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CRAZY CAR SHOW
Have you put your thinking caps, on?
How are you going to decorate your car or
yourself to the era of your vehicle?
Or any other Crazy idea.
Event: Crazy Car Show
Date: November 3, 2018
Where: Metro Center (North East Corner)
Time: Check in 8:00 am—goody bags & TShirt
Cost: Decorated vehicles
$35.00
Cost: Undecorated
$40.00
Car Corral:
$40.00
Prizes will be cash,
Along with a show there will be a Gymkhana.
1. Downhill Slow Race.
2. Slalom course (passenger will drop a golf
ball in a bucket (4 tries).
3. Back up Slalom course (break balloons).
4. Soccer game (push large ball through poles).
Vendors, food trucks, music and fun.
Start thinking about where you want to work? Those
with trouble walking around can work check- in and
raffle tables. Steve at MCC will send 20 students to
help work the show. Metro security and off duty Police
Officer will do the judging for Crazy Car Show. Club
members will judge regular show.

HERE ARE SOME IDEAS!!!!
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JEANNIE K’S
JARGON
The bossy editor of this newsletter wants me to
talk about the Crazy Car Show coming up in November. But what can I say about it, except that it’s
an original idea, it will attract a lot of people, we’ll
have fun dressing up any car, truck or motorcycle
you happen to have—anything on wheels! The activities like the slow down hill race and Gymkhana
that Mike is putting together, will be very exciting!
So, even if you don’t want to decorate your vehicle,
you can still come out to show it off the regular way.
And maybe you will win a prize.
What a glorious day we had for our annual picnic! A lovely park that easily accommodated well
over the 100 of us who attended. And wasn’t it
great to see Mary and Stewart Wright again? They
have gone through rough waters, but they are still
kicking. And Stewarts article in the last Bird
Chatter was a reminder to us of how grateful we
should be to CTCI. Read it again if you don’t remember.
Phylllis Ropacki came to the park with her family.
She especially wanted to thank all the well wishers
who sent cards and drove their T-Birds to Tom’s
service and she graciously donated to the Club the
scrapbook that Tom had kept through the years. As
I was looking through the photos of beautiful, colorful Thunderbirds—dozens and dozens of them… I
couldn’t help but wonder. Where are they all now?
Are you still hiding yours in the garage?
Here in Phoenix, we have a sure-fire way to tell
when the seasons change. Not many changes in
the foliage. No cooler nights to sit outside around a
cozy fire. Not looking up at the sky and saying, “It
sure looks like it could snow tonight”. No, our way of
knowing when it’s summer is when our friends flee
to higher elevations. We know it’s Autumn when
they come back down to where we welcome them
back.

If we envied them the cooler temperatures
they enjoyed while we endured searing heat,
we don’t let them know.
Remember! It’s the Classic Thunderbirds
that brought us together, it’s the friends
we make who keep us together.
Jeannie K

Any changes to Membership status should be
sent to: ACTC c/o Jim Cook, 65 Gray Fox Drive,
Sedona, AZ 86351-7264 or Email
Jim Cook800@gmail.com
ARCHIVE REFLECTIONS
The hot summer winds drive many ACTC SnowBirds out of town until cool October, but the rest just
stay put, like the 68 out of 206 club members who attend the May 16, 1993 breakfast meeting. Seventeen
Classic Thunderbirds were driven to that meeting,
eight with A/C and nine without.
Bill Johnson`s Big Apple Restaurant at 19th Ave
and Bell Road was a favorite meeting place 25 years
ago, with a choice of two breakfasts at $7.50 each and what if
you didn`t want breakfast? Well
then, coffee was just $1. So
why don`t we meet there anymore? Sadly, the Big Apple
Restaurant is now a Big Pawn
Shop.
Some CTCI chapters also offered a good reason for us to
get out of hot Phoenix for a while. Back then the
chapters would actually compete to host a CTCI Regional Convention. On June 17, CTCI Region 6
(that`s us) held a convention in Irvine, CA. On July 1,
Region 5 held a CTCI convention in Kansas City, MO.
Then on July 28, Region 3 held a CTCI convention in
Yakima, WA.
If you didn`t leave town in May `93, you could have
gotten dressed up in your 50`s outfit and gone on a
cool evening "Romancing The Classic Cruise" in your
T-bird to Spinner`s Diner and Lounge at 3333 E. Van
Buren. There you could step back into the 50`s with a
Sock Hop and some Golden Oldies music. Hopefully
Spinner`s is not also a Pawn Shop today.
Stewart Wright
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Happy Birthday

2018 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS

May 4-6
May 20

Route 66 Fun Run
No Volunteer to run event
Meeting Western Skies Golf
Course 1245 E. Warner Rd
$14.00/person 9:00 am
Special Note: “This National Thunderbird
Appreciation Day”
We will leave shortly after the
meeting ends and travel on a
cruise approximately 30 miles.
Latter half will be a scenic ride.
If your T-Bird runs drive it!!!!

