blue
'57 T-Bird found the Henderson duo on the off-ramp
of I-17 at Carefree Highway. It seems as though their
'65 Mustang Pony got thirsty before she got to the
waterhole and decided to blow off a little steam. After
some friendly persuading to the Li’l Pony, she made it
to the McDonalds where she got a well-deserved
drink of water.
Don, being the most knowledgeable Ford mechanic in the land, decided that once cooled off, she
would be able to make the trip on up to Munds Park
where Jim Rodgers was waiting with liquid refreshments for all.
WRONG! That Li’l Pony wasn’t a bit happy
about the 100 plus degree day or the stop and go
traffic at Sunset Point and had to be put on the trailer
at Cordes Junction. She did make it to the show on
Sunday and a fun weekend was had by all. I do
know as of this publication, that Li’l Mustang has a
new radiator that will keep the best of them cool, and
that will keep her owner cool as well.
Jim Rodgers

AT A REST STOP IN OHIO
When making its’ annual trip from Phoenix to
Maine, my reliable T-Bird sprang a heater core leak
on I-90 in Ohio. Fortunately, we were able to pull off
onto a rest areas’ exit ramp. While waiting for Triple
A and using only a dime, I was able to loop the heater
hose but had no screwdriver to tighten the hose
clamp or water to refill the radiator. Just then Walt
Bender and his wife stopped and asked if we needed
any help. He had a screwdriver, water and a gallon
of antifreeze and a closed trailer on the back of a
pickup.
After tightening the clamp and refilling the radiator, they asked if I wanted to see the car they had. I
was not all that interested but how could I refuse.
Upon looking into the trailer door, my jaw dropped.
I think I learned three things; do not carry tools
or water and always look when invited. Pictures and
the story of the Hillsdale Duesenberg can be found by
googling it.
Fred Artus
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ARIZONA GEOGRAPHY 102
(Continued from the July Bird Chatter)
32. Petrified wood is the official state fossil. The
Petrified Forest in northeastern Arizona contains
America’s largest deposits of petrified wood.
33. Many of the founders of San Francisco in
1776 were Spanish colonists from Tubac, Arizona.
34. Phoenix originated in 1866 as a hay camp to
supply military post - Camp McDowell.
35. Rainfall averages for Arizona range from
less than three inches in the deserts to more than 30
inches per year in the mountains.
36. Rising to a height of 12,643 feet, Mount
Humphreys north of Flagstaff is the state’s highest
mountain.
37. Roadrunners are not just in cartoons! In Arizona, you’ll see them running up to 17 mph away
from their enemies.
38. The Saguaro Cactus is the largest cactus
found in the U.S. It can grow as high as a five-story
building and is native to the Sonoran Desert, which
stretches across southern Arizona.
39. Sandra Day O’Connor, the first woman appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court, grew up on a
large family ranch near Duncan, Arizona.
40. The best-preserved meteor crater in the
world is located near Winslow, Arizona.
41. The average state elevation is 4,000 feet.
42. The Navajo Nation spans 27,000 square
miles across the states of Utah, Arizona and New
Mexico, but its capital is seated in Window Rock, Arizona.
43. The amount of copper utilized to make the
copper dome atop Arizona’s Capitol building is equivalent to the amount used in 4.8 million pennies.
44. Near Yuma, the Colorado River’s elevation
dips to 70 feet above sea level, making it the lowest
point in the state.
45. The geographic center of Arizona is 55 miles
southeast of Prescott near the community of
Mayer.
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46. You could pile four 1,300-foot skyscrapers
on top of each other, and they still would not reach
the rim of the Grand Canyon.
47. The hottest temperature recorded in Arizona
was 128 degrees at Lake Havasu City on June 29,
1994.
48. The coldest temperature recorded in Arizona
was 40 degrees below zero at Hawley Lake on January 7, 1971.
49. A Saguaro Cactus can store up to nine tons
of water.
50. The state of Massachusetts could fit inside
Maricopa County (9,922 sq. miles).
51. The westernmost battle of the Civil War was
fought at Picacho Pass on April 15, 1862, near Picacho Peak in Pinal County.
