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The Declaration of Independence

We celebrate American Independence Day on the Fourth of July every year. We think of July 4, 1776,
as a day that represents the Declaration of Independence and the birth of the United States of America
as an independent nation. But July 4, 1776 wasn't the day that the Continental Congress decided to declare independence (they did that on July 2, 1776). It wasn’t the day we started the American Revolution either (that had happened back in April 1775). And it wasn't the day Thomas Jefferson wrote the
first draft of the Declaration of Independence (that was in June 1776). Or the date on which the Declaration was delivered to Great Britain (that didn't happen until November 1776). Or the date it was

So what did happen on July 4, 1776?

signed (that was August 2, 1776).
The Continental Congress approved the final wording of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.
They'd been working on it for a couple of days after the draft was submitted on July 2nd and finally
agreed on all of the edits and changes. July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the Declaration of Independence, and the fancy handwritten copy that was signed in August (the copy now displayed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.) It’s also the date that was printed on the Dunlap
Broadsides, the original printed copies of the Declaration that were circulated throughout the new
nation. So when people thought of the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 was the date they remembered. In contrast, we celebrate Constitution Day on September 17th of each year, the anniversary of the date the Constitution was signed, not the anniversary of the date it was approved. If we’d
followed this same approach for the Declaration of Independence we’d being celebrating Independence Day on August 2nd of each year, the day the Declaration of Independence was signed!

How did the Fourth of July become a national holiday? For the first 15 or 20 years

after the Declaration was written, people didn’t celebrate it much on any date. It was too new and too much else was
happening in the young nation. By the 1790s, a time of bitter partisan conflicts, the Declaration had become controversial. One party, the Democratic-Republicans, admired Jefferson and the Declaration. But the other party, the Federalists, thought the Declaration was too French and too anti-British, which went against their current policies. By 1817,
John Adams complained in a letter that America seemed uninterested in its past. But that would soon change. After
the War of 1812, the Federalist party began to come apart and the new parties of the 1820s and 1830s all considered
themselves inheritors of Jefferson and the Democratic-Republicans. Printed copies of the Declaration began to circulate again, all with the date July 4, 1776, listed at the top. The deaths of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams on July 4,
1826, may even have helped to promote the idea of July 4 as an important date to be celebrated. Celebrations of the
Fourth of July became more common as the years went on and in 1870, almost a hundred years after the Declaration
was written, Congress first declared July 4 to be a national holiday as part of a bill to officially recognize several holidays, including Christmas. Further legislation about national holidays, including July 4, was passed in 1939 and 1941.
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Danny Kim
ACTC President

Another month has passed and although
we have not been able to meet , our club is
still adding new members. Since February,
we have welcomed Frank and Beverly Saccente, Wes Henderson, Shannon Naulty,
Chuck and Linda Backer, and Lynda Godkin. Thank you for joining ACTC and we
look forward to formally welcoming you at
an official club meeting! Looking forward,
we are planning an event in Palm Springs
with Jim Cook leading the event. So far,
we have 16 people confirmed to join and
hope to see more of you at the Palm
Springs Air Museum on October
31st, 2020. If you do plan to join us, please
let Jim Cook know ASAP as we are looking
to get a block of rooms at a nearby hotel. More details will be forthcoming as we
get closer to the event.
In July we celebrate the declaration of our
Independence from the British
Crown. While we celebrate with BBQ and
fireworks lets remember that the freedom
of this great nation came at great sacrifice
and turmoil. As we continue to live in unprecedented times, let us remember that
for us to move forward we must remember
and honor our past. One of the greatest
assets this club has is a history and heritage, and on this 4th of July, I want to honor
all those that contributed to making this
organization what it is today.
Although present circumstances prevent us
from holding a meeting for yet another
month, we are watching the situation and
hope that we can convene as a club
soon. Until then please stay safe and
healthy!