03 Jon P. Braemer

23 Robert A Stoles

13 Frank Graziano

25 Carter Rodgers

13 Jody Pokorski

26 Nikki Musselmann

15 Ken May

27 Gene Anderson

19 Cheryl Crofts

31 Danny Kim

21 James Havel

June 10

Meeting American/Italian club
7509 12th Street 9:00 am

July 8

Meeting Arrowhead Country
Club 19888 N. 73rd Ave,
Glendale 15:00 9:00 am

September 9

TBA

September 28-30
October 14

Run to the Pines, Chris Ames,
Frank Garrett, Jack & Nikki
Musselman
Meeting TBA

November 3

Crazy Car Show

14 Sioles, Robert & Donna

November 11

Meeting will be at the Musselman’s
home for lunch. We’ll meet in the
morning and have coffee and
donuts. 12: noon lunch 2145 E
Galveston St, Chandler

17 Albers, Elvin & Lynn

Christmas Party

28 Crofts, Jim & Cheryl

December

~ MAY ANNIVESARIES ~
01 Hill, Paul & Shirley
04 Cinader, Gary & Barbra

20 Thurston, Gregg & Linda
22 Shearer, Douglas & Ellen

28 Doles, Mike & Toni
30 Garrett, Frank & Joan

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

__________________________________________

Special Prayers for any of our members
That are under the weather.
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ACTC
.
APRIL 2018 MEETTING MINUTES
The meeting was called to order by President
Jeannie Wood at 1:45 pm. The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited. The minutes of the
previous meeting were approved as printed.
HOSPITALITY: Yvonne Wagner introduced new members Debi & Steve Ulsund
who have FOUR T-Birds! Lynn Albers introduced
her guest, her mother Lucille. Tony and Eve who
recently moved to Buckeye are happy to be here! It
was great to see Stewart and Mary Wright! Sam,
from the New Mexico Club was visiting and will be
helping our club with the Regional. Mary Ann Woods
was here with her dog; Chuck Young introduced his
granddaughter Grace. Phyllis Ropacki was here with
her son and grandson. She spoke of how much Tom
loved the club and the members and said that they
drove the T-Bird today! She gave the club an album
that Tom had kept of all of the events. Jack introduced his grandmother. Several T-birders are ill.
Ruth Butera, Bonita Lily and Pat Lynch are all home
now and doing OK. Larry Braasch has a rare germ
that he picked up on their recent trip to Israel. He’s
been in and out of the hospital. Garrett Anderson
has had a high temperature for a couple of weeks;
they’re doing tests. Amanda (Thurston) had a baby
boy! Those with April birthdays were sung to.
ACTIVITIES: Paul Fruscello thanked Gene
Anderson for arranging the Sanderson Ford Museum activity. It was awesome! He also thanked Ken
Falkenberry and Jamie and Gary Thompson for doing Tech Day. Rita Havel spoke about the upcoming
Silver Rose Parade. There are 13 volunteers from
our club with convertibles; she would like two more.
It’s an 8 mile parade. Denis Frank, who is our CTCI
Representative, said the Arcadia neighborhood is
having an Inaugural Car Show on the same date. It’s
from 8am to 11am; entry is $30. It’s at the LDS
church on 56th St.
*Run to the Pines in September-see Paul or Frank
Garrett with questions.
*Sedona car show in September also.
*Rotary Club of Tucson has a car show in October
TREASURER: Tom Wagner reported the balance in our checking account.
WAYS & MEANS: Tom McKee-brought what
he has at this time. Jim Rodgers showed a picture of
his T-Bird that an artist did for him and had his card
to hand out if anyone is interested.
SECRETARY: Pat Cox-no report.
EX-OFFICIO: Jean Fruscello. No Report.

