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Remember the Jay Leno show? He would do a man on the street segment: Jay
would ask random people questions, most of the folks couldn’t answer the
simplest questions. Like, who is Vice President?
Well some one asked me a question. What is the difference between Veteran's
Day and Memorial Day? There I was with my mouth open, didn't have an answer
at the moment. So I went home with my tail between my legs and looked it up.
Veterans Day (originally known as Armistice Day) is a federal holiday in the
United States observed annually on November 11, for honoring military veterans, that is, persons who have served in the United States Armed Forces (and
were discharged under conditions other than dishonorable).[1][2] It coincides
with other holidays including Armistice Day and Remembrance Day which are
celebrated in other countries that mark the anniversary of the end of World War
I. Major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the Armistice with Germany went into
effect. At the urging of major U.S. veteran organizations, Armistice Day was renamed Veterans Day in 1954.
Veterans Day is distinct from Memorial Day, a U.S. public holiday in May. Veterans Day celebrates the service of all U.S. military veterans, while Memorial Day
honors those who had died while in military service.[3] There is another military
holiday, Armed Forces Day, a U.S. remembrance that also occurs in May, which
honors those currently serving in the U.S. military.
Michael Wood
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ARCHIEVES

From our President
Danny Kim

While we all find a new path forward
Living with the extraordinary circumstances of
our modern times, I want to take a moment to
be grateful for this amazing club. Our members
have sent in many words of support and engouement to me while we attempted to get a
meeting in June setup. We did not have enough
people to commit to coming that would satisfy
the minimum that our venue needed. It takes a
lot of coordination and negotiation to make
these meetings happen and Bob Michele does
a great job lining up the options for meeting locations and representing our club.. Kate Marchisotto and Rita Havel handed off the reins to
Kathy Michele for the calling committee after
managing it for years. Thank you Kate and Rita
for all your contributions on making ACTC one
of the best car clubs in Arizona! Katy has
stepped up to the task and really did a great job
coordinating with callers, talking to many of you
to see if we were going to move forward with
June meeting. We are looking for ways to
streamline the calling process and move it to an
online invitation/RSVP system. More too come
on this as we get it rolled out. We will try gain
for a July meeting while continuing to assess
the situation and make adjustments as needed.
Thank you all for your patience during this
time, we will meet again!
I would also like to offer my sincere thanks to
our membership for continuing to be engaged.
Even during these times, we have two new
members Shannon and Denise Nalty from Chandler with a Classic 1955 T-Bird, we look forward
to Welcoming them in person! If you are out
there and see someone with a Classic Thunderbird reach out and spread the word that there is
a great T-Bird Club. A prime example of that
this month is Doug Shearer who referred someone from his neighborhood that has a 1957 and
indicated that they will be sending in an application.

Today, May 17th, CTCI DECLARED THAT IS
WAS: DRIVE YOUR T-BIRD DAY!
So: Chapter #35 decided to take action and get as
many little 55-56-57 & Retro’s together as we
could. It was short notice, but Yvonne Wagner and
Ken Falkenberry put their “heads” together and got
things rolling.

1. Quickly call/email as many folks we could to
drive their bird to Kiwanis park, arriving by 8 a.m..

2. Bring your breakfast/lunch/drink with you.
3.

Have your little bird looking “good”.

4.

Everyone bring a dessert!! Yeah!!

5. Plan on relaxing and visiting for about 2-3 hours
under the shade tree’s.
6.. Oh yes! Don’t forget to bring your folding lawn
chairs.
7.

So, 13 little Birds arrived with 24 folks aboard.

8.. So, We started with eating all the Dunkin Donuts
.
9. Took pictures and just had a very nice time sharing food, drink and stories.
10. At about 11:30, we all decided to call it a day and
motor back home.
11. A Great time was had by all.
Thanks to all who attended. Lets do this again sometime.
Virgina and Ken
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2019 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS

Romeo and Juliet lunch bunch meet on second
Wed of the month..

