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THE MONTH OF AUGUST IS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE “DOG DAYS OF SUMMER” BUT
BECAUSE OF PET POOCHES. IT HAS TO DO WITH THE STAR SIRIUS, ALSO KNOWN AS
THE DOG STAR, WHICH ROSE AT THE SAME TIME AS SUNRISE DURING THE MONTH OF
AUGUST IN ANCIENT ROMAN TIME.
SEPTEMBER IS THE NINTH MONTH AND THE ONLY MONTH WITH THE SAME NUMBER OF
LETTERS IN ITS NAME IN ENGLISH AS THE NUMBER OF THE MONTH.

Mr Bob Bodell, passed June 9th 2020
My dad, Bob Bodell, was an amazing, talented, energetic, motivated and
inspirational man. He never ceased to amaze me.
He was born in North Platt, Nebraska July 1, 1926. At the age of 6 he
made the front page of the town newspaper. A tornado had hit his house
and threw him out the window almost cutting his ear off. He ran several
miles to a neighbor’s house to get help for his family.
When he was 10 his family moved to Oregon for his dad’s health. At 15
he got a job driving logging trucks and at 17 he joined the Navy. He never let his age stop him from doing anything!
In the Navy he learned to work with sheet metal and repaired air planes.
Shortly after the end of WWII, his crew was assigned to go to China on PT boat patrol on the Yangtze River. At the last minute a different crew was selected, their boat hit a mine and blew up. During
the Korean war he served on the aircraft carrier Valley Forge #45. He often signed up for assignments to ride in the ‘back seat’ of the planes to do reconnaissance for extra pay. One day his plane
was about to take off when it developed a magneto engine issue and was replaced by the back up
plane. It never returned to the ship and the crew was released in a prisoner exchange after the war. It
seemed he was always in the right place at the right time!
In total, he served our country in WWII, Korea, the Berlin Crises, Cuban Crises (we moved to that
horrible flat hot land known as Florida in 1962), the Cold War and Vietnam. Dad and I took an
amazing 3-week tour of Korea, China and North and South Vietnam in 2001. It was a highlight of
our times together, just the 2 of us traveling and enjoying each other’s company.
Dad worked hard his whole life until the age of 84 when he finally tried retirement. My whole life
growing up I remember him working 2 jobs. In the Navy, and later the Air Force, he worked from
0700 to 1600, home for dinner and then off to a body shop until almost midnight. In his spare time he
helped with my first dream car, a 1957 T-bird. I had bought 3 wrecked 57’s and he and his friends
put it together for my “first ride”. making it straight and beautiful. We had such a fun time together!
His last years in Arizona were his happiest and most fulfilling personally.
Continue on page 5
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********************************************************
Dear ACTC Member,
We have an upcoming general breakfast meeting on
September 13th, 8:30AM at Arrowhead Country
Club. For those that will be attending, we will be
practicing social distancing and limiting tables to 4
people for that purpose. If you are not feeling well,
please do not attend and contact Bob and Kathy
Michele to let them know that you will not be attending. Please also bring and wear a mask for the safety
and comfort of others. We will do our best to make
this a safer environment and look forward to seeing
you there!
On another note, you may have heard about the costs
of the hardcopy newsletter outpacing dues on an annual basis. The board has decided that if you wish to
continue receiving a hardcopy newsletter in 2021, we
will be asking for an additional $25 so that we can
cover the costs of printing and sending the newsletter to you. Some members have asked what can we
do to avoid or reduce this increase? The answer is
that we will need volunteers to step up and print the
newsletter, fold them, stamp them, and mail them
out. In that way, instead of paying a vendor to take
care of all these steps we will incur costs for printing
and mailing without the labor costs. If you are interested in stepping up to help out the club with this
starting in 2021, please contact me and we can work
out the details.
The club has a trip planned to Palm Springs over the
Halloween holiday for the car show at the Palm
Springs Air Museum. We are still organizing the details for this event and are hoping that it will not get
cancelled due to the prevailing circumstances. If you
are interested in attending, please contact Jim Cook
and Jim Rodgers.
This has been a trying and tumultuous 2020, while we
as a club have been unable to host official events until the upcoming meeting, we do hope that you are
all safe and healthy. If you have any suggestions for
events that we can do thru the end of 2020, please
contact myself or Carter Rodgers. The board is always interested in hearing from you on how to make
this a great club that works for all of you. Also, ideas
on how to increase membership in year 2021 would
be of interest as well. It has been a pleasure serving
as your president this year and I sincerely look forward to seeing your faces again soon.