MEMBER AT LARGE: Bob Michele asked for a
round of applause for our servers.
*20 May-next meeting at Western Skies on Warner
Rd in Gilbert. Drive your T-Bird! It’s T-Bird Appreciation Day.
*10 June-meeting at American Italian Club in Glendale
*8 July-meeting at Arrowhead Country Club.
No meeting in August.
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Don Henderson showed a
trophy from the Ahwatukee Easter Parade. Don
thanked those members who participated.
NEWSLETTER: Mike Wood said everyone is now
getting their newsletters! He said an article about
Yuma from Mike Dolan will be in next newsletter. He
also spoke about the proposed Crazy Car Show.
Metro Center has space in one section with plenty of
room. There will be a gymkhana also…for cars instead of horses! Start thinking about how you’ll
dress up your car. We should be able to make $34000; cost is about $1000. The tentative date is the
1st weekend in November; the 3rd or 4th. Mike has
two sponsors and is looking for more.
MEMBERSHIP: Jim Cook said we have 98
households, 182 members, and 91 Classic T-birds.
TELEPHONE: Rita Havel thanked all of the volunteers.
PARLIAMENTARIAN: Carter Rodgers said there
are two ‘55’s; six ‘56’s and fourteen ‘57’s in the parking lot!
OLD BUSINESS: Ken Falkenberry reminded everyone that Tom Ropacki made publicity happen for
our club with the Suns 1993 Parade. Thunderbirds
stole the show!
NEW BUSINESS: Games available today are a
horse race and Calendar pick.
CTCI: Chuck Thompson said his term as director
of Region 6 is up this year if anyone is interested in
running. Regarding the Regional: Little America is
confirmed as well as a backup hotel. Dates are May
14-20, 2019. Thanked Sam for coming from New
Mexico for today’s meeting. Denis Frank has applications available for CTCI membership today.
WEBMASTER: Chuck Young-no report.
Mike Dolan said he has applications for Midnight
at the Oasis next year.
SPLIT THE POT: Tom Wagner presented Debbie
Reitman with $152.00. Another ticket was drawn for
a Thunderbird Monopoly game…Bob Domagalski.
MEETING ADJOURNED: 2:38 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Cox, Secretary
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CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS
1956 Thunderbird with both tops, continental
kit, 3 speed transmission with overdrive, no rust
ever, new white paint , New black/white interior,
new tires, speedo show 95K, mechanics rebuilt,
very nice original car $25,000 or possible trade
plus cash for a customized ‘51 ford shoe box resto rod. Ed Torel 602-768-4156
2002 Harley Davidson Electra Guide, 39K
black, lots of extra parts. Excellent condition
$7500.00
Michael Wood 602-568-8140
____________________________________
After a week in the hospital and six weeks in
a rehab facility, it is good to be back home. It is
also time to express a sincere thank you for all
the cards with get well wishes, flowers, much appreciated visits, and gifts of food when I returned
home. Thank you over and over.

Love …. Bonita Lilly
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FOR SALE - items from Ways and Means:
Call Tom Mckee at (602) 821-2562
1 Ladies 2xl denim short sleeved button shirt
with ACTC patch. $10.00
1 Thunderbird plates. $13.00
4 pair dice
$4.00 each
T-shirts “All I care About is My T-bird and like 3
people and beer”
$12.00
1 2xl Red
4 2xl White
4 xl White
1 medium White
1 Men’s Large long sleeved Light Blue Speed
Channel Shirt
$5.00
1 Men’s XL Polo shirt White with CTCI
Embroidered w/red car & lettering
$6.00
1 Ladies Polo shirt Royal Blue with logo
$10.00
1 Men’s Medium Hawaiian T-bird button front
shirt $10.00
Off white baseball cap/pink/black/blue T-Bird
logo $5.00
Clay T-Bird Sculpture by Steve Hall $5.00
Framed T-bird Mirror $5.00

Additional tip from Tech Day:
If you are a purist and like keeping 110% original
don’t do this to your T-|Bird. But if you would like more
air flow and never have to refill that oil bath filter, I
have a solution.
1. Drain oil and clean the base of air cleaner.
2. Remove the gauze and inner material from the
top. It may take a while and tin snips or sheet
metal shears.
3. So basically you have a shell
4. New KN E-2605-1

Article from Jerry Yetter MVTC member, FI
Ken Falkenberry

“DO APRIL SHOWERS REALLY BRING
MAY FLOWERS”
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MIDNIGHT AT THE OASIS SHOW “MATO”
The 2018 trip to Yuma’s MATO was a great time to enjoy
a stress free drive and take the time to talk with friends.
Both groups met up at the shell station in
Gila Bend. Jim Rodger’s had to explain
why he had his spare tire on (the nail story). Mike Wood
was towing a trailer in case any one needed help. Everyone else made it to the Gila Bend meeting point trouble
free, so we headed out for Yuma. On the drive
“Hunger hit”, before we arrived in Yuma,

requiring a pit stop at Dateland. That’s when Jim
Cook and Danny Kim called and told me the Caballeros
would not let them pick up everyone packets. The rules
had changed, now they want to see ID or your entrée post
card before handing over your packet. So everyone
agreed to just head straight to the auditorium to pick up
our packets. Then we proceeded to the Springhill Suites in
Yuma.

