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SUMMER FUN TRAVELING THE USA
Summer in Arizona is “Hot”, so a lot of our
members head for the high country, can
you blame them?
Jack/Nikki Musselmann to Pinetop, Ed/
Kennedy Torel and Jim Rodgers to Munds
Park (Jim’s to his newly remodeled cabin).
Gary/Jamie Thompson to Indiana, Mike/
Patti Brown to Colorado Springs, John/
Gail Dalmolin to Happy Jack, AZ, Frank/
Joan Garrett to Vernon, Az, Tom Harris to
Normandy Beach, Ken/Roxie May to Overgaard, Larry/Nancy Meskimen to Minnesota, Mike/Kathy Price to Utah. I am sure I
missed somebody, sorry if I did.
On July 15th, 2010, it was getting HOT, so
I took a trip around good old USA in my
Toyota convertible, and a trailer packed
with camping gear and my Harley. Headed
out, for Montana (it rained for seven days)
other motorcycle riders on the road often
gave me the high sign (you know the Bird)
cause they were wet and I wasn’t. I was
able to ride around Montana and see the
sites. It was a shock to my eyes when I
saw the Big Horn River running North. I
must have been having hallucinations, rivers don’t run North, I thought all rivers ran
South? Research proved me wrong, there
are about 12 rivers running North in the
US.
I rode up to Mazzella to visit a friend,
when I drove up his long drive I was
shocked, there was a deer hanging off the
garage, plenty of food, yum. Yep, had to
head out before it started to rain again.
Then headed to Yellowstone, hit Sturgis
(NO CROWDS) during the Harley Days

there the town population goes up to 680,00,
however, I did meet a group of motorcycle riders from Germany even a couple of ladies.
They rent the bike in New York and ride to Los
Angeles. Said they do it every year going
across the US from different ports and love it.
There is a beautiful lake outside of town, I
camped finally, but woke up in the morning with
a foot of water in my tent, luckily I was on an air
mattress. Packed up and headed for the Black
hills, saw the famous Deer Horn Arch, enjoyed
a Buffalo burger.
Then continued on to Yellowstone, saw tents
and was very excited, but as I drove in it started
to snow, yes snow (no camping for me) got a
hotel room and woke to four feet of snow on my
bike, darn. Had to go out the South end due to
a bad snow storm at the North end.
Enough of this crappy weather and took off for
Middleton, Wi (my sisters home) wow, the clear
weather! got to ride all over WI, saw the Harley
Museum, Engine Factory, many lakes, art
shows, outdoor plays, plus Ringly Brothers
summer headquarters. Tried to find the Ring
Brothers custom shop but no luck the address
was a small two bay body shop. Bid farewell to
my sister and headed South. Found a nice
State Park and camped in Iowa, went to town
and picked some fried chicken and potato
wedges, it was nice, except raccoons keep bugging me for food. They loved the wedges I left
on the table. Decided to stay one more night
until it started to rain.
Continued on page 4
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JEANNIE K’S
JARGON

ARCHIVE REFLECTIONS
Have you finished your Christmas shopping
yet? No? What are you waiting for? As of October
1st, you only have 86 days left. Does that scare
you? It does me—almost as much as May 15, 2019.
It sounds like a long way off, but there’s much to be
done in the meantime.
Yes, you guessed it. That’s the first day of our CTCI
Regional, but did you know that we need donations? Lots of them.
Chuck Thompson is asking us all to contact someone we know to sponsor the convention in some
manner, like an ad in the booklet, which will be in
the hands of hundreds of attendees to the convention, or they could donate money for the Silent Auction, the Hospitality room, the Welcome Party, the
Ladies Luncheon and Fashion Show, the Judges
Luncheon or the Banquet.
That’s quite a list, isn’t it? But, just think! The whole
club will benefit by the contributions they or we
make toward the success of this venture.

I just can’t say enough about our gracious Sedona
hosts, Danny and Jim. Getting a tour of their beautiful home is such a privilege and Chef Danny’s creations can make your mouth water just looking at
them.
And, speaking of Jim Cook, have you been keeping
track of all the email announcements he sends out
every time we get a new member or two?
We ladies were so pleased to have two of our newest members, Ruth Busby and Debi Ulsund, join us
for our monthly lunch on September 10th. They
gave a lively spark to the day, but didn’t bite when I
hinted that we need a new secretary for 2019.
It’s so much fun to make new friends in the club and
so sad to have to say “goodbye” to old ones. Gene
and Audrey are happy to be going back to their
roots, but we are sad to lose them. Did Gene’s article really say they will be members until 55033 or is
that a typo??

