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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL YOUR THUNDERBIRD FAMILIES!
Isn’t it wonderful that we can say Merry Christmas again now that we don’t have to be

politically correct thanks to our President! I always hated saying Happy Holiday. I used to
call on customers in the mid-eighties dressed as Santa in a 1951 Cad Eldorado
Convertible, giving out Christmas presents. My greeting was always “MERRY
CHRISTMAS” my company didn’t like it but my customers did!
Reindeer's Story at Christmas

According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while both male and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each year, male reindeer drop their
antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late November to mid-December.
Female reindeer retain their antlers till after they give birth in the spring. Therefore, according to every historical rendition depicting Santa’s reindeer, EVERY
single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be a girl.
We should have known...ONLY women would be able to drag a fat man in a red
velvet suit all around the world in one night and not get lost.
“Believe it or knot “ by Mike Wood
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2019 - A YEAR TO REMEMBER
The most notable thing we did this year was to
successfully host a CTCI Regional.
In spite of having a full time job with the Hopi
Indians in Flagstaff and being president of CTCI,
Chuck Thompson laid the groundwork by finding
the right place, determining the right time. and
gathering suggestions from members as to what the
theme of the event should be.
There were some nay-sayers at first but in the
end there were better than 45 members who pitched
in with their own money and on their own time, not
only at the event itself, but months ahead of it, to
check out the spaces they would require and to confer with Ryan Kennedy and Jennifer regarding the
newly renovated Little America rules and menu
selections.
The very first meeting we had where it was
certain that we would be going ahead with it, Chuck
Thompson already had Kathi Price lined up to be
the Treasurer and Nikki Musselmann was pegged
for Advertising. Kathi kept us abreast of the funds
going in and out of the bank, with P& L statements,
and Nikki kept busy contacting all the CTCI clubs,
sending letters requesting donations and thank you
cards. Nikki was the one who designed the logo - the
little cowboy throwing his lasso around the theme.

One of the most lively early meetings we had
was when we had to decide what color we would
wear to differentiate us as an ACTC member. People were standing in the middle of the room, giving
their opinions - sometimes loudly! In the end the
decision was aqua. Jacki and Tom McKee were
charged with the task of ordering them. After
countless hours of internet research, the best deal
they could make was not aqua but sage green. Next
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came the gathering of information from each volunteer
as to what size and how many.
Judy Thompson took charge of the Registration,
sending out the forms to be filled out and meticulously
annotating the information she received: the cars entering the competition, which would be on display only,
number of people attending the various events, the tours
they would take and much much more.
Rich Bialy, had information signs printed with
ghostly T-Birds in the background and he organized
them to be in the right places around the hotel lobby.
Shirley Pettingell surveyed the designated Hospitality Suite at Little America well in advance, where
attendees could get a cup of coffee, a bottle of water and
a snack. There was no Costco in Flagstaff, so she got a
membership card at Sam’s Club, planned to the penny
what she would have to buy and had all her helpers
scheduled, which included Rosemary Henderson, Rose
Marie Buzby, Ken Falkenberry, Lynne Silvernale, Ken
and Iva Lane.
By the way, Shirley came in under budget!
Because she was already in the business of planning
tours, Sandy Trasente was a natural for negotiated the
costs for the buses needed for the trips to Sedona, the
Grand Canyon, and the route for the Driving Tour.
Chris Ames handled the beautiful booklet which
was given to attendees at registration. He sold space for
advertisers and acknowledged donors to the convention.
All the living spaces in Tom Harris’s house was
taken up with Goody Bags waiting to be filled. Because
there were a limited supply of some items, he had to
make sure there were the same amount of items in each
bag. Tom also acted as host in the Event Room, explaining to early attendees why so many tables were empty.
ACTC members arrived on Monday and were open for
business on Tuesday morning, but CTCI people started
arriving a day or so later.
Jean and Paul Fruscello put their heads together
and came up with the plan to sell as many 50/50 raffle
tickets as possible. Instead of having one winner at the
closing banquet, they decided to have a winner every
night. Paul was on tap in the Event Room every day, and
outside the banquet room at each event involving food.
Carter Rodgers and Ken Lane sold tickets inside and
outside the hotel. The plan was a rousing success and
contributed much to the bottom line
Outside the hotel, the guys were busy taking care of
special parking spots for the contestants who were enrolled, and those who chose to drive there. It took up
most of the hotel parking lot.
Logistics were handled by Mike Wood and Ken
Falkenberry, who also took care of the placards where
the competing
T-Birds would sit.
The All night security was provided by Mike Pettingell, assisted by Mike Doles. Most of the guys who
Continue on page 9
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2019 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS
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Happy Birthday
DECEMBER 2019

Romeo and Juliet lunch bunch meet on second
Wed of the month (except May).