Continue on page 7
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Friday night everyone was at the happy hour
in the lobby except Lynn Silvernale and her sister
Doris, who were out enjoying the evening. Steve
Kovacic drove down from Prescott and met us, but had
a Ford Retractable Club meeting to go to. Rich Bialy
and Kathy were enjoying the happy hour. Jim Rogerswas out getting his tire fixed, but joined us and caught
up. The front desk clerk delivered a note to call Ray.
Tom Wagner reminded me that Ray was the head of
the Saddleback Rods club. They had such a good time
last year at our Saturday night dinner, they asked if
they could do it again. It was agreed that we would invite them to the dinner.
Saturday morning everyone was up early and out
cleaning their cars before they made their way to the
field. Mike Wood was helping Carter Rodgers change
the flat on the newly tubed tire that Jim had fixed on
Friday evening. Soon everyone was on their way to the
field where we had our normal reserved parking spaces. The shade tent went up next to Jack Betterton and
Polly’s beautiful Galaxy and everyone started the car
talk. The cars got lots of people looking and asking
questions. Don and Rosemary Henderson’s newly
completed Mustang had lots of attention. The younger
crowd showed up later in the Day. Jack Bro was driving
his sister’s hoop. I think that’s what they call cars now
or is it whip? This year the climbing wall was invincible,
several attempts were made but victory was denied.
The day was perfect with a cool breeze. The cars started heading back to the hotel around 4 o’clock. When
we got back to the Hotel, Tom Wagner told us a MATO
official stopped him and announced that his car was
awarded “the most sought after show award” and for
him to receive his award he had to put his ‘56 in the
winner’s row at the main field for Sundays review. This
is the 3rd year in a row someone from our club has won
an award at this show. Congratulations to Tom and
Yvonne Wagner, they picked up their trophy at the Sunday award ceremony.
Saturday night was a planned dinner in the large meeting room, but this time we were joined by 18 member of
the Saddle Back Rods club. Yvonne Wagner (Mrs.
Hospitality) got everyone’s attention and one by one we
all introduced ourselves to each other. Olive Garden
provided the catered buffet which contained 3 types of
pasta, 4 sauces, meatballs, Italian sausage and of
course plenty of those tasty breadsticks. Our new
friends were very polite and thankful and before you
knew it we were all talking for hours about cars, trips
and next year’s show.
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Tom Wagner’s 56 Chevrolet Hardtop
Look at that great big SMILE!
“The Most Sought After
Award”
At 2018 MATO Show

TECH DAY 2018
Tech Day started with the arrival of 17 little T-Birds rolling into the large parking apron at Gary/Jamie Thompsons home. Their beautiful garage facility , complete
with hoist, made a perfect place for our 18th consecutive Tech Day event. What a refreshing sight to see all
the colorful little T-Birds.

As you read about our day’s events, please
thank Duane Foster for his great pictures. 41
ACTC members and 10 guests made this one of
the largest Tech Days. Coffee, muffin’s, OJ, and
banana's, made everyone have a comfortable
morning.
*9am: Introductions and greetings to everyone
attending. Chris Ames spoke on the continued
acceptance and success of his A-432 water
pump spacer. His company Paragon Technology, Inc, has sold over 200 units in the U.S. and
Internationally.
*Our next speaker was Mike Hish. Mike creates
“Beautiful” pictures of your T-Birds with his artistry of photo/computer technology. For more information contact Mr Hish at 602-690-9978.
Continue on page 8
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*Next we addressed several of the questions/
concerns from our members. Example: Where can I
get my Town/Country radio fixed (S&M ElectroTech, Inc call: 763-780-2881). What about my clock
(Clock Works 715-479-5759). Other mechanical
questions we discussed as well.
*I brought up the subject of CTCI. If you read April’s
Bird Chatter you read Stewart Wright’s front page
article. I asked for a show of hands of today’s
group, how many were CTCI members? We had
about 70% present.
*Lunch was served, Subway sandwiches, chips and
mixed nuts, plus Cookies!!! Always pop, water and
coffee to drink.
*After lunch we welcomed Steve Skroch, Mesa CC
Automotive Instructor and his 4 students who wanted to attend. You may recall that Bob Michele had
an article in the March Newsletter about our club
visiting Mesa CC with cars and speaking to them in
a class room setting. Steve was glad to speak to us
about his interest in older cars and how he works
with his students to help maintain that interest. He
was so impressed with our group/club, he joined
ACTC. How about that??
I was glad to see our ACTC ladies in attendance
today. Mary Ann Woods drove her beautiful ‘55 TBird from Black Canyon City. See, ladies you can
drive these little cars.
Deb Lassall was also there, and came up front to
say a few words. She wanted to take the microphone from me, but I won’t let her. Deb said “I always wanted to be a public speaker”, but I thought I
might not get microphone back.
*As you’ll note we had Mary Ann’s Bird up on the lift
with Jack M and Don H (with over 110 years of experience) adjusting trans linkage, carb/choke and
ignition switch lube.
She was very appreciative for the help.
*In closing, I happened to open a wall cabinet with
cleaning/drying towels, only to discover a gift box of
Gary’s favorite drink. Crown Royal “Reserve”! Imagine that? It was a gift from us for all Gary’s help and
use of his great shop.
*Special thanks to Duane Foster for photos and
Carter Rodgers for sound system.
“””REMEMBER IF IT RUNS DRIVE IT”””