Remember! It’s the Classic Thunderbirds
that brought us together, it’s the friends
we make who keep us together.

Twenty-five years ago the Oct ACTC meeting
was held at the Sizzler Steak House in the Scottsdale Pavilions.
61 members with 18 T-Birds attended and it was
reported that back in those days ACTC had 215
members .Many events like High School and ASU
homecoming parades and the Halloween Party
kept everyone busy. Then there was the Western
Night event at the Rockin` R Ranch in Mesa which
was a favorite with the Cow
Boys and Cow Girls who had a
great time. The entertainment
and Chuck Wagon Grub
served on a tin plate and
seasoned with rattlesnake
sauce was a big hit.
ACTC members enjoy their
T-birds and still volunteer to
show them off. It was reported
in the Bird Chatter 25 years
ago that even the Big Famous
Celebrities liked T-Birds too. Did you know that
Reba McIntyre, Marie Osmond, Glen Campbell,
Willie Nelson and Prince each owned a white `56 T
-Bird? And the list goes on. Frank Sinatra owned
a `56 T-Bird too, but it was a special gray color,
probably Rat-Pack Gray.
Do you suppose that they all traded for a `57 TBird when it came out?
Stewart Wright
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Happy Birthday
October 2018

September 28-30

Run to the Pines, Chris Ames,
Frank Garrett, Jack & Nikki
Musselman

October 14

Deer Valley Airport Restaurant
702 W. Deer Valley
Price $14.00 per person

October ?

Picnic at Para Park
(to be announced)

November 3

Night At The Pavilions McDonalds
Off Indian Bend/101 freeway

04 Roxie May
10 Deb Lassell
10 Denis J. Frank
10 Joy Crawford
11 Mary Lee Winer
11 Michael Trapasso
15 Yvonne Wagner

November 11

November 22

American Legion (Sipe-Peterson
Post #44) 7145 S. 2nd Street
Scottsdale price $14.00 ?
20-25 parking spots reserved for
classics, additional parking across
the street.

Veterans Parade, Fountain Hills

December 15

Christmas Party, Embassy
Suites
________________________________________________

18 Linda Thurston
20 Shirley J. Hill
22 Tom Hanby
23 Kathy Kowalski
25 Audrey Andersen
30 Don Anderson
31 Eve Dilores

Anniversaries

2019
January 13

Meeting

January 25-27

Back to Tubac

February 10

Meeting

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

04 Pokorski, Kerry & Jody
06 Marchisotto, John & Kathy
06 Meskimen, Larry & Nancy
12 Michelle, Robert & (Bob) & Kathy
14 Braemer, Jon & Shelly
25 Thurston, Alan & Shelly
28 Frusello, Paul & Jean
28 Rodgers, Jim & Sherri
29 Crawford, Everett & Joy

WE WISH ANY OF OUR
MEMBERS WHO ARE ILL
OR HOME BOUND THE
BEST!!!!!!!!
WE LOVE YOU.
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2003 Ford Thunderbird for sale. I am the second owner .. 21,000 original miles. White has both
tops. Asking price $15,000.00 Patricia Pokorny
mstgpty17@gmail.com
Mike wood has a 1951 Ford chopped top two
door project car for sale. Also a 27 Ford track T project for sale. 2002 Harley Electric Glide, excellent
condition 39K $7500 602-568-8140
Jim Rodgers has a 2011 GMC, single cab short
wheel base pickup for sale. White outside w/black
interior, new tires, new front brakes, air is cold and
everything works. Highly maintained since new, many
highway miles. $8500.00 obo 602-300-5792
I have a 1955 T-Bird here in Tucson that is in need of
TLC that I’d like to sell to someone who wants to restore and love the car. Do you know anyone who
might be interested?
Jacquelyn Newman,
Jacquelyn.g.newman@gmail.com
__________________________________