All Meetings: arrive 8:30 am—9:00 am
Food served 9:30 am
November 28th

Veterans Day Thanksgiving
Day Parade 7 a.m.

December 14th

Christmas Party Embassy
Suites. 4415 E Paradise Village
S., Phx, rooms available for
$99.00 plus fees under ACTC
call 602-765-5800 price includes
breakfast. If all rooms we
blocked are taken call Bob
Michele or Jeannie K and we will
arrange for another block of
rooms

Bob Michele
James Cook
Duane Foster
Kat McKinney
Tom Wagner
Steve Ulsund
Carol Myers
Nancy Kidwell
Don Rebtoy
Walt Howell
Thomas Strabala

12/1/00
12/3/00
12/6/00
12/8/00
12/16/00
12/19/00
2/19/00
12/21/00
12/23/00
12/29/00
12/29/00

DECEMBER Anniversaries

Gary & Jamie Thompson 12/10/

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

OOPS, thought we cleared them
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CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS

Ken Falkenberry at 480-861-3742 has all 55-56
-57 restoration parts, some are in stock others are
available. Prices are special for our club members,
compared to catalog prices. Ken offers discounts and
free shipping. Often he also has good used parts.
Also convertible top weather strips, Catalog price
$395.00, Ken’s price 335.00.

——————————————————-BEST POLO EVENT IN THE WORLD??
And ACTC was there in living color.
On Saturday, November 2nd the Thunderbird Club members
gathered as early as 6:30am to prepare to caravan into the
grounds of the Polo Event. It was fun to watch such a delightful group of shiny, colorful T-Birds all lined up to enter
the grounds. Once inside extreme caution was given to
parking all the impressive cars as the drivers carefully maneuvered into their assigned places.
After reviewing all the shiny Birds, we did check out the
“other” automobiles. Nice, but our T-Birds have that classic
distinction of uniqueness and history.
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Once inside we ventured to our ‘Molina Tent’ – we
were assigned to our tables and were told that we
would be given a complimentary bottle of Veuve
Clicquot Champagne. Having enjoyed our champagne we were informed shortly afterwards that we
had been given the incorrect tables and were relocated, which happened to be closer to the food set-up, so
nothing to complain about here. Especially, for our
inconvenience being asked to move, we were given
another bottle of champagne. I believe we have Karen
Wister Kearns to thank for this.

The lineup for the polo teams was impressive to
me. Two clubs from the British Isles; The Centtrip
Wales Polo Club and the Royal Berkshire County Polo
Club . The Berkshire club is located in Winkfield, nr.
Windsor, Berkshire. My neck of the woods. They
played well, but Nacho Figueras from Argentina, as

well as easy on the eye, is a super player and one to
have on your team.
We had the pleasure of meeting the Chairman of the
Molina Jewelry; namely Mr. Alfredo J. Molina – our
Host. He loved the delightful hat Jean Fruscello was
wearing..
Dave Mason, my significant other, had fun meeting a
number of folk (my suspicions are that included the
pretty girls wearing the beautiful Molina jewelry). Dave
is appearing in the up and coming musical ‘Annie Get
Your Gun’ at the Desert Foothills Theatre and he
wanted to spread the word!
Continue on page 6