SHHHHHH….
As a courtesy to others, please remember to turn off your phones or set them
on vibrate when you enter the meeting room!

*Other T-Bird ladies headed to Scottsdale for lunch
and a movie. Reports, state they had a wonderful
time.

What a shock for Ed
Tracy. I knew taking
my car to Tech Day
was a mistake! I
should not have
gone to the rest
room, I hate white
walls%&$#@.
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T-BIRD ACTIVITIES
Trinity Church Car Show
Wow, what a wonderful event. ACTC
had a nice turn out. Jim Rodger’s 57 T
-Bird, Carter Rodger’s 66 Shelby Mustang, Tom and Yvonne’s 56 T-Bird,
Mike Wood’s 55 T-Bird, Don Henderson’s 65 Mustang, Ken Falkenberry’s
57 T-Bird, Don Rebtoy’s 29 model A
pick-up & Chevelle convertible (how
did he drive two cars)? Mike Brown’s
51 Ford pick-up and Chuck Young

Get ready for a major road trip!
CTCI Convention 2018
Knoxville, TN August 15-19
Make your hotel reservations now
Crowne Plaza call 865-522-2600 and ask for
Jamie Julius or visit Smoky Mountain
Classic Thunderbird Club website.
Use
www.SmokyMountainThunderbirds.org use
link there for online car registration.
Leave early or stay late to enjoy all the
wonderful sites in the area.

with his 53 Ford
Custom pickup.
Church had
breakfast available and lunch,
young folks
went around
with coolers
and supplied us with cold water. Everyone had a fabulous time.
Club had three winners!!!!
Thunderbirds— Jim Rodgers
Pick-up trucks — Michael Brown
Best original — Don Rebtoy

CLASSIC T-BIRDS BROUGHT US TOGETHER,
FRIENDS WE MAKE KEEP US
TOGETHER.

Ahwatukee Easter Parade
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RUN TO THE PINES

Amanda
(Thurston) and
Timothy Raine’s
new baby Born
April 11, 2018
7 lbs, 5 oz, 20.5”
long
Congratulations

“MOM”
Officers Picnic at Pera Park

It is a little early to plan another adventure. “Run To The Pines” is just around
the corner. Frank Garrett has blocked 10
rooms at the Casino. Only king size bed
rooms were available. If you want two
beds contact the Hon-Dah Resort directly. Any unreserved rooms will be released September 14th per the Group
Booking Manager but there are no guarantees.
ACTC members can contact me @
frankdgarrett@gmail.com or
call 480 250 6226.
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ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

Jorge Sommerer

I-CAR & ASE
Trained & Certified

Arizona Collision Services

Light to heavy collision work welcome, insurance approved. Towing service available. We specialize in all
types of Unibody, Frame and Color Matching.
Lifetime Written Warranties.
3222 N. Grand Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85017
azkstm17@yahoo.com Phone: 602-265-4311
Fax: 602 285-1654 Mobile: 623-330-3017

For all your
tire needs,
personal or
classic call:
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From the editor’s desk!

Guess who this handsome serviceman is.???

Submit articles and/or information
to:
mwoodcars@yahoo.com or mail
the return address on this
newsletter.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 20th OF THE MONTH!

Meetings are smoke free and cell phone free
SIGN IN LONDON DEPARTMENT STORE:
BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS….

Arizona Bird Chatter
Published by:

Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club
CTCI Chapter 35
8355 W La Caille
Peoria, AZ 85383

Best Doggone
Car at the show.
Where?