All the best,

The Headline was CHICAGO, 2000. The Windy
City hosted the 2000 Concours Extravaganza
During five days of perfect weather. 160 Little Birds
filled the show room! John/Jeannie Shields,
Stewart/Mary Wright and Steve Kovacic were there
and were also the Judges. Long time CTCI member and
a friend of many ACTC members, Bill Gill (Detroit) was
on hand also.
Among many of the activities that kept the T-birder's
busy included these:
The Tour of Jerry Capizzi's, "wonderful collection of
cars". Jerry's collection of Fords, T-birds, Mercury's,
Edsel's and so many collectable items made the tour
very worthwhile.
Tour of the FORD assembly plant. Guess how big
this place was? "2,700,000 SQ FT", 3 ,000 employees!!
We are talking HUGH! They cranked out 66 new Sable
and Taurus cars per hour!!
As with every convention, one person/one car
stands out. Hans Bergendorf, from Sweden
brought his 56 T-bird. As Hans said: it was a once in a
lifetime experience for him. His little Bird
was an "export model" that he purchase ten years
ago. He had it shipped to Jim Weatherly's in
California where a full restoration was done by
Jim. (Jim was and still is recognized as a "top"
authority on little Birds) Keep in mind that when
finished, the Lil Bird had to be transported back
to Chicago.
Continued on page seven

Don’t forget to vote
& wear a mask.
:.
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2020 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS

SPECIAL NOTE FROM
EDITOR:
LOVE YOUR INPUT AND ARTICLES, BUT
THEY HAVE TO BE ON MY DESK BY THE
20TH OF THE MONTH!
************************************************

September 13th ACTC meeting

at Arrowhead Country Club located at
1988 N.73rd Ave, Glendale 85308
South off 101 at 75th Ave
Time: 8:30 Breakfast at 9:00 $15.00
each. Be sure to fill out Evite on your
computer or call Bob or Kathy Michele
602-768-5710
Palm Springs Air Museum
Planes/Cars/Chili
Oct 31 2020
For info call 760-346-1984 or email
driwasherik@aol.com or
packard1708@gmail.com
Registration + admission for one to
Museum $20.00. Guests or passengers
$10.00 each

SEPTEMBER

2020 Birthdays

Barb Blair
Effie Duquette
Mike Pettingell
Kerry Pokorski
Caitlyn Rivera
Linda Young
Sherri Rodgers
Von Hallauer
Casey Newcomb
Karen Arredondo
Denise Nalty
Kathi Price
Fred Artus
Rosemary Henderson
Shannon Nalty
Terry Reader

9/3/00
9/3/00
9/6/00
9/7/00
9/7/00
9/7/00
9/7/00
9/14/0
9/15/0
9/15/0
9/15/0
9/16/o
9/19/0
9/20/0
9/22/0
9/23/0

Hotel: Palm Mountain Resort
155 S. Belardo Rd, Palm Springs
760-325-1301 use code ACTC
$109 Thur—$159 Fri—Sat

PLEASE NOTE !
All dates and events listed above are tentative
and subject to change. Please check the calendar
each month for updates.