MENMBERSHIP: Any changes to Membership status should be sent to:
ACTC c/o Jim Cook, 65 Gray Fox Drive Sedona, AZ 86351-7264 or email
JimCook800@gmail.com
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Continued from page 1
So onto Lake of the Ozark, MI (buddy lives
on the lake) didn’t camp of course. Sat outside on the porch enjoying the view and eat
ice cream, bugs started to attack, so we went
inside. Rick, said leave your spoon in the
bowl and leave them both outside. In about
five minutes you could hear the spoons rattling, raccoons were having dessert and we
didn’t have to wash the dishes, they were
licked clean. What a great place and a wonderful lake. Rick is a car and wooden boat
collector. We toured the lake, tons of large
beach homes and fabulous restaurants.
Went through the famous boat gauntlet,
boats line up on each side and boaters spray
water at anyone traveling through the line,
not squirt guns, but guns pumping huge
streams of water from the lake. lo and behold
when you think you have seen everything,
there was a large guy wearing a speedo riding a jet ski through the gauntlet, what a site,
talk about plumbers crack, after that, I had to
bid farewell and head to my next stop.
Next old Thunderbird friends from Las Vegas
now living in Cookeville, Tn. Lots of Harley
riding, but can’t sit outside too many bugs
and high humidity. Next stop a buddy in
Kennesaw, Ga. Again, great place, lots of
Civil War Museums and Battle Grounds. But
bugs were everywhere, bugs, bugs, bugs.
Well, I am this far South so I might as well
see New Orleans, what fun, great Blues on
Bourbon Street Food was outstanding,
toured old plantations and of course the
above-ground cemeteries. Again high humidity and bugs. I missed Az and headed home.
Put ten thousand miles on the car and four
thousand on my Harley, had a wonderful
time, enjoyed seeing many friends.
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ACTC Minutes – September 8, 2018
.
President Jeannie Wood called the meeting
to order at 10:00 a.m. We met at the
American Legion Post on Cave Creek just
South of Beardsley. The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited before the meeting.
A motion was presented and seconded
to dispense the reading of the July minutes.
HOSPITALITY: Yvonne Wagner introduced new
member;
Rose Marie Busby who lives in Moon Valley. She
has a ’57 T-Bird. Also introduced were Ron & Sandy
Madison, prospective members. They have 1956
original which was inherited from Dad. On a sad
note, Yvonne mentioned that Chuck Young’s good
friend, Bruce, has died. Bruce attended several
meetings with Chuck. If interested, call Chuck for
funeral arrangements being held at the Martin Museum. More sad news; Iva Lane will be under the
weather for a while as she is having a knee replacement this next week. Yvonne Wagner thanked
ACTC members for all the wonderful cards she received after the death of her sister. Chris Ames announced he now has 13 grandchildren!! Lynn Silvernale announced she won two jackpots at the Desert
Diamond Casino; one for 5K and the 2nd for 18K. I
want her to take me with her and show me how it’s
done!!!!
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Jeannie Wood announced
there will be a meeting in regard to the Flagstaff Regional after the conclusion of today’s meeting. If you
are participating in this endeavor, please stay.
MEMBERSHIP: Jim Cook announced 102 households, 188 members and 98 classic Thunderbirds.
ACTIVITIES: Paul Fruscello mentioned the Sedona
Car Show which will be held September 15th. Run
to the Pines is being held the end of September.
Nikki Musselmann indicated they would again be
hosting happy hour as well as dinner. Paul also
spoke about the Veterans Day parade, Thanksgiving
parade as well as the Pavilion's meeting. Check your
newsletter for details.
WAYS & MEANS: Tom McKee was not at the
meeting
TREASURER: Tom Wagner gave the balances in
checking.
MEMBER AT LARGE: Bob Michele has his usual
joke to get us started. Because of the Regional; the
May meeting will be canceled. The annual picnic
meeting will be held in October instead. He is also
looking into getting a special rate for members who
wish to stay at the Embassy Suites the night the
Christmas party is held. Bob is also looking for
members to come up with ideas where future meetings could be held.
CTCI: Denis Frank had no report