ARCHIVES

The headline read:
“Cruisin” Under the Stars” for COTA ! (Children’s Organ Transplant Association) Car
show. How ironic that 20 YEARS later we are wearing “Masks” for the COVID19. (CORONAVIRIS) While the two words start with
“C”, sort of sounds the same, they do have one thing
in COMMON. They are both MAJOR (very
Major) health issues that can be very problematic for
everyone, but especially our kids.
About 120 cars, trucks, and motorcycles were on
display around 6 p.m.. All mostly
Driver-type vehicles. Several nice show cars, some
customized street rod cars and Trucks.
Wolfman “John” didn’t help matters by “not” showing up, either!! No one knows what happened to the
“Wolfman”, He Just wasn’t there! But, sometimes its
better to be lucky than good as the “guy” who
brought all the speakers, a microphone and CD’s to
supplement for Wolfman,, he was able to handle
it. He CRANKED up the wattage on his equipment. Ran a couple of test songs and after more
CRANKING, he was able to get the sound to “both”
fields. He was a little hard to understand when he
was reading off the announcements and the winning
ticket numbers!!! Chapter #35 folks won nothing. <Not so much as a box of Kleenex>
Ken May was the “only” club member who drove a
T-bird. Now Tom and Yvonne have two cars, a Red/
White 56 Chevy, 2 door hard top and Peacock Blue
56 T-Bird so they could only bring ( 1 ) car. Which
one do they choose???? So, they cut up two pieces of
paper/write Chevy on one and T-bird on the other. Fold them up and “shuffled” them in a
sack. Close your eyes and draw the winning one. The
Chevy Won!! Since you could have two club
“members” only, PER ticket, Roxie was un-able to
come, so Ken brought a sidekick with him. Do you
remember “WILEY---COYOTE”? So all evening, we
kept hearing this “BEEP—BEEP, BEEP—BEEP sound.
Other club members who drove a collector car were:
Ken/Mary Ann Bergeron in their 59 Chevy convertible
(beautiful car), Ken/Virginia in their 54 Oldsmobile
starfire hardtop.

Continued on page 6
:.
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2020 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS

All events cancelled until
further notice.
July 2020 Birthdays
SPECIAL NOTE FROM
EDITOR:

LOVE YOUR INPUT AND ARTICLES,
BUT THEY HAVE TO BE ON MY
DESK BY THE 20TH OF THE MONTH!

Palm Springs Air Museum
Planes/Cars/Chile
Oct 31 2020
For info call 760-346-1984
or email driwasherik@aol.com or packard1708@gmail.com
Registration + admission
for one to Museum $20.00
guests or passengers
$10.00 each

John Kidwell
Gregg Thurston
Kathleen Donato
Ken Lane
Iva Lane
Mary Wright
Steve Ulsund
Chuck Young
Juanita Braemer
Gail Dalmolin
Nancy Meskimen
Rose Marie Buzby
Ed Tracey
Lynn Stoneberger
Judy Harris
Brenda Kennedy-Smith
Ellen Shearer
Natalie Frilot
Tom Harris
Shelly Thurston
Ruth Kemler

7/1/00
7/1/00
7/2/00
7/3/00
7/3/00
7/4/00
7/6/00
7/9/00
7/11/00
7/12/00
7/13/00
7/16/00
7/17/00
7/17/00
7/21/00
7/21/00
7/23/00
7/25/00
7/25/00
7/27/00
7/28/00

July 2020 Anniversaries

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

George & Sherry Randall
Claudia & Greg Duckworth
Richard & Marilyn Witt
Jack & Nikki Musselmann
John & Loi Clark
Fred & Karen Artus
Ron & Debbie Rietman

7/4/00
7/11/00
7/18/00
7/19/00
7/20/00
7/22/00
7/26/00
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CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS

…..SPECIAL EVENTS…..
Ken Falkenberry at 480-861-3742 has all 5556-57 restoration parts, some are in stock others
are available. Prices are special for our club
members, compared to catalog prices. Ken offers discounts and free shipping. Often he also
has good used parts.
Also convertible top
weather strips, Catalog price $395.00, Ken’s
price 335.00. 57 tach drive with wires $475.00

ALL CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE.
———————————————————

Ken has several T-Birds for sale, one black
1957 and one parts car and a ton of parts for
them. Several soft top & hardtops and new 55
fender skirts $495.00.
John Dalmolin has a 1957 Starmist blue TBird for sale. New body and paint, Navy blue soft
top/hardtop, interior, 312 motor and transmission. Drives beautifully. Price $55,000 480-2233759.
Jim Rodgers has a 1957 E-Bird, Coral sand,
tan, soft top and white hardtop, wire wheels. Excellent condition. Excellent condition Price
$65,000 call 602-300-5792.
Jim & Ken just purchased three more
T-Birds all original 55-Goldrod yellow, P/S, P/b,
57 - Black, black white interior, 56– Black, red/
white interior 57 Starmist Blue, Blue interior
parts car.
Mike Wood is selling Angry bird. Won all
awards available, so it is time for a new T-Bird
Resto-mod of course. $80,000 602-568-8140.
Ed Torel is looking for 1935-1941 Ford /
Chevy Resto Mod pick-up. His burned up.
602-768-4156
Frank Garrett @480-250 6225 has a unique
12 Volt alternator that looks like a generator for
your T-Bird. $350.00 or OBO

Contact Frank Garrett for more information. Call 480-250-6225 or email
frankdgarrett@gmail.com.
This show sells out fast, so register
early.

Cancelled till later in the
year
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Alan Jackson shares touching story about how his wife made him cry.

