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A Truly Beautiful Tale of Love
A middle-aged gentleman walked into the make-up section of a
department store. The salespeople approached him assuming
he was buying goods for his significant other.
To their surprise, he begged them to teach him how to put on
make-up. They were a bit taken aback, but seeing as the store
was not particularly bustling at that hour, indulged him. He took
detailed notes throughout the rather thorough lesson, and finally at the end they simply couldn't hold it in any longer, and
asked what had inspired him to learn this art.
He replied, 'My dear wife recently lost her sight in a terrible
accident, and so she can't put on her own make-up anymore.
We've been married over two decades, and she knows I think
she's the most beautiful woman in the world no matter what,
but when we go out nowadays she doesn't have the confidence
she used to have. I came here because I want to be able to put
her make-up on for her so she can feel as beautiful on the outside as I know she is on the inside.'
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By President
Danny Kim
We had a great first meeting of 2020 at the
Italian American Club
where we had over 92 members along with
guests and 4 new members joining that
day. What a great example of an active and
vibrant club where we can all get together
and share in the comradery of T-Birds and
friends.
Our next official meeting will be March 8th at
The Hub in Mesa, AZ starting at 9AM. Our
February meeting has been canceled due to a
club event in Palm Springs for Dr George
Charity Car Show Show on February 6th and
our 50th Anniversary Party on February
15th.
Jeannie Wood is spearheading the details for
the 50th Anniversary Party along with a great
group of volunteers who are working very
hard to make this one to remember. If you
haven’t volunteered for an event to help out,
please do! It’s a great way to get to know
your fellow T-Birders better and have good
fun in the process. Please contact our Vice
President Carter Rodgers for opportunities in
the coming year if you are
interested in
helping out.
Our club event in January was in Tubac, AZ
where the two awards for the Thunderbird
Class were won by Jim Rodgers and Carter
Rodgers for first and second place respectively. Congratulations to them both and
keeping those awards in ACTC! For a recap
of the event, please read Jim Rodger’s article
further in this newsletter.
This month our club remembers and honors
the passing of Buck Hoag winner, Terry
Duquette and past member and club officer
Mary Ulses. There are so many great stories
that have been shared with me about these
remarkable people, thank you all for your
outpouring of support and memories for
these great T-Birders. We are so much better
and spirit, may their memories live on in
ACTC as we carry on their legacy.
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on behalf of the ACTC board, we look forward to celebrating our 50th anniversary
with you and hope to see all of you there! I
am asking for people to share a brief 2minute story on your favorite memory of
the club, this can be a memorable event or
of people that have touched your life. If
your interested in sharing your ACTC story
at the anniversary party, please contact me
so I can add you to the speaker’s list
This month has been an affirmation that
this is one of the best car clubs in Arizona,
with members coming together to honor
those that have passed and looking forward into the future with pride. Thank you
all for making ACTC a pleasure to work on
behalf of!
Danny Kim
————————————————————Terry’s Obituary:
Terrence Thomas Duquette age 83, affectionately
known as "T-Bird Terry", passed on surrounded by
his immediate family in Scottsdale on 19 January
2020.
Terry is survived by his wife of 59 years Effie, and
two sons Terry and Thomas. Terry was born on 26
September 1936, in Rochester NH. He was raised
with his brother Jerry and sister Mary in a Catholic
Orphanage, and then by his Grandmother.
Terry joined the Army at age 17 to start his grand
adventure, serving tours in Greenland, Korea, Vietnam, Germany and numerous stateside locations.
He retired as a Master Sergeant (E8) on 31 October
1973.
He retired a second time from Xerox Corporation on
31 January 1987. Terry was passionate about all
things in life, but adored his family, cars, traveling
and gadgets the most. He was everyone’s best
friend, surrogate father and grandfather to many. He
was loyal and selfless, sharing freely his friendship,
zest and passions with all who knew him. A celebration of life well lived will be held on January 29,
2020, 11:00 am at Messinger Indian School Mortuary, 7601 Indian School Rd, Scottsdale, AZ

Flowers are appreciated, or send a donation in
his name to any Heart Fund.
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Happy Birthday

2019 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS

FEBUARY 2020
Romeo and Juliet lunch bunch meet on second
Wed of the month (except May).