SEPTEMBER 2020 Anniversaries
Larry & Phyllis
9/3/00
John & Nancy Kidwell 9/25/0
Chuck & Linda Backer 9/29/0
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Ken Falkenberry at 480-861-3742 has all 5556-57 restoration parts, some are in stock others
are available. Prices are special for our club
members, compared to catalog prices. Ken offers discounts and free shipping. Often he also
has good used parts.
Also convertible top
weather strips, Catalog price $395.00, Ken’s
price 335.00. 57 tach drive with wires $475.00
Ken has several T-Birds for sale, one black
1957 and one parts car and a ton of parts for
them. Several soft top & hardtops and new 55
fender skirts $495.00.
John Dalmolin has a 1957 Starmist blue TBird for sale. New body and paint, Navy blue soft
top/hardtop, interior, 312 motor and transmission. Drives beautifully. Price $55,000 480-2233759.
Jim Rodgers has a 1957 E-Bird, Coral sand,
tan, soft top and white hardtop, wire wheels. Excellent condition. Price $65,000 call 602-3005792.
Jim & Ken just purchased three more
T-Birds all original 55-Goldrod yellow, P/S, P/b,
57 - Black, black white interior, 56– Black, red/
white interior 57 Starmist Blue, Blue interior
parts car.
Mike Wood is selling Angry bird. Won all
awards available, so it is time for a new T-Bird
Resto-mod of course. $80,000 602-568-8140.
Also selling his 202 Harley Electric Guild
Outstanding condition, lots of extras
$6400,00 602-568-8140
Frank Garrett @480-250 6225 has a unique
12 Volt alternator that looks like a generator for
your T-Bird. $350.00 or OBO
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Bob Bodell continued from page one
Decades later when I got my 1955 T-bird, that some of you in the club remember, I stripped it to
metal and Dad worked out all the dents and leaded the headlights, relaxed and happy during those
years. The care and love that Doni gave him was a true joy and blessing to all of us.
He thoroughly enjoyed the times with the T-bird Club, the outings, trips, dinners, and of course the
Christmas parties.
Dad’s lessons, stories, energy and laughter will always be a huge part of all our lives. Dad was saved
at a church service in Oregon back in the mid 70’s, so I’m sure he is now busy helping God
reorganize heaven! God has been gracious to me and all those that got to experience Dad’s smile and
friendship. We miss him dearly .
Submitted by Brad Bodell
Mr. Pat Lynch passed July 4, 2020
Thanks for all your prayers for Pat. The quiet, unassuming
man chose the 4th of July night to enter heaven's gate , with a
boom in the sky, and fireworks going off! A real celebration!!
He was home , surrounded by family and love. We shared good
memories, talked to Pat, and laughed about his sense of humorwe were blessed! Pat’s chair is empty, but my heart is full of
wonderful memories of being married 52 years and all the good
times together. He was on Hospice for 2 weeks, and they were
great! Things went peacefully and it was good.
Thank you again for all your thoughts and prayers for Pat and
our family. You are appreciated! Please pray for the days ahead.
I was blessed, looking at all the fun times, trips and wonderful
family and friends in the pictures. Bless each one of you.
Submitted by Beverly Lynch
Mr. Don Anderson passed 8/17/2020

Don a long time member of ACTC 1986.
Don had bone cancer and
he was given six months to live if he
didn’t go though the treatments. He
made a decision, he was
ready to be with his wife
Carol and would not go through the
treatments. Everyone loved it when
he and his three daughters, came to the
Christmas Parties. His daughters
Tammy, Tracy and Tiffany lit up the
Room with smiles and great dancing.
The girls loved their dad.
Submitted by Tiffany Anderson
I
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did end up with a fire truck. A 1946 Maxim,
the same year I was born.
Having been born in Brooklyn, and raised in
the New York area, 9/11/01 hit me especially
hard. For several years I wanted a 9/11 memorial vehicle. I was going to do the fire
truck when money permitted. I decided instead to wrap the ambulance. Strongholds
Signs, locally in Sierra Vista, wrapped my
wife’s (formally mine) 1959 Chevy Sedan Delivery Custom Police Car as a Scooby Doo
Mystery Machine. It’s the talk of the town.
The local mall asked us to bring it inside the
mall last Halloween for the kids. My wife
dressed as Scooby. I dressed as Shaggy. We
gave out candy and had a blast.
It was back to Stronghold for the ambulance
wrap. The hood depicts the Pentagon and
the damage done after it was hit. The passenger rear quarter shows Shanksville,
Pennsylvania where heroic passengers
forced Flight 93 to the ground. The driver’s
side pictures the Twin Towers. The name of
every one of the nearly three thousand people who died that infamous day are on the
ambulance.
We had friends from Oregon at our house. I
showed them the ambulance. Susan said “I
had a friend who died in the Towers”. She
looked and found her friend’s name. There
were tears in Susan’s eyes.
We can never forget. If we do forget, we’re
inviting it to happen again.
I ran the license plate 9 11 01. You guessed
it. Nobody had it. Bright and early in the
morning I was at ADOT. That plate graces
the license plate holder on our 9/11/01 Memorial Ambulance. She never competes. She
is for display only.
This September 11th, at our local Veterans’
Park, she will be on display during, before
and after the ceremony honoring all the heroes, those who died 9/11, and those who
saved lives.
of all who died. The 9/11 Wall will be on display as will our 1974 Cadillac Miller Meteor
Criterion Ambulance.