Can you see our cars in lower right corner?
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ACTC Minutes – November 9th,
2019
President Jeannie Wood called the November meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
This meeting was held at the American
Legion Hall in Scottsdale. The first order of business was the Pledge of Allegiance.
Jeanne asked for a motion to approve the October minutes as published in the Bird Chatter.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Officers for the new year
were announced; Danny Kim as President, Carter
Rodgers as Vice President, Jim Rogers as Secretary and Tiffany Falkenberry as Treasurer. Ken
Falkenberry will continue as Ways and Means and
Bob Michelle will continue as Member at Large.
Chuck Young spoke a few minutes indicating if
members did not receive a newsletter, let him
know. He also reminded us that copies of each
newsletter are on our website. Rita Havel spoke
about the Thanksgiving Day parade. Members
driving participants can leave their hardtops at
their house before the parade. Our members will
be driving Veterans of Foreign Wars and will be
#1 in the parade. They will start assembling at
7:30 a.m.
HOSPITALITY: Yvonne Wagner introduced new
members Joe & Cathy Donato. They moved from
Boston 24 years ago, lived in Tucson and moved to
Scottsdale. They have a ’57 Bird which he explained is a work in progress. Originally from
Florida, the car has been in the family since 1962.
Tom McKee spoke about his new Thunderbird
which he discovered while on the trip to Lake
Havasu. Now he has a beautiful ’56 Red T-Bird in
his garage.
Looks great and sure doesn’t need much work.
Happy Birthday was sung for November and
December birthdays.
ACTIVITIES: Jim Rodgers spoke about the coming activities. November 16th will be the Medieval
Times show. Don’t forget the Christmas Party being held at the Embassy Suites on December
14th. On January 24th will be the Tubac show.
February 6th there is the Doctor George Car
Show in Palm Springs. There is a Veterans Day
parade in Fountain Hills. Also, Jim thanked all the
members who voted for John Kledis in the CTCI
election.….he won!! The Polo Club Event was great.
Our T-Birds were there driving dignitaries. Once
again, Molina Jewelers; one of the event sponsors, invited our members to wine and dine in
their tent! Sounds wonderful.
Save the date, December 7th will be the
housewarming for Danny and Jim (also Jim’s
birthday) at their new home in Phoenix.
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TREASURER: Tom Wagner gave balances in
both the checking and savings account.
MEMBER AT LARGE: Bob Michele will once
again fill this spot. He asked we give the American Legion staff a round of applause for their
service today. As requested, our Veterans
brought pictures of themselves in uniform depicting their Branch of service. It was fun trying to identify each member; some easy and
some more difficult.
MEMBERSHIP: Carter Rogers reported for
Jim Cook. Membership stands at 104 households; 189 members and 102 T-Birds.
WAYS & MEANS: Ken Falkenberry brought
some license plate frames which can be purchased. Jackie & Tom McKee modeled some
new t-shirts that can be purchased.
NEWSLETTER: Mike Wood asked that members let him know if there is any news for his
newsletter. Any suggestions will be appreciated.
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Don Henderson: Reported that some members drove the King and
Queen at Phoenix Christian High School during
their Homecoming celebration.
HISTORIAN: Duane Foster: No Report
TELEPHONE COMMITTE: No Report
WEBMASTER: Chuck Young mentioned if any
member is missing a newsletter, let him know.
Also, they are always available on our website.
TELEPHONE COMMITTEE: No report
INSPECTER GENERAL: Carter Rodgers counted (1) 55, (5) 56’s, (6) 57’s, plus a retro bird as
well as a new Mustang and a ’66 Mustang. He
decided the winner of this month’s award would
go to Paul Fruscellos ‘56 T-Bird.
SPLIT THE POT: Warren Boles won $97 in
“Split the Pot” and Ruth Buzby won the drawing
for the $25 gas card.
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:00
a.m. was made and seconded.
Respectfully submitted,
Dede Ross, Secretary
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Polo Match Continued from page 4
All in all it was a wonderful day. So enjoy being a member of this great club and having the opportunity to do such fun things. And special kudos
to Ken Falkenberry for arranging this for our club.

Sherry & George Randell just don’t seem to
have good luck. A flat tire on their “55” T-Bird
before the LHC run, had to drive their good
looking Mercedes Conv and had a problem
with it also, darn. Lost shifting at Polo match!

Story by “Mo” Mason

———————————————————
Special Saturday meeting at the American
Legend Hall.

Nice photo’s thanks
Duane Foster!