All Meetings: arrive 8:30 am—9:00 am
Food served 9:30 am
February 6th

Dr George Car Show
Palm Springs, Ca

February

No Club meeting

February 15th

ACTC 50th Anniversary
Double Tree Resort
320 N. 44th St, Phx
44th St & Van Buren

March 8th

Club meeting
The Hub, 1860 S. Stapley Dr

Mesa. NOTE: see AD on page 4

March 14st

Night at the Pavilion's
Indian Bend Rd, west of
the 101

April 11th

Pera Park Officers Picnic
1 E. Continental Ave, Tempe
Note: picnic is on Saturday
because 2nd Sunday is Easter
Arrive 12:00 noon to 12:30
Food will be served at 1:00

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

Steve Long
Jim Crofts
Connie Dager
John Marchisotto
George Randall
Sam Ciammitti
Glenda Chilton
Douglas Shearer
Everett Crawford
Loi Clark
Brenda Trapasso
Toni Doles
Howard Nimis

2/4
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/11
2/13
2/17
2/20
2/20
2/22
2/25
2/26

FEBUARY Anniversaries
Stewart and Mary Wright
Derek and Caitlyn Rivera

2/18
2/29
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CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS

Ken Falkenberry at 480-861-3742 has all
55-56-57 restoration parts, some are in stock
others are available. Prices are special for
our club members, compared to catalog prices. Ken offers discounts and free shipping.
Often he also has good used parts.
Also
convertible top weather strips, Catalog price
$395.00, Ken’s price 335.00.

Custom Cromag walking sticks
Larry Braasch hand makes these Macpherson unique walking sticks out of aspen
wood from the Mogollon Rim. He spends endless hours finding the right wood and inlaying
Turquoise, Celtic cross, Macpherson clan
badge, crossed flags (US-Scotland) 2019 penny commemorating AGM date, Florida state
quarter, 1899 Indian penny, and a1927 Indian
Head Nickel. Larry has made over 160 sticks
since his retirement. He has been kind
enough to donation several to ACTC as a auction items that put a nice profit into the club
treasury.
Larry just came back from the 2019 AGM
convention in Florida. Believe it or not he can
carry them on the plane. His donated walking
stick at the convention brought $340.00. Don’t
know how he has time to keep his T-Bird
looking so good.