Why would
anyone
want an ambulance?
Why would
anyone not
want an ambulance?
Here’s the
story. Back
in May of
2004, I was
“playing” on
Ebay Motors
Collector Cars. I saw an antique fire truck for
sale. I had questions. I emailed the seller. He
emailed me back. After going back and forth
several times, I asked the gentleman for his
phone number. It was the same area code as
mine. It turned out he lived twenty five
minutes from me.
He invited me to look at the rig which was in
storage. Also in storage was a London cab,
a hearse, and the ambulance. I told him I
wanted to buy both the fire truck and the Cadillac. After telling me I was crazy, he told
me he wouldn’t take the fire truck off Ebay. I
told him the fire truck sale on Ebay was due
to end when I was at work; I couldn’t play on
Ebay at work. We made a deal on the ambulance.
Every year Los Angeles County Fire Departments sponsors a “BURN RUN”. All professional cars (fire trucks, police cars, ambulances) are invited to caravan to all the area
fire departments where the departments
have raised money for burn victims. We collect the money and met with the fire department staff.
October 2018, my beautiful wife and I moved
from southern California to Sierra Vista, Ari- Continued on page seven
zona. We love it. Eleven collector cars went
with us. One of those vehicles, of course,
was our 1974 ambulance. And by the way I
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Archives Continued from page two

Getting to Know You continued
from page six

So how did Hans do with awards at the
banquet? How about the "longest distance"
award, The highly sought after "Gold Medallion"
Award, and if that wasn't enough, "The Excellence in Authenticity Award". You have to consider the expense that Hans spent to achieve
all this. Add to this, the cost of a container, cost
to ship the Bird back to Long Beach.

Thursday, September 17, 2020 is the
Traveling Wall Memorial in Benson.
The Viet Nam Wall with the names of
all the heroes who died in that war
will be on display. The Afghan wall
will be on display with the names

"CONGRATULATION TO HANS"
Kudo's to the Chicagoland Thunderbird Club
for doing an "OUTSTANDING" job of hosting this
Event.
The Club had two driving events take
place. The Economy Run to Bisbee. A second
major Run to Julian. It was "Pie Month", so we
all participated in buying/eating as much pie as
we could. As a sidelight: SIX couples decided
to take a trip to Canada. Virginia and I were one
couple. This was an extension of driving the
Route #66, then on to California. And up the
coastline to Canada. Stops in Lake Louise
(Beautiful) and Banif, then back into the United
States and on home.
One event, which showed our spirit for the Diamondbacks was the night that 70 ACTC baseball
fans attended . The game was with the Chicago
Cubs, so of course, it was a sell out. Bob LaBine had this game set up where if the Cubs
scored a souvenir was passed to the left. When
the Diamondbacks scored it was passed to the
right. It got a little confusing.
But it was fun...Lots of Hotdogs, Popcorn, Peanuts and BEER was the menu for the evening.

Stuart didn’t mention that he also
has a Gold Medallion 57 gun metal
grey T-Bird

Another major event was the trip to Reno

or "HOT AUGUST NIGHTS"

**So lots was happening back 20 years
ago. If you missed it, start organizing
events for the near
Future.
DRIVE YOUR T-BIRD!
Submitted by Ken Falkenberry

Submitted by Stuart Cannold
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TECH TIP
By Carter Rodgers & Mike Wood
When Installing steering wheel look for
groove in shaft.

If you are installing one of the new
smaller steering wheels you have to
make a couple changes or you will not
be able to install it. If you have a painted steering wheel use tape between
steering wheel and horn ring to prevent scratching it.

1. Disassemble horn center, you will
find three screws holding spacers.
2.

Add small washers between horn
button and spacers (if you have
them try using small round a/c Orings) this should give you about
1/16 of an inch.

3. After installing steering wheel, now
try toinstall horn ring (line up tabs
on horn ring and steering wheel).
It helps to mark notches between
steering wheel and horn ring.
4. If horn ring still won’t turn to the
right and lock in, remove and add
another small spacer. It’s a little
work but having the extra room is
great.
Photos are from the CTCI Early Bird
Magazine.
If you’re not a member of CTCI you are
missing out on a lot of great stories
and information.