All Meetings: arrive 8:30 am—9:00 am
Food served 9:30 am
JUNE 2020
Events cancelled because a Chinaman ate wild
animals (lucky T-Birds are not included)!

Cruz ‘n the Pines. See ad on
page four. Contact Frank Garrett
480-250-6226
Pending till fall
Frank and Wes Henderson just redid his T-Bird, I think
Franks trying for 1st place.

Sochenda Heng
June Reader
Mike Wood
Stuart Cannold
David Mason
Pat Cox
Wade Myers
Shirley Pettingell
Steve Kovacic
Derek Jones
Robert Mock
Jim Rodgers
Virginia Snyder
Donna Sioles
Frank Checchin
Richard Witt
Stewart Wright

6/3/00
6/4/00
6/7/00
6/8/00
6/10/00
6/13/00
6/15/00
6/17/00
6/18/00
6/19/00
6/20/00
6/22/00
6/22/00
6/24/00
6/26/00
6/29/00
6/29/00

.

Rods and Relics, 43rd Run to the Sun
Oct 21-25
information call 928 855 0933
Email: Registration@relicsandrods.com
The club also has be talking about a trip to the air
museum in Palm Springs in Oct. Let Jim Cook know!

June 2020 Anniversaries

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

James & Rita Havel
June & Terry Reader
Sharon & Chris Ames
Myrna & Duane Foster
Diane & Frank Checchin
Rosemary & Don Henderson
Angie & Pat Fenlon
Karen and Bob Domagalski
Kathi and Mike Price
Julia and Thomas Strabala
Karen and Joe Arrendondo

6/4/00
6/5/00
6/7/00
6/7/00
6/9/00
6/9/00
6/13/0
6/18/0
6/18/0
6/19/0
6/30/0
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CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS

…..SPECIAL EVENTS…..
Ken Falkenberry at 480-861-3742 has all 5556-57 restoration parts, some are in stock others
are available. Prices are special for our club
members, compared to catalog prices. Ken offers discounts and free shipping. Often he also
has good used parts.
Also convertible top
weather strips, Catalog price $395.00, Ken’s
price 335.00.

PROGRESSIVE DINNER—April 4th
Due to Chinese virus it has been
cancelled.

Ken has several T-Birds for sale, one black
1957 and one parts car and a ton of parts for
them. Several soft top & hardtops.
John Dalmolin has a 1957 Starmist blue TBird for sale. New body and paint, Navy blue soft
top/hardtop, interior, 312 motor and transmission. Drives beautifully. Price $55,000 480-2233759.
Jim Rodgers has a 1957 E-Bird, Coral sand,
tan, soft top and white hardtop, wire wheels. Excellent condition. Excellent condition Price
$65,000 call 602-300-5792.
Jim & Ken just purchased three more
T-Birds all original 55-Goldrod yellow, P/S, P/b,
57 - Black, black white interior, 56– Black, red/
white interior 57 Starmist Blue, Blue interior
parts car.
Mike Wood is selling Angry bird. Won all
awards available, so it is time for a new T-Bird
Resto-mod of course. $80,000 602-568-8140.

———————————————————
Contact Frank Garrett for more information. Call 480-250-6225 or email
frankdgarrett@gmail.com.

Ed Torel is looking for 1935-1941 Ford /
Chevy Resto Mod pick-up. His burned up.
602-768-4156

This show sells out fast, so register
early.