It was a great meeting
and very good food.
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DECEMBER OF 1999
Here we are awaiting the Y2K to arrive at
“Midnight”, December 30th! What happened?
Will our clocks still work? Many unknowns
were discussed what could happen in our
world.
Meanwhile, our ACTC chapter maintains 235
members, all tucked away in 132 households.
We surely must be one of the largest clubs in
the WORLD aren’t we?
A great story in "Antique Automobile Magazine" about Henry Ford and his grandson was
submitted by Don Rebtoy. Rather than take
away the meaning of this great story, we will
print off the two- page article and insert it in
their newsletters mailed and have copies
available at the Christmas Party for all those
members who do Electronic. Look forward to
this as it is a story that WE seniors can appreciate.
Just so you know who was running our club
back then:
President
- Bud Murray
Vice President
- Bob LaBine
Secretary
- Ruth Butera
Treasurer
- Mary Ulses
Ways n Means
- John Marchisotto
Ex-officio
- Mary Ann Bergeron
Membership
- Bud & Bonita Lily
CTCI
- John Lamb
Historian
- Bob Kowalski
Hospitality
- Ken Falkenberry
Parliamentarian - Tom Wagner
Public Relations - Sherrie Maule
Phone Committee- Evelyn Fowler and Ardell
Humble
Nominating
- Ken Bergeron
Newsletter Editor - Barbara Blair
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As far as Activities, the Palm Springs Follies was the highlight of our club’s favorite thing to partake in. The drive over and
back, the follies ladies in their Beautiful
Vegas Gowns. The, EVER SO PERFECT,
master of Ceremonies, Riff Markawicz.
The unbelievable props (front of a B-25
that they “started” and with lights out,
took off and flew right over our heads).
AWESOME!!! Riff always honored the Veterans. He would have some preselected
and then all others stand for an ovation.
Long before the “Thank you for your service” became popular.
As we age in our remaining years, we
need to “appreciate” our club’s leaders,
the great trips we participated in. The
wonderful friends we have made. All due
to the little two seat Thunderbirds. Don’t
let time slip away from us, drive our
Beautiful Little Birds.
Researched and submitted by
Ken Falkenberry

Arizona Bird Chatter December 2019

Page 8

MEDIEVAL TIMES ADVENTURE
Everyone stated they had a wonderful time
and indicated it was fun to have a night out that
wasn’t about the cars but just friends having a
good time.
Our VP elect has something different to explore
next year I understand.
Jim Rodgers
ACTC VP

November 16, 2019 was the date but for sixteen
ACTC fellow Birders it was a venture back to Medieval Times in Scottsdale.
We gathered inside where we indulged in our free
complimentary drinks only to learn the souvenir
glasses and mugs they came in were of the more expensive variety.
Once we received our crowns we were escorted to
our table where we were fed like true Royalty to
chicken, corn on the cob and baked potatoes and
dessert. Plates and goblets were of basic pewter
design and utensils were the fingers you were born
with except for Master Fruscello and his Lady who
thought to bring their own plastic variety of fine dinner ware.
Good times were had by all and I must say it was interesting to see what folks did in Medieval Times before they had Thunderbird shows to attend. The
horses and horsemanship were second to none and
the athletic ability was superb.
Those in attendance were The Rodgers clan, Rose
Marie Buzby, Jim Cook, Danny Kim, Bob Michelle
and his Lady Kathy along with the Wagners, Fosters,
Franks and Fruscellos.

SHHHHHH….
As a courtesy to others, please remember
to turn off your phones or
set them on vibrate when you
enter the meeting room!

Our ROMEO men's group attended the first
showing of the movie :
FORD VS FERRARI
The movie credits thought it was great!!
The question was did Ford win??
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Continued from page 2
were there helped with the organization, see their
names below.
Mary Ann Bergeron was the first to sign up
for a space to show her jewelry in the busiest room
in the hotel. Jacki and Tom were at the next table,
hoping to sell more of the merchandise they had
acquired for the event. Jamie Thompson and Virginia Snyder took up a significant amount of space
for the Silent Auction and a slew of lessor items to
be raffled off on Friday, and there were a lot of
them! So many, in fact, there were enough left over
for Jamie and Virginia to give away at the Ladies
Luncheon.
There were some high class items donated to
the cause, among them were a 50’s style life-size
doll hand made by Rose Marie Buzby, a tire from
Nascar driver, J eff Gordon donated by Chuck
Thompson, one of Buck Hoag’s bolo ties, which was
given to Jamie by one of his daughters, a 50’s style
car radio from Jim Rodgers.
Yvonne Wagner’s Welcome Party had all the
elements of a Cocktail Room, with high tables, two
bartenders and plentiful hors d’oeuvres, The music
was played by our own Myrna and Duane Foster.
At first, the BBQ was scheduled for Friday
night and Mo and Dave Mason were the hosts.
Then it was cancelled. Jean Fruscello attended a
regional meeting to explain that because of the
many years that she and Paul had hosted car shows
in Flagstaff they were well aware of how snared up
traffic was and how crowded the restaurants were
on Friday night. The point was well taken, so it was
on again, renamed a Western BBQ with good old
Country music played by a twosome called Midnight Moon.
The Thursday highlight event was the Ladies
Luncheon and Fashion Show. Jamie Thompson and
Virginia Snyder brushed aside some stumbling
blocks to line up the models for Chico fashions.
Myrna Foster, Mo Mason, Jean Fruscello, Virginia
Snyder, Yvonne Wagner, Mary Lee Winer and
Nikki Musselmann, strutted their stuff through the
room while Jamie narrated on the microphone and
Duane supplied the musical background.
The focal point of the whole event was the Saturday night Awards Banquet. Jim Rodgers, working with Sam C DE Baca in New Mexico came up
with an Arizona outline design for the numerous
trophies to be given. Chuck Young etched the
names of the recipients on each one, something
which had not been done in recent memory and Jim
Cook and Danny Kim did their magic computer
act, lining up in perfect order the photos of the
winning cars which had been taken earlier by
Duane Foster.