If your turn signals don’t stay in
place, pull steering wheel and
look at half moon plate is it hitting
on the bottom where it hits the
outer collar and not letting turn
signal lever go down far enough
to lock in place.
Remove small coil spring on right
side and pull off half moon plate.
Grind a little off bottom until lever
locks in place.
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Fellow ACTC T-Birders
You may have seen my notice in the recent Early Bird publication and know that I am
running for Director of your Region 6 in CTCI. You also may have received a notice
from Sue Smith who is running for the same position. I will not lower myself to her
level calling the board members names that I can not or will not mention here and only say that the accomplishments this board has made over the past couple years is
unheard of. The operating budget is in the black which has only happened in the past
couple years and we are on the way to a better financial position. Why? because the
CTCI Board of Directors is made up of professionals that believe the club should be
run as a business and by the by-laws which govern our process. The board is made
up of a CPA who has a very successful accounting firm, an accredited lawyer in Tennessee, an investment professional and other business types. We have had board
meetings on a minimum of once per month whereas in the past were held annually so
we are able to get things done and we have gotten things done. As you vote for this
position I will only say that you can vote for me and keep CTCI moving forward or you
can make a U-Turn and go back to the way things were when my opponent was in office. Financials in the red and her local Early Birds of Southern California using the
CTCI building in Signal Hill as a local club house and the remainder of CTCI members
across the country paying for it. The building now is a warehouse for CTCI stuff such
as over 180,000 past Early Bird magazines. These were purchased and kept for sale
and last year we sold 55. That is the old school mentality that we may need them
some day.
I was asked to run for Region 6 Director in 2018, and while I did not know what being
a Director included, as a car guy and avid Thunderbird collector I wanted to help CTCI
continue to grow. I was elected by acclamation and quickly learned that Directorship
requires substantial time and effort. The board had several significant issues before
it, but fortunately experienced and dedicated members led the way. Our first goal
was to return to profitable operations which was accomplished through the following
actions:
• Contracted Attaché International LLC for administrative duties and Early Bird publication.* Elimination of all CTCI employees, thus removing CTCI from burdensome
California employment laws.• Worked with the Investment Committee, which will put
our financial future in qualified hands.• Worked to select CBRE real estate agreement
to sell the CTCI owned building in Signal Hill, presently used for storage.• Updated
OP&P manual and proposed a bylaw change for CTCI membership to include married
couples.• Introduced electronic ballots, which increased voting from 10% to nearly
50% in the most recent election.• Adding recreational family-friendly driving tours at
regionals.• CTCI membership and sales have grown over the last two years. Working
on a proposal to move all corporate entities out of California to a more businessfriendly state with membership approval.• Worked on the committee regarding retrobird membership vote, and while the vote fell short of the 66.7% required to pass, I
did note the voice of 61% of our members. I believe communication is crucial for directors, and I am always available for conversations with members. If I have come to
a position on an issue, I will share it with you. I ask for your vote so I may continue to
help move CTCI forward in the 21st century.
Jim Rodgers Director Region 6
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1966 Ford Shelby Mustang Story by Jim Walsh Photos by Timothy
Walsh
In the summer of 1964, a salesman stopped by the farm selling magazine subscriptions. Tom and I convinced my father to subscribe to HOT
ROD. A pile of which I still have. In reading articles, we discovered Carroll Shelby, who was building Cobras and was gearing up to convert
Mustang fastbacks into Shelby's in his Venice, California, Shelby
American shop.
By 1965, I had already owned several cars. In September, Shelby American General Manager Peyton Cramer and the Hertz Corporation came to
a brilliant business agreement, offering 1,000 1966 Shelby's as rental
cars through the now-famous Hertz “Rent-a-Racer” program. Known as
the GT350-H, I was too young to rent one, so I vowed to buy a 1966
Shelby instead.
Tom and I got into street and drag racing. We were good friends with
Rich Walker, the local Ford dealer’s son-in-law, so we began purchasing
Shelby accessories. In early 1967, I felt I had accumulated enough funds
from working on the farm, and by working in a machine shop for $2.00
an hour, to buy a 1966 Shelby. We started the search by poring through
the newspaper classified ads, as well as visiting dealerships and used
car lots. I found a Ivy Green Shelby with supercharger that someone
traded in on a Bronco. In Maryland I was to young to buy a car. The next
day my dad came with me. We purchased the car for $3200.00 boy was I
happy!
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ACTC ADVERTISERS ~

Sandy Trasente, Owner
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com
Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com

Jorge Sommerer

I-CAR & ASE
Trained & Certified

Arizona Collision Services

Light to heavy collision work welcome, insurance approved. Towing service available. We specialize in all
types of Unibody, Frame and Color Matching.
Lifetime Written Warranties.
3222 N. Grand Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85017
azkstm17@yahoo.com Phone: 602-265-4311
Fax: 602 285-1654 Mobile: 623-330-3017

For all your
tire needs,
personal or
classic call:
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Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club
CTCI Chapter 35
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Peoria, AZ 85383

Meetings are smoke and
cell phone free!
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