P.S. Larry built one for Terry Duquette in his special design that included a Mustang, Terry’s sons
love it and will keep it forever.
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…..SPECIAL EVENTS…..
Monthly meeting at the Hub in Mesa.
March 8th. After the meeting there is a
tour planned. Cruise to Goldfield Mining
Town about 22 miles and should take
about 30 minutes. There are shops, food,
attractions, etc.
Get that T-Bird out and dust it off.
Dr George Car Charity Show Feb 6th near
Palm Springs. Show is full, but contact
Jules Varga at 760-625-8191 or
vargas2523@aol.com there maybe cancellations. Pull up their ad on internet for
special information. The trip and special
events are going to be great. Join us it
will be wonderful. Jim Rodgers has lots
of fun things lined up.
PROGRESSIVE DINNER—April 4th
Make your reservations NOW! Join us for
a progressive dinner that will take place
south of highway 60. April 4th will have
us traveling to Jim & Danny’s home in
the Ahwatukee area for appetizers and
drinks. Our next stop takes us to Tom &
Yvonne’s for dinner. Gary & Jamie will
host dessert and coffee around the fire
pit in Chandler. We have to limit this
event to 40 people. The cost is $20.00 per
person. Get your name on the list quickly. Call or text Jamie Thompson that you
want a reservation. 765-661-1566.
Make check out to A.C.T.C. and mail it:
Jamie Jones Thompson
2125 E. Galveston Street
Chandler, AZ 85225
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ACTC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
JANUARY 12, 2020
10:15 A.M. Call to Order by President
Danny Kim, motion made and carried to dispense with reading of previous meeting minutes
Hospitality: Yvonne Wagner introduced guests and we welcomed two new
members into our ACTC family.
Ways and Means: Ken Falkenberry having
clearance sale for ACTC caps and other Regional garment items for $10.00 each. Unsold items to be donated to Phoenix Rescue
Mission
Ex Officio: Jeannie Kennedy Wood taking
free dinner orders for 50th Anniversary party.
Non-members will be charged $40.00 for dinner which is what it cost ACTC
Secretary: Jim Rodgers – no report
Treasurer Report: Hannah Falkenberry reported on checking and savings/rainy day
fund.
Member at Large: Bob Michele reported on
upcoming events and meeting locations.
NO MEETING IN FEBRUARY DUE TO 50TH
ANNIVERSARY PARTY AND OUT OF TOWN
TOUR TO PALM SPRINGS. March 8th meeting to be held at the Hub restaurant with a
cruise afterwards and additional info to follow. Sign up sheets were passed around for
upcoming events.
CTCI: Jim Rodgers reported that the CTCI
Board of Directors is busy working on sale
of Signal Hill building in California as it was
vacant and costing CTCI approximately
$30,000.00 each and every year.
Public Relations: Don Henderson reported
on upcoming benefit car show January 18th
at 2200 N Central in Phoenix.
Newsletter: Mike Wood reported on the use
of a new server company for better newsletter and mass mailings. Many complaints on
current process with many newsletters going to spam mail or not being received at all.
Membership requested to ensure email addresses are updated/correct and given to
Membership Mr. Jim Cook. BOD voted to no
longer provide printed newsletters to new
members after January 1, 2020 however existing members receiving hard copy will be
grandfathered.
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Membership: Jim Cook reported 106
households with 193 members preserving
20 1955’s, 29 1956’s and 56 1957’s for a total of 105 Lil Birds.
Activities: Carter Rodgers reported on upcoming activities like Tubac on January
24th where we will be meeting at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant located at Chandler
Blvd and I-10 at 10:00 A.M. and departing
promptly at 10:30 A.M. Jim Rodgers reported on trip to Palm Springs, Dr. George
Charity Car Show. We will be meeting at
Denny’s restaurant located at Litchfield Rd
and I-10 on February 6, 2020 at 10:00 A.M.
leaving at 10:30 A.M. Carter reported on
Spring Splash car show which has become
a regular and a fun day for all held March
28th at Trinity Lutheran Church in Litchfield. Sign up sheet and hand outs were
available. Alan Thurston reported on Military Vehicle show on January 25th and 26th
for those not going to Tubac.
Inspector General: Tom Harris reported 21
Lil Birds in the parking lot along with 3
Mustangs, 4 Retro Birds, 2 Corvettes and
several misc. modes of transportation. A
1955 Red T-Bird with car seat for the shotgun rider was selected as the Bird of the
month belonging to the Randall family.
Old Business: NONE
New Business: President, Danny Kim reported that the Buck Hoag will continue
and going forward in 2021 the criteria will
be noted in the ACTC roster. Ken Falkenberry will Chair the committee of four past
recipients. If four past recipients are not
available, then the general membership will
be called upon. In the event of too many
volunteers a lottery system will determine
the committee. Volunteers must have been
member for five years.
11:06 motion made to adjourned, seconded
and passed
Respectfully submitted
Jim Rodgers
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Jan 2020 meeting at the Italian/
American Club

Over ninety Members and guests
23 T-Birds
WHAT A SIGHT!!!!
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TUBAC CAR SHOW

Two of the stories about the trip to Tubac.
1. Danny Kim did a wonderful eulogy for
Terry Duquette, our beloved “T-Bird
Terry”

Is this wife swapping?

It’s not me!

2. Yvonne Wager went on a beer run for
Tom, on the way back to their room three
javelina followed her because they love
beer. Yvonne yelled a Them that they
couldn’t come in and pig out! I only hope
PETA doesn’t get after her for abusing animals.