Frank Garrett @480-250 6225 has a unique
12 Volt alternator that looks like a generator for
your T-Bird. $350.00 or OBO

Cancelled till later in the
year
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The car was later purchased by ACTC member Ken Falkenberry of Phoenix who became
the caretaker for five years and later sold it to Gary and Jamie Thompson who owned it for
30 years. The car was purchased in Phoenix from Read Mullen Ford and has been an Arizona car it’s entire life. Papaw and I wanted to get it back but Thompson’s would not part with
her for love or money. Fortunately after much persistence maybe annoyance, Jamie relented
and agreed to sell the car to us in June of 2019. I had to quickly sell my Coral Sand 57 that I
had just received a gold medal award at CTCI Regional in Flagstaff. In order to afford the
White 57. As luck would have it a gentlemen fell in love with the coral sand color and bought
it on first sight. The White 57 owned by great grandfather, now it’s mine. The car while ten-

derly loved by all of the previous owners had been sitting for most of its last 35 years in a
closed garage so some upgrading was required. She now sports an aluminum radiator, electric fan, disc brakes and a Holly fuel injection system for modern driving conveniences. I became a CTCI member in 2019 and became one of the youngest officers at the age of 21 and
now serving as Vice President of the Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club. Like my father,
grandfather and great grandfather, I truly enjoy the old cars and the many friends I have met
from ACTC as well as well as the International Convention in Knoxville and Regional in
Flagstaff last year. I am now looking forward to showing her in the future CTCI events.
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

When Margie and Russ Hanson decided
to invest in a classic, they had one main criteria: it had to be a FUN, everyday driver car
and not for show. Since Margie had always
loved the 1957 Thunderbird, Russ gifted one
to her for her retirement. She named the car
TOWANDA (because she was older and
could afford the insurance!) and the license
plate reads USENDME, based on Sam
Cooke’s 1957 hit song. She drives it with
the top down to get groceries, wearing a
black and white polka dot blouse to match
the car’s two tone interior.
Margie and Russ met at Montana State
University, where they both served as resident advisors in a co-ed dorm. They were
engaged when Russ was a senior and Margie a junior. Upon graduation, Russ moved
to Phoenix to work at Honeywell, while Margie attended summer school and graduated
at the end of Fall Quarter. They were married in December, 1974, and Margie joined
Russ in Phoenix to begin their married life.
After their two children were born, Margie worked as a stay-at-home mom, but
when the youngest entered high school, she
went back to college and earned her Master’s Degree in Occupational Therapy. Upon
graduation, she went to work for a company
that makes orthotic bands used to reshape
babies’ heads deformed at birth, following
surgery, or from other causes. She traveled
all over the US treating babies at the company’s various clinics, retiring after 20 years.
Russ worked at Honeywell for 12 years
in Phoenix. Most of that time was focused
on improving organizational effectiveness
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through the development of high performing teams. His goal was to help
organizations design work that was
both productive and personally enriching. He and a colleague wrote a book
about their experiences entitled
“CORPORATE MADNESS – How to
Change the System When the System
Refuses to Change.” Russ left Honeywell in 1987 and started his own business, Trans Tech Consulting, continuing his work in process improvement,
leadership development and managing
organizational change. He recently retired after 33 years in practice.
All through their 45 years of marriage, there has been a lot of
“togetherness” in Margie and Russ’ relationship. Both were actively involved in
raising their son and daughter with team
sports, school activities, camping, and vacation trips. Now they spend time traveling the world and taking care of their yard
and garden, growing vegetables and
herbs for delicious meals prepared by
Margie.
Before she moved to Phoenix, Margie thought Arizona was just one big, barren desert. She was delighted to learn
about the diversity of its lush deserts and
mountains within easy reach of the Valley.
However, they still call Montana “home”
and travel there every summer to visit
family and go hiking in Glacier Park, escaping Phoenix’s brutal heat.
Never one to let her mind go unchallenged, Margie is now exploring family ancestry and her full-blooded Irish roots. As
she notes when getting into a deep discussion of the topic – “It either draws people in or quickly clears the room!”
Story by Jeannie K & Russ Hanson
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National Drive Your Thunderbird Day