Public Relations: Don Henderson spoke of upcoming car shows.
NEWSLETTER: Mike Wood spoke about his “guess
who” picture in the prior newsletter. The correct answer is; Virginia Snyder. Doni Bodell won the prize.
Mike made a special point of thanking members who
wrote articles for our newsletter in regard to the Regionals held in Knoxville.
Four of our members received awards; Jim Cook,
Jim Rodgers, Mike Wood and Chris Ames . Congratulations to all!!
HISTORIAN: Duane Foster was not in attendance
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Don Henderson had no report
WEB-MASTER/ E-MAIL COORDINATOR: Chuck
Young explained how members can see the video
which was done by Myrna and Duane for the Nationals. The video was VERY well received when shown
at the Regionals in Tennessee. After watching their
video, 27 people signed up for OUR Nationals to be
held in Flagstaff next year.
INSPECTOR GENERAL: This month Carter Rodgers gave the award for the “cleanest” car. Mary Ann
Wood won! Congratulations! He counted (2) 55’s,
(0) 56’s and (8) 57’s.
OLD BUSINESS: It was mentioned that now is the
time to sign up for Tubac if you plan on going. Be
sure you ask for the Car Nuts Car Show rate when
you call to reserve rooms at the resort.
NEW BUSINESS: We will have a new way of handling the raffles for our Christmas party this year.
Instead of selling tickets for gift baskets, the prizes
will be “cash” prizes instead. This sounded good to
me and to all members present. The Christmas party will again be held at the Embassy Suites. Save
the date: December 15th.
NOMINATING CHAIRMAN:
Ken Falkenberry is looking to members for volunteers to
run for officers next year.
SPLIT THE POT: Mary Ann Wood won $81.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded
at 10:55.
Respectfully submitted,
Dede Ross, Standing in for Secretary, Pat Cox
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A FOND T-BIRD FAREWELL
Tough to write a farewell to the wonderful
friends in the T-Bird Club with tears in my eyes.
The T-Bird Club has been a wonderful experience for Audrey and me, but even more so for
Garrett. Garrett grew up and learned a great deal
in his early years when Presidents like Paul Fruscello would have him speak to the group on the
microphone, run errands, drawings etc. He
gained so much, confidence and poise.

Who can forget the “Bank Robbery”? was it in
Winslow (?) when he was warned not to give the
bag of gold to the robbers and he hangs onto it
so carefully that they lifted him right off the
ground!!! The wonderful overnight trips, each so
thoroughly planned and executed, fortunately,
each with a terrific cocktail hour!
Thank goodness, ace mechanics like Don
Henderson who is the best T-Bird problem solver
kept mine and everyone else's T-Bird on the
road. Someone usually had trouble on the road
and there would be 10 heads under the hood! All
part of the fun.
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SEDONA, SEDONA, HOT SEDONA
Another outstanding outing for the T-Birders.
We met Friday at high noon at Denny’s and headed
North. Angry Bird had to make a cooldown stop (can
you believe that). Checked into the Hotel about four
pm in Sedona, unloaded some cars and unpacked
others. Then met in Bob and Doni’ Bodell’s room for
Happy Hour. Jim Cook and Danny Kim came over
and joined us. Yep, you’re right if you were not there
we talked about you. Isn’t that the rule!!!!!
Saturday morning we headed for the show at Posse
Grounds Park and found a shady spot for our cars
and chairs. Carter Rodger’s brought his new Coral
Sand Bird and Don Rebtoy had his 29 Model A pickup. The Thurston’s and Uslund’s and Wagner’s also
joined us.
About 1:30 they started the raffle and our smiling
greeter, Yvonne Wagner, got the first prize!!!!!!! After
that they gave out trophy’s. The only 1900 –1959
stock class awards went to a Nice bronze 57 from
Prescott and a 1934 Chev (what?). In the model A
class, Don & DeDe won 1st place with their pick-up.
Gavin was there from Del Rio, TX to help carry it.
Don Henderson’s Star Mist Blue Bird received the
Special Mayor’s Award, go, Donny!!!!!

I know I shouldn’t name names because we
owe so much to so many, but Myrna, Duane,
John and Barb, Tom and Yvonne must get a
mention. Like every T-Birder, they were special
friends to Garrett—and everyone else. The Club
has been great for Audrey and me, but it has
been a phenomenal experience for Garrett,
especially in his early years.
Oh yes, we will miss you, and we will remember you and God willing we may make it back for
a meeting. We will remain members to 55033.
Our phones will remain the same, Gene 612554-7889 and Audrey 612-269-0203, our email is
gandersen5@hotmail.com.
So long, thank you and God Bless each of you.

Gene, Audrey, and Garrett

Oh my God, Danny Kim, you’re a master host.
Danny and Jim Cook put on a Happy Hour to end all
Happy Hours at their lovely home. Food and booze
were flowing and even a little conversation. Then
Jim Cook lead us to the Wine Bistro, just around the
corner from their house for a gourmet meal in a private room, food and service was wonderful. First
class job JC, outstanding!!!!!!!
continued on page 7
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continued from page 6

Our
“HAPPY
HOUR
“host
Danny K

We are
special, a
private
dinner!!!!!

Carter. Don, Yvonne ready for the show

Hey, who took my trailer??????

Tell me that T-Birders
don’t know how to enjoy
car show???
Yes, every club has a
photo BOMBER!!!1

Oh, good here it is in the shade, now the beer
won’t get hot!!!