Dennis Gage giving a talk

Yvonne is this what you saw?

Winners: Carter & Jim Rodgers
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Tubac, AZ

Friday morning of January 24th, 2020
there was a flock of Lil Birds and a
couple Mustangs spotted in the parking lot of the Cracker Barrel Restaurant at Chandler Blvd. and I -10. The
weather was picture perfect as we
headed south to Tubac for the annual
charity car show hosted by the Santa
Cruz Valley Car Nuts. This year we
were treated to special guest, and “My
Classic Car” host Dennis Gage who
took the time to talk to many of the
members of ACTC. As it turns out
Dennis owns a few Thunderbirds but
no Lil Birds. I tried to steer him to Ken
Falkenberry in hopes of finding him a
Early Bird seat to put him in but no
luck. He took several pictures of the
Baby Birds and was even spotted filming our caravan on the way home Sunday morning. The “My Classic Car”
episode will air on March 28, 2020 on
the Motor Trend channel so mark your
calendar as you may see some of your
ACTC folks on TV.
The BBQ was outstanding and of
course the continued Happy Hour
hosted by the Fruscellos was fantastic
as it gave all who attended a chance to
catch up and talk about the upcoming
year of events, like the trip to Palm
Springs and the Dr. George Car Show
February 6th to 9th, 2020. Saturday the
16 Lil Birds were all lined up and ready
for inspection, this year was done by
real judges vs. the customary vote by
the participants as in the past. There
were 450 cars, trucks and motorcycles
being judged and the largest crowed in
history for the Show.

SHHHHHH….
As a courtesy to others,
please remember to turn off
your phones or set them on vibrate when you enter the meeting
room!

This year awards were limited to first and
second place and ACTC took both of them
with first place going to yours truly and
second place going to our VP, Carter Rodgers with his first showing of his Great
Grandpa’s white 1957 sporting the roadster
look with top down. Pizza and libations
and story telling was again hosted by the
Fruscellos. Great time had by all and to my
knowledge the trip was made without any
breakdowns or issues with our Lil Birds.

Respectfully

Jim Rodgers
————————————————————2020 Barrett Jackson Auction
Jim Rodgers and the gang went on Wed, we
walked a thousand miles and needed a rest.
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Will these EV’s make 2020 the year of
the electric car?

Feb 6th 2020
Show spaces are sold out but if you
send in your request via Eventbrite online
they will put you on a waiting list if there is a
cancellation. Or you can come and see the
show, they are expecting over 1100 vehicles.
For more information contact Jules Varga at
760-625-8191.
Friday night there will be a special El Paseo
Cruise for the Dr George Charity. Cars will
meet at 2:00 pm at the parking garage upper
level of the Gardens between Larkspur and
San Pablo on El Paseo in Palm Desert.
Cruise will start at 4:00 pm. Great fun and
another opportunity to show off your ride.
Saturday at 10.00 am there will be an auction
for a Von Hot Rod custom kids pedal car.
Location SE corner of show field.
Jim Rodgers has set up a tour of the Air Museum on Friday while the ladies go shopping.

In an industry caught flat footed by the rise
of Tesla and China’s sky rocketing vehicle,
emissions mandates of the past decade,
came to be seen as the horizon of reasonable expectations, when global OEMs, startups suppliers and investors could finally
join the EV fray. Audi e-ton Sportback
priced at $80,000 goes 277 miles per
charge, Ford Mustang Mach-E priced at
$43,895-$60,500, Lords town Endurance
priced at $52,500-250 miles, Mini Cooper
SE priced at $30,750 - 114 miles, Nissan
Ariya Concept priced at $45,000 - 300
miles, Polestar 2 priced at $65,000 –275
275 miles, Rivian RIT pick up truck priced
at $69,000 - 400 miles, Tesla model Y
priced at $55,000 - 200 miles, VW ID Crozz
priced at $35,00 - 300 miles. Volvo XC40
Recharge priced at $55,000 -200 miles,
There are others in the works. Cost $1100
per KWh which dropped 87% in 2029. Tax
credit on $7500.00 doesn’t apply to Tesla
because they have sold over 200,000 units.
Ease of ownership, if EV’s are going to
reach beyond the garage-owning demo,
charging infrastructure has to be as convenient as gas stations. In the past decade,
Tesla took the lead in creating its Supercharging network, now comprising 1636
stations world wide, including 741 in the
U.S.
Chris and Sharon Ames drove their Tesla
back East and loved it. Small deal on
charging but that’s a story Chris can tell
you. My daughter rented a Tesla in
California for five days and it cost $14.00
to charge it!
Thanks Mr Braasch
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back to doing more driving trips. than we have
the past few years. Our “young” board with
Carter Rogers as Activities with take Care of this.
As Walter Conkrite would have said: “And
that’s the way it was in the year of 2000”.