Quarantine or no quarantine,
we couldn't let National Drive Your
Thunderbird Day come and go
without a little "Cruise in the Park."
So an email blast was sent out to
generate interest, and on Sunday
May 17th, 13 ACTC members
braved the COVID-19 pandemic
and drove their T-Birds to Kiwanis
Park in Tempe for a little gettogether and socialization. Eleven
of the 13 Birds in attendance were
of the vintage ('55-'56-'57) variety,
and two were of the newer generation (2002-2005). Of the first eight
to show up, each one was a different Thunderbird shade, which
made for a very colorful display.
We parked the cars in the lot
(socially distant for the most part),
and grabbed our folding chairs and
set ourselves up under the nearest
shade tree. Those attending were
the Rietman's, Michele's, Jim and
Danny, the Mason's, Foster's, Ken
and Virginia, Chris Ames, Rich Bialy and Maria, Jeannie and Mike,
Ed Tracy, Doug Shearer, Wagner's,
and Howard and Joyce Nimis, who
also brought their grandson and
their dog all in the front of their '56.
Everyone was asked to bring food
for themselves to keep the sharing

down, but we did have the opportunity to share in the Mimosas and
Bloody Mary's that a couple of the
members brought, and the alcoholics among us were very appreciative of their generosity. Most of
the attendees brought their masks
and sanitizer, but few wore them
except for when Yvonne called out
for a photo- op and folks suddenly
became CDC compliant.

We mingled and chatted for about
3 hours, all the while moving
around to keep in the shade and
wishing the sun would cooperate
and stay in one place. Then the
heat started to take its toll, and it
chased everyone home. It was
great to see everyone once again
as it has seemed like way more
than 2 months since our last meeting and more than that since our
last event. It may not have been
the largest gathering of T-Birds in
our history, but it was definitely a
success given the current conditions. It was great to have a little
normalcy in our lives for a change.
--Yvonne and Tom
Continued on page 9
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Wagner’s 56

Falkenberry’s 57

Michele’s 57

Jim & Danny’s 57

Shearer’s 57

Nimis’s 56

Wood’s 55

Bialy’s 56
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Ames’s 56

Foster’s 57

Rodger’s 57 Tracy’s 55 Mason’s Retro
Rietman’s Retro
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BIRD FILES NORTH
An heirloom Thunderbird passes from
state and from generation to generation.
While my dad was serving in Vietnam he
shipped home to Seattle this 1956 Thunderbird he found in Germany This Bird has been
in the family for over 50 years. When it arrived in Lynden, Washington we found out
that it was in rough shape. My grandpa
bought and other T-Bird and used part s to
restore ours. It looked like new when my dad
got home 1969 and grandpa put the title in
my dads name.
The tale started May 2019 when dad
(Ron Rietman) gave me his 1956 Thunderbird
after years of begging for it.. My husband
Sean and I decided to drive it to Bothell,
Washington, via West coast route.
We put in a small cooler and soft luggage,
with small pillows for our backs and headed
west.
We spent the morning of day three , my
birthday, exploring the Cannery Row made by
John Steinbeck’s novel. Driving the Little Bird
up the coast, we got lots of honks and
thumbs up. Then into the Redwoods . We
drove through the famous Klamath Tour-Tree
and said hello to Paul Bunyan. We arrived
safely in Seattle, only having to deal with the
revving problem and a trunk lath the decided
to loosen. A hasty fix with some wire kept it
closed for the rest of the trip.
It took five days to drive home. My husband
and I got to enjoy our first long road trip together in the “new” classic car we just acquired for our household.

Thanks dad, we love our T-Bird

Words and Story by Ashley
Shoemaker
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ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

Jorge Sommerer

I-CAR & ASE
Trained & Certified

Arizona Collision Services

Light to heavy collision work welcome, insurance approved. Towing service available. We specialize in all
types of Unibody, Frame and Color Matching.
Lifetime Written Warranties.
3222 N. Grand Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85017
azkstm17@yahoo.com Phone: 602-265-4311
Fax: 602 285-1654 Mobile: 623-330-3017

For all your
tire needs,
personal or
classic call:
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Which lady brought booze?

Arizona Bird Chatter
Published by:

Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club
CTCI Chapter 35
8355 W La Caille
Peoria, AZ 85383

Meetings are smoke and
cell phone free!
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