Sorry Don, you still are
the Major’s best friend
and a beautiful trophy!!
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HISTORY OF THE CAR RADIO
Part #1
Seems like cars have always had radios, but they
didn’t.
One evening, in 1929, two young men named William
Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends to
lookout point high above the Mississippi River town
of Quincy, Illinois, to watch the sunset.
It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the
woman observed that it would be even nicer if they
could listen to music in the car. Lear and Wavering
liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios
(Lear served as a radio operator in the U.S. Navy during World War I) and it wasn’t long before they were.
Taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to work
in a car.
But it wasn’t easy: automobiles have ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, and other electrical
equipment that generate noisy static interference,
making it nearly impossible to listen to the radio
when the engine was running.
One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference. When
they finally got their radio to work, they took it to a
radio convention in Chicago.
There they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product called a
“battery eliminator”, a device that allowed batterypowered radios to run on household AC current.
But as more homes were wired for electricity, more
radio manufactures made AC-powered radios.
Galvin needed a new product to manufacture. When
he met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention,
he found it. He believed that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the potential to become a huge
business.
Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin’s factory,
and when they perfected their first radio, they
installed it in his Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a
local banker to apply for a loan. Thinking it might
sweeten the deal, he had his men install a radio in
the banker’s Packard. Oops half hour later the car
caught on fire. (they didn’t get the loan)
Continued next month

sent by Jean Fruscello

SHHHHHH….
As a courtesy to others, please remember to turn off your phones or set them
on vibrate when you enter the meeting room!

“Because of inflation, anything made in the
50’s is now an antique”
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WESTERN CLASSIC ROUNDUP
May 15th 2019
This is the Official name for our 2019 Regional Thunderbird Concours at Little America, Flagstaff, Az
Mr. Kennedy (Hotel Manager) has the
plans moving along. He has set up a block of
rooms on the West end of the hotel for us
(next to the show). Our own hospitality suite
will be there also. When you call in for a room,
state you are with ACTC/CTCI.
The hotel just went through a 50 million
dollar remodeling project. It is unbelievable!!!!!!!
The theme is going to be as the name indicates WESTERN style.
As in Jeannie K’s Jargon we need members to sign up for jobs there.
LETS SHOW OFF OUR BIRDS
_______________________________
Make your room reservations now for the
2019 Regional in Flagstaff.
Room rate: $139.00 per night plus tax

Western Regional
is just around the corner!!!!
Donations are needed for all the different events. Money to buy items
for silent auction, hospitality room.

The following ACTC members have
donated:
Denis Frank and Mary Lee Winer
Jeannie and Mike Wood
Lynn Silvernale
Tom and Yvonne Wagner
Please add your name: Contact
Tom Wagner or Kathi Price

Call: Little America
2515 E. Butler Avenue
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
800-865-1401 ask for CTCI rate
After you make your reservations call
Jeannie K Wood—-- 602=722-8537 or
Chuck Thompson— 480-773-0222

CLASSIC T-BIRDS BROUGHT US TOGETHER,
FRIENDS WE MAKE KEEP US
TOGETHER.

contributed by Denis Frank
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A very dear friend to many in
ACTC, Kathy Kurtzemann, passed
away September 19th. Kathy will
always be remembered for her
beautiful smile, the twinkle in her
eye and the kindness she showed
to everyone who knew her.
Funeral arrangements are being made and will
be sent to you all when in place.
______________________________________

****REMEMBER****
October 1, 2018 is the last day to submit
your name to run for a Board position.

Get competitive and join the ranks of an
ACTC board member.
Submit your name to Ken Faulkenberry

Don’t just be in a Club participate
in it!!!!!!
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ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

Jorge Sommerer

I-CAR & ASE
Trained & Certified

Arizona Collision Services

Light to heavy collision work welcome, insurance approved. Towing service available. We specialize in all
types of Unibody, Frame and Color Matching.
Lifetime Written Warranties.
3222 N. Grand Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85017
azkstm17@yahoo.com Phone: 602-265-4311
Fax: 602 285-1654 Mobile: 623-330-3017

For all your
tire needs,
personal or
classic call:
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Last month’s picture, who
guessed “Virgina Snyder
Winner Doni Bodell”
___________________________
Guess Who??
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Submit articles and/or information to:

mwoodcars@yahoo.com or mail to the return
address on this newsletter.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 20th OF THE MONTH!

m

Hint– good looking
serviceman

Arizona Bird Chatter
Published by:

Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club
CTCI Chapter 35
8355 W La Caille
Peoria, AZ 85383

Meetings are smoke and
cell phone free!