52. There are 11.2 million acres of National Forest in Arizona and one-fourth of the state is forested.
53. Wyatt Earp was neither the town marshal
nor the sheriff in Tombstone at the time of the shootout at the O.K. Corral. His brother Virgil was the
Town Marshal.
54. On June 6, 1936, the first barrel of tequila
produced in the United States rolled off the production line in Nogales, Arizona.
55. The Sonoran Desert is the most biologically
diverse desert in North America.
56. Bisbee is the Nation’s southernmost milehigh city.
57. The two largest manmade lakes in the U.S.
are Lake Mead and Lake Powell - both located in Arizona.
58. The longest remaining intact section of
Route 66 can be found in Arizona and runs from
Seligman to Topock, a total of 157 unbroken miles.
59. The 13 stripes on the Arizona flag represent
the 13 original colonies of the United States.
60. The negotiations for Geronimo’s final surrender took place in Skeleton Canyon, near present-day
Douglas, Arizona, in 1886.
61. Prescott, Arizona is home to the world’s oldest rodeo, and Payson, Arizona is home to the
world’s oldest continuous rodeo - both of which date
back to the 1880s.
62. Kartchner Caverns, near Benson, Arizona, is
a massive limestone cave with 13,000 feet of passages, two rooms as long as football fields, and one of
the world’s longest soda straw stalactites measuring
21 feet, 3 inches.
Jim Rodgers
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Former Member of ACTC, Ralph Robert Devlin, Scottsdale, AZ, passed away
Wednesday, August 23, 2017. He was
born in Chicago, Illinois, February 22,
1942, to James E. Devlin, Sr. and Gertrude P. Devlin. The family moved to Wichita, Kansas
in 1951 and he attended Blessed Sacrament. He
graduated from Southeast High School in 1960, lettering in tennis. He was a graduate of Kansas Newman (College) University in 1971 and was a Rent-ACenter Franchisee in Ohio and the Phoenix area.
He is survived by his three sons: Robert
(Tara) of South Carolina, David Refior (Denise) of
Nebraska, and Ralph Devlin Jr. (Nichole) of Arizona,
brothers: Frank Devlin (Marilyn) of Texas and Tom
Devlin (Myra) of Wichita, and sister Mary Pottebaum
(Bob) of Arizona, 10 grandchildren (including Krista
Marie Devlin (21), 4 nephews and 2 nieces. He is
preceded in death by his mother, father and brother
James E. Devlin, Jr.
Ralph enjoyed hunting, golf (earned the distinguished recognition of a Hole-in-One), playing
cards and being a Member of the Arizona Classic
Thunderbird Club. Ralph joined ACTC in 1985 and
became a CTCI Member shortly after. He served our
Club as Ways and Means Chairperson in 1988-89;
Public Relations in 1991; Vice-President in 1992;
President in 1993; Ex-Officio in 1994; and was Nominating Chairperson in 1988. He was the proud owner
of three classic T-Birds (all red) and won awards at
the Regional and National
Conventions.
He remained a Member until his health
declined in 2015. He
was also an avid
reader and loved to
travel and enjoyed
collecting art from all
over the world. Ralph
was honored to serve
his country in the U.S.
Army National Guard
in Vietnam and was
Ralph Robert Devlin
awarded the Bronze 02-22-1942 – 08-23-1917
Star.
The funeral service will be held at Blessed
Sacrament, Wichita, Kansas on Thursday, September 7, 2017, 10:00 AM. The Graveside service will
be held at Lakeview Cemetery immediately following.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established with the Folded Flag Foundation. Please
send donations to Downing Lahey Mortuary, 6555 E.
Central, Wichita, KS, 67206.
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Dolly Mae Brenner
made her appearance in
Michigan on July 29,
2017, weighing in at
eight pounds, six ounces
and 19.5 inches long.
Dolly was welcomed
by parents, Ryan and
Sara and big brother,
Crew (21 months old),
along with Grandparents
Scot and Jerri Brenner
and Great Grandparents,
Pat and Sam Ciammitti,
making this their sixth
Great-Grandchild. Plans
are in the making for
them to move back to
Arizona soon.

Dolly Mae Brenner

Sara, Dolly, and Ryan Brenner
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ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

For all your
tire needs,
personal or
classic call:

Any questions
call John
Marchisotto
480-695-0676

To rent these spaces, call Tom at (602) 448-1891.