Stewart and Mary filled five pages with the January

AUCTION RESULTS. Only had two auctions back
then. Kruse, (who??) that is no longer in business. They had 4 T-birds in their auction. One 55,
One 56 and two 57’s. Of which one of the 57’s was an
F bird. Guess what it sold for back then. The answer
will be at the end of this article. Then came the BarrettJackson Auction. six, 1955 T-Birds, four 1956 TBirds, eight 1957 T-Birds of which three were “E”
cars. No “F” birds that year. The highest price paid
was $96k for a white 56 Bird.
The Wright’s really demonstrated their Math skills by
adding all the prices and divided the number of T-Birds
to arrive at this number. $49,162 avg. price per
Bird. Really not too bad as the average price this year
would range (guessing) about $65-70K. Factor in
inflation and they really didn’t gain thatmuch. (footnote) Mecum has said this year, 2020, that
the T-birds are soft. Don’t believe him?

(Remember the F car from the Kruse Auction? It sold for $79,000).
Ken Falkenberry
—————————————————————-Some funny stuff from Phyllis Diller
His finest hour lasted a minute and a half.
My photographs don’t do me justice—they just
look like me.
The only time I ever enjoyed ironing was the day
I accidentally got gin in the steam iron.
—————————————————————

Then ask Justin Minter. He had a 1955 Thunderbird
Blue at Barrett. The car was better than new! He was
expecting $150K to $160K and it SOLD for
$110K. Again, thanks to Stewart and Mary for all the
hours spent compiling these figures and filling this issue of year 2000 with pictures to go along with the
numbers.
This line is for Tom Wagner and Hannah Falkenberry. The page read: STATEMENT OF 1999 FINANCIAL CONDITION. Checking balance:$5621, Savings
account balance:$1547, “petty cash” on hand:
$150. Wow! What did we do with the petty cash??
Our new president, Bob LaBine, was a generous President. ACTC donated 100 “DO NOT TOUCH” Signs to
the Hobbyist Council. Then $200 and 200 DO NOT
TOUCH signs donated to CTCI for the July National
convention. Of the 2000 ACTC membership, 77 belonged to CTCI. How are we do-Ing today?
2000 was BOOMER year for activities. Read this list:
January—3, Feb.---4, March—4, April—3 May—
3, June---3, July---3, August---3, September--3, October---7 (wow), November---4, Dec.-2 !! Quite
a busy year. (Footnote) Hopefully, 2020 will bring us

It was a wonderful Military
Memorial Service.
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ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

Jorge Sommerer

I-CAR & ASE
Trained & Certified

Arizona Collision Services

Light to heavy collision work welcome, insurance approved. Towing service available. We specialize in all
types of Unibody, Frame and Color Matching.
Lifetime Written Warranties.
3222 N. Grand Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85017
azkstm17@yahoo.com Phone: 602-265-4311
Fax: 602 285-1654 Mobile: 623-330-3017

For all your
tire needs,
personal or
classic call:
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Last month’s photo was Jacki
McKee , Kathleen Michele won
Guess who!

Arizona Bird Chatter
Published by:

Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club
CTCI Chapter 35
8355 W La Caille
Peoria, AZ 85383

Meetings are smoke and
cell phone free!
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