A LOVE THAT GOES WAY BACK. Alan Jackson and his wife, Denise have
known each other for decades. The two are high school sweethearts, and
were married in 1957 when were both 18.
GETTING UP A PRIZE POSSESSION
While they were dating Alan and Denise could be seen riding around in
Jackson’s white 1955 Thunderbird convertible. Alan took Denise out on
their first date car, and it came to symbolize their romance. But when they
were ready to buy their first house, Alan sold his beloved T-B.

YEARS LATER, A SURPRISE OF A LIFETIME CRUISES UP.
“As the garage door comes up, he sees that it’s a 1955 Thunderbird.”
Denise recalled in an interview with CBS Sunday Morning. “and he says,
‘Oh you bought me a car like mine! And I said ‘No, actually Alan, that is
YOUR car. The man broke down and cried.
I

Article from You Tube

Page 5

Arizona Bird Chatter June 2020

Page 6

Getting to know you:
Howard and Joyce Nimis

At a BBQ cook off in Laughlin, Nevada we toured the
Riverside museum and Howard ran across a ‘56 TBird and he said to his friends Jerry and Russ, “I’d
sure like to have one of those again.” Russ replied,
“ Well I know where one is in Seattle.” A few phone
calls later he was flying up to Seattle to check it out..
The fellow who purchased it with some race cars in
an auction needed someone who liked T-Birds to purchase it. The car was in good running condition so he
drove it back to Phoenix. And we have been enjoying
it ever since. We joined the Phoenix Club in 2018.
We are originally from the Mid-West. Joyce grew up in
SE South Dakota and Howard grew up in St Paul,
Minnesota. We have three children and four grandchildren between here and Seattle. Howard retired as
a steam fitter in St Paul and we moved to Mt Vernon,
WA for 18 years where we enjoyed, boating, crabbing
and fishing in the San Juan Islands and British Columbia.

Continued from page 2
I failed to mention that it was 106 degree’s at arrival
time of 6:00 p.m.. But by 7:30 the Sun did it’s Arizona
“green splash” (been to Maui lately?) The breeze was
starting to stir, so out came the folding chairs and everybody settled down and the conversations started. Now the July, 2000 newsletter worded, “lots” of
water was consumed to keep cool. (Water, you
say) Also, that the ladies took their shoes to walk in the
freshly cut green grass. This didn’t last long as about ½
hour later a “Minnie” dust storm blew in, lasting about
one half hour, as dust blew, Cars got
Filthy, dirty. Ugh, all that hard work cleaning those 120
cars. There was no rain thanks goodness. The show was
to last till 11:00 p.m. But since about 40% of the folks
left when the storm hit, it was decided that they would
have the split the pot drawing at 9:30.
So. we sent our two “luckiest” people to take our tickets up to the announcer’s box.
Tom W. and Virginia S volunteered to take on the
task. The $214 should be ours,
Right????? Wrong!!!!!!!!!! So to make everybody feel
better, it was suggested that since we had passed TWO
Sonic’s, and two DQ’s traveling to the show, we should
pick one, DG won out.
We picked this one (last DQ) and stopped. Got inside
and dis-covered that the cleaning crew should be
fired. HOWEVER, the ice cream tasted quite good.
Overall, our club did feel good with our $214 Donation
to COTA.
Do any of you remember going to the 2000 president’s
(BobLavine's) home to watch the Fireworks??? from the
balcony you could observe up to eight Fireworks shows
throughout the southern part of the valley.

Our daughter and children live in Scottsdale, and for Submitted by Ken Falkenberry (1979- 2020) 41 years a
proud member of ACTC #35
eight years we traveled to Phoenix in the winter and
lived in our RV volunteering as hosts a White Tank
Regional Park full time and spending time with our
grandchildren. It was a great experience. Eventually
we came earlier each fall and left later in the spring
until we decided to just move to AZ full time. We enjoy living at Coyote Golf Community. We learned a lot
attending the Regional T-Bird Rally in 2019 and have
met a nice group of people in the T-Bird Club. Howard
always learns so much from other T-Bird men. It’s fun
to get the “thumbs up” from people and we get a kick
out of going to the Sonic Drive in and having the
young servers say. “What kind of car is that, it’s so
cool”.
We love having you both.
Submitted by Joyce Nimis
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ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

Jorge Sommerer

I-CAR & ASE
Trained & Certified

Arizona Collision Services

Light to heavy collision work welcome, insurance approved. Towing service available. We specialize in all
types of Unibody, Frame and Color Matching.
Lifetime Written Warranties.
3222 N. Grand Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85017
azkstm17@yahoo.com Phone: 602-265-4311
Fax: 602 285-1654 Mobile: 623-330-3017

For all your
tire needs,
personal or
classic call:
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Who is working on his mini?

Arizona Bird Chatter
Published by:

Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club
CTCI Chapter 35
8355 W La Caille
Peoria, AZ 85383

Meetings are smoke and
cell phone free!
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