Myrna Foster was in charge of the food orders and the beautifully fashioned table centerpieces , which featured western style boots surrounded
by a lasso and a bandanna.
Because of his association with the Hopi Indians, Chuck Thompson persuaded a group of Native Americans to entertain us with humor and
dances that even the littlest ones could do. The featured act was the National Champion Hoop
Dancer. Fabulous!
All the chairpersons who signed up for their
own event were also volunteers in other venues,
named above. Others who helped out in numerous
places were Jack Musselmann,
Don Henderson, Greg Thurston, Chuck Young,
Carter Rodgers, Kerry Pokorski, Polly & Jack
Betterton, Effie & Terry Duquette, Steve and
Debi Ulsund, Richard & Lynn Stoneberger and
Mike Wood’s sister, Pat Holt. There were also
members of our club who could not go to Flagstaff,
but helped by donating money. Among them are
Denis Frank & Mary Lee Winer, Rita & Jim Havel, Kathleen and Bob Michele, Kathy & John
Marchisotto, Ruth Wilson & Bob Crossley.
This synopsis in no way delineates all the
work done by the participants -that would take up
too many pages.
This is the last Jeannie’s Jargon - thanks for
indulging me for the last two years. I love this club
and I love you all!
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GT500 TRACK TOUR
I couldn’t believe it when I read the email
from Ford. How was I selected? Why was I
offered a “Golden Ticket?” It was like winning
the Lottery. I didn’t hesitate. I immediately
registered to lock in my place at the GT500
North American Track Tour--a pre-release
event being held at the Las Vegas Motor
Speedway to test-drive the soon to be released Shelby Mustang GT 500. I was going
to test drive a supercharged Mustang with
760 horsepower on a road course and drag
strip.

All I did was keep my foot to the floor while
being pinned back in the seat with the biggest ever grin on my face.
All this race car performance is packed into
something you can use as your daily driver,
while enjoying your satellite radio and airconditioned seats, with more technology
and automatic features than you ever
thought possible. The only other thing I
would need is a bigger garage.

I was shivering with anticipation (and the cold
wind) that early morning, as I was fitted with a
full-face helmet and HANS safety device. I felt
like a kid at Christmas. While waiting for my
turn for the road course, I watched, heard,
and felt groups of four Mustangs blow by me
on the two-mile track. Could I do that with my
very limited racetrack experience? Yes. Despite me missing every braking point and corner apex, the car felt solid and tolerated my
mistakes. The speed you could carry through
the corners was amazing, and yet comfortable, with little worry about losing control. After my laps were complete, I rode as a passenger with an instructor. WOW! What that
car can do with talent behind the wheel is unbelievable.
Our next stop was the drag strip--a first for
me. The engineering and technology built into the car allows anyone to feel like a pro and
do 130 mph on their first pass. The launch
control feature takes over the throttle and
shifting of the automatic transmission. It
eliminates speed robbing wheel spin and optimizes gearshifts in milliseconds.

Story and photos by Kerry Pokorski
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~ WE
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ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

Jorge Sommerer

I-CAR & ASE
Trained & Certified

Arizona Collision Services

Light to heavy collision work welcome, insurance approved. Towing service available. We specialize in all
types of Unibody, Frame and Color Matching.
Lifetime Written Warranties.
3222 N. Grand Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85017
azkstm17@yahoo.com Phone: 602-265-4311
Fax: 602 285-1654 Mobile: 623-330-3017

For all your
tire needs,
personal or
classic call:
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Last month was Ken & Ruth
at Parada Del Sol

Guess who?

Arizona Bird Chatter
Published by:

Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club
CTCI Chapter 35
8355 W La Caille
Peoria, AZ 85383

Meetings are smoke and
cell phone